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These Lectures were prepared at first for the 
Parish Church of Harrow, and were preached 
there in Lent, a.d. 185L They were written over 
again, and preached in their present form to a 
rustic congregation in Northumberland. My object 
was to make them short, plain, and interesting, 
keeping in view the season of Lent, in which they 
were delivered, and the homely people to whom 
they were addressed. 

In preparing them I availed myself of two 
standard works, the Commentary of Matthew 
Henry, and the Contemplations of Bishop Hall. 
This latter I especially recommend to the young 
preacher, as a storehouse of evangelical trutht 
Scarce a paragraph but is a study in itself, 
suggestive of thought and matter for a sermon. 
Happy is he, who so studies the Contemplations 
as to imbibe the spijpit of them ! 
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The Gospel Harmony I made from a compa- 
rison of the narratives of the four Evangelists. I 
found afterwards, that in one or two places I had 
both Doddridge and Greswell against me : never- 
theless, after weighing particulars as well as I 
could, I saw no valid reason to alter my arrange- 
ment. 

The annotations I wrote with no other assist- 
ance than Wahl's Lexicon, a very able guide 
and counsellor to the student of the Greek Testa- 
ment. After I had written them, I read the com- 
mentaries of Whitby, Maldonatus, and Bengel, 
vrith the view of testing my own conclusions, of 
correcting mistakes, and of supplying deficiencies 
out of their superabundant treasures. 

Maldonatus is a man of vast erudition, espe- 
cially versed in the writings of the Fathers, from 
whom he makes large and judicious quotations. 
He has evidently bestowed both time and pains 
upon his commentary, and has succeeded in col- 
lecting a mass of valuable information. He leaves 
no difficulty unexamined; and in his explanation 
of the sacred text, he gives the opinions of others 
as well as his own. Unfortunately, his pages are 
sullied with a savage abuse of Calvin and of 
Beza, whom he seldom calls by any lighter name 
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than heretic or schismatic, and whom he reviles 
and insults with a rancour utterly out of place in 
a commentary on the Gospels. This tendency 
to the " railing accusation " did very much mar 
the pleasure, and lessen the profit I might other- 
wise have derived from the labours of Maldonatus. 
Of all the notes and annotations I have ever 
read, commend me to tlie Gnomon of Bengel. It 
is so clear, so terse, so comprehensive, so scrip- 
tural. The author displays a happy dexterity in 
making Scripture explain Scripture, and this not 
unfirequently in very difficult places. Often a 
remark is introduced, which throws a light not 
only on the passage discussed, but on other pas- 
sages also. Often, too, a skilful reference has 
enabled me to discern in a text something that I 
had never observed in it before. In fact, the 
Gnomon justifies, if anthing can justify, the some- 
what large pretensions of its title page ; * and cer- 
tainly that man will deserve well of English Bible 
readers, who shall give them this matchless com- 
mentary in a becoming English dress. In my 
poor judgment, Bengel stands far higher than 

* " Gnomon Novi Testament!, in quo ex nativa verbomm 
vi simplicitas, profanditas, conoinnitas, salubritas sensuum 
cftlestium indicatur." 
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many of his countrymen, who have made more 
noise, and are better known in the world. 

As for this little work, which I am now putting 
forth, I venture it, not without misgiving. I can 
say with truth, that I have expended upon it time, 
and care, and labour ; though I fear there is not 
much to show for them on the face of it. How- 
ever, if it be read in the family circle among 
the middle classes of English homes; and if it 
afford assistance to humble and retired Bible 
readers, as they ponder in their closets over the 
Gospel account of our blessed Saviour's Passion, 
I shall deem myself well repaid for any trouble it 
has cost me. Above all, if my book win its way 
into the cottages of the poor, if it find acceptance 
there, if it lead and encourage any among the in- 
mates.to a diligent study of that sacred text, upon 
which it is based, then indeed I shall thank God 
that it has not been written in vain. 

May His blessing accompany it, and grant suc- 
cess to any measure of good there may be in it ! 

J. E. 

Kyloe Pabsonage, 
Fib. \tii 1855. 
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St. Matihew zzvii. 26— -56. St. Mark z7. 15—41. St Luke zziii. 24—49. 

St Johnxix. 16—37. 



The references on the lift denote the text quoted, those on the right the 

parallel passage. 
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Luke 24. And PUate, willing to content the people, gave sentence 
Mark 15. that it should be as they required; and when he had 
Matt 26. scouiged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. 
Matt 27 Then the soldiers of the goTemor took Jesus into the Hark 16. 
— 31. common hall, and gathered unto Him the whole band of — 20. 
soldiers. And they stripped Him, and put on Him a 
scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of 
thorns ihey put it upon His head, and a reed in His right 
hand : and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked 
Him, saying, " Hail, King of the Jews !" And they spit 
upon Him, and took the reed, and smote Him on the 
head. And after that they had mocked Him, they took 
the robe off from Him, and put His own raiment on Him, 
John 17. and led Him away to crucify Him. And He bearing 
^is cross went forth unto a place called the place of a 
skull. : 

See notes A. B. 0. D. E. pages 6 — 16. 
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Luke 26. And as they led Him away, they laid hold upon one Matt. 82. 

Mark 21. Simon, a Cyrenian^ who passed by, coming out of the 
country, the £Either of Alexander and Bufus, and on him 
they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus. 

Luke ^7 And there followed Him a great company of people and of 
— 31. women, which also bewailed and lamented Him. But 
Jesus turning unto them said, " Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not lor Me, but weep for yourselves and tor your 
children. For, behold, the days are coming, in the which 
they shall say. Blessed are the barren, and the wombs 
that never bear, and the paps which never gave suck ! 
Then shall they begin to say to the mountains. Fall on 
us ! and to the hills. Cover us 1 For if they do these 
things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry V* 

Luke 32. And there were also two other, male&ctors, led with 

Matt 33, Him to be put to death. And when they were come Mark 22, 
34. unto a place called Gt>lgotha, that is to say, a place of a 23. 
skull, they gave Him vinegar to drink mingled with gall; 
and when He had tasted thereof. He would not drink. 

Mark 25, And it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. 
27, 28. And with Him they crucify two thieves, the one on His Matt. 88. 

John 18. right hand and the other on His left, and Jesus in the 

midst. And the scripture was fulfilled which saith. And Luke 88. 
E'e was numh&red with the transffrassors. (Is. liii. 12.) 

Luke 34. Then said Jesus, father foaqiye them, for they 

KNOW WOT WHAT THEY DO. 

John 19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross ; and Matt. 87. 

—22. the writing was, 3tli\ti flC flajawlft t^t Iting afMark26. 

i^t gelDI?. Luke 88. 

This title then read many of the Jews, for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city ; and it 
was written in Hebrew, and Qreek, and Latin. Then 
said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, " Write not 

tt)e Hitig at t^t Je&jir, but that |g{ itotlr S am 

Ititlg. at tje 3«ftMj." Pilate answered, "What I 
have written I have written." 
John 28, Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took Matt. 35. 
24. His garments and made four parts, to every soldier a Mark 24. 

Luke 84. 
See notes F. G. H. I. J. E. pages 17—28. 
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part, and also Hit coat Now the coat was withont seam, 
woren from the top throughout They said therefore 
among themselves, " Let us not rend it, but cast lots £>r 
it, whose it shall be." Th^ the scripture might be fid« 
filled which saith. They pcurUd My raimeTU among them, 
and for My vesture they did cast lots. (Ps. zxii. 18.) 
Iffttt S0. These things, therefore, the soldiers did : and sitting 

down they watched Him there. 

John 25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and 

— 27. His mother's sister Mary the wife of Oleophas, and Mary 

Magdalene. When Jesus, therefore, saw His mother and 

the disciple standing by whom He loved. He saith unto 

His mother, woman biholp tht son : then saith He to 

the disciple, behold tht mother. And from that hour 

that disciple took her unto his own home. 

Luke 85. And the people stood beholding. And they that Matt. 89. 

Mark 29, passed by railed on Him, wagging their heads, and say- 

80. ing, " Ah Thou that destroyest the temple and buildest 

Matt 40, it in three days, save Thyself! If Thou be the Son of 

41, 42. Gbd, come down from the cross !" Likewise also the Maik81. 

diief priests mocking Him with the scribes and elders 

Lake 85. said, " He saved others. Himself He cannot save ! Let 

Him save Himself, if He be Christ the chosen of GK>d ! 

Hark 32- Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the 

Matt 48, cross, that we may see and believe ! He trusted in Ood : 

44. let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him, for He 

said, I am the Son of God." The thieves also, which 

Luke 86, were crucified with Him, cast the same in His teeth. And 

87. the soldiers also mocked Him, coming to Him and offering 

Him vinegar, and saying, " If Thou be the King of the 

Jews, save Thyself 1" 

Luke 39 And one of the malefectors, which were hanged, railed 

— 48. im Him, saying, " If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and 

us V* But the other answering rebuked him, saying, 

" Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same 

condemnation] And we indeed justly, for we receive 

the due reward of our deeds ; but this man hath done 

See notes L. M. N. 0. P. Q. R. S. T. U. pages 24—31. 
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nothing amiss." And he said unto Jesus, " Lord^ re- 
member me, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom !" 
And Jesus said unto him, ybrilt i say unto thbb, to- 
day SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IK PABADISE. 

Luke ii. And it was about the sixth hour; and there was a Matt. 45. 
45. darkness over all the land until the ninth hour, and the Mark 33. 
Mark 34, sun was darkened. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried Matt 46, 
35. with a loud Toice, saying, eloi, eloi, lama sabaoh- 47. 

THANi, which is being interpreted, my gob, my god, why 

HAST thou forsaken MB. And some of them that stood 

by, when they heard it, said, ** Behold, He calleth 

Eliasr 
John 28, After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
29. accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, 

I tbibst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar ; Mark 36. 
Matt. 48, and straightway one of them ran and took a sponge, and 
49. filled it with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it 

to His mouth, and gave Him to drink. The rest said, 

" Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save Him !" 
John 30. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, 
Luke 46. it is finished. And when He had cried with a loud Matt. 50. 

voice. He said, father, into thy hands i commend my Mark 37. 

SPIRIT. And having said thus He bowed His head, and 

gave up the ghost. 
Matt. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain Mark 38. 
— 53* from the top to the bottom, and the earth did quake, and Luke 45. 

the rocks rent, and the graves were opened, and many 

bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of 

the graves after His resurrection, and went into the holy 

city, and appeared unto many. 
Matt. 54. Now when the centurion, and they that were with him Luke 47. 

watching Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that 
Mark 89. were done, and that He so cried out and gave up the 

ghost, they feared greatly, saying, " Truly this was the 

Son of God." ♦ 
Luke 48, And all the people that came together to that sight, 
49. beholding the things which were done, smote their breasts 

See notes V. W. X. Y. Z. T. A. pages 32—87. 
* ^'Certainly Hub was a righteous man." St. Luke 47. See note r. page 86. 
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and returned. And all His acquaintance, and the women Matt. 55, 
that followed Him firom Ghdilee, stood aSu off, beholding 56. 

Ulark 40, these things : among whom was Mary Magdalene, and 
41. Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Sa- 
lome (who also when He was in Ghdilee followed Him 
and ministered unto Him), and many other women which 
came up with Him unto Jerusalem. 

''ohn 31 The Jews, therefore, because it was the preparation, Mark 42. 
— 37. that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the 
Sabbath day (for that Sabbath day was an high day), 
besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 
they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and 
brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was 
crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and 
saw that He was dead already, they brake not His legs ; 
but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and 
forthwith came thereout blood and water. And he that 
saw it bare record, and his record is true ; and he know- 
eth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these 
things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, 
A hone qf Him shall not he hroken. (Ezod. xii. 46.) And 
again another scripture saith. They shall look on Him. 
whom they pierced, (Zech. xii. 1 0.) 

See notes 6. A. E. H. pages 38 — 40. 
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A. 
And Pilate wiUing to content the people, dc] Pon- 
tius Pilate waa procurator or Roman governor of 
Judsea. The procurators belonged to the order of 
Roman knights, and were propeiiy revenue officers ; 
but in the smaller provinces, or in the remote dis- 
tricts of a large province, they were sometimes 
intrusted with the entire government After the 
banishment of Archelaus, the son of Herod, the 
affairs of Judsea were administered by a procurator.* 
He was not absolutely independent, but was subor- 
dinate to the proconsul of Syria. Of these procu- 
rators Pilate was the sixth. He entered upon his 
office in the thirteenth year of Tiberius, and held it 
ten years (a.d. 26 — 36). He was a man of a savage, 
passionate, and implacable temper, very covetous, 
and therefore very oppressive in his extortions, 
shedding blood like water, and stopping at no atro- 
city. (Philo's Legation to Caius.) So cruel and 
tyrannical a magistrate was sure to be odious to the 
people under his government. When they could 

* Jos^h, Antiq. xm 10, 1. 
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endure no longer they brought an accusation against 
him ; and thus his iniquity became his ruin. He was 
deprived of his office by Vitellius, proconsul of Syria, 
and sent to Borne to answer before the Emperor 
Tiberius for the bloody massacre of a number of 
Samaritans, whom his arbitarary measures had goaded 
to insurrection. Before he reached Bome Tiberius 
WB6 dead (Joseph. Antiq. xviii. 4); but Pilate did 
not escape punishment. Tradition * asserts that he 
was banished by Calrgula to Vienne in Gaul ; and 
according to Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. ii. 7) he died by 
his 0W& hand> unable to beu* the horrors of a guilty 
conscience and the miseries in which he was in- 
Totved. He consented to the execution of Jesus 
pardy through fear of being represented at Bome as 
no true fViend of Csesar, but chiefly (it appears) to 
stop the clamour of the people. He was conscious of 
great crimes in his government, and knew that he 
nsight any day be accused and brought to account 
before the proconsul or the emperor. It was his 
policy, therefore, to keep on good terms with the 
people if he could. Hence- to gratify them, he sen- 
tenced Jesus to death. But it did not answer : for 
after all, he was accused, disgraced, deposed, and 
bao^hed. 

Considering the unscrupulous character of the 
man, vt is hard to account for his extreme unwill- 

*■ For this tradition I can find no anihoritf. Cbmmentators seem 
to quote it one from anotiier, but giro no reference to authenticate it. 
Writers who do giro references make no mention of it A friend 
refers me to the Chronicles of Ado, Archbishop of Yienne, a.d. 860^ 
mStub earliest written testnkion^ to this traction. 
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ingness to crucify Jesus. Was he moved by his 
wife's dream ? Had he himself some presentiment 
of evil to come ? HE only knows, who knows all 
things. But whatever might be Pilate's motive, he 
spared no pains to procure the release of Jesus. 
Again and again he pronounced Him innocent. 
He appealed to the religious feelings of the Jews, 
and to their jealousy of their political rights. He 
reminded them that they had the privilege of de- 
manding the release of a prisoner at their great 
feast of passover, and he proposed to release Jesus. 
And in order to fix them, he declared he would give 
them the choice of two — Jesus or Barabbas, — if they 
would not have the one, they shovM have the other. 
He thought they would never consent that such a 
scourge as Barabbas should be let loose upon them 
again. And when they chose Barabbas, even then 
he did not relax his efforts to save Jesus from the 
ci'oss. He gave Him up to the soldiers to be 
scoturged and shamefully abused; and in that con- 
dition, bloody from His stripes, crowned in mockery 
with a coronet of thorns, and dressed in an old pur- 
ple robe, the Prisoner was brought out and presented 
to the people, in the hope that such a vn'etched spec- 
tacle would move at once their contempt and their 
pity. He was mistaken however: they still de- 
manded His death, and still Pilate hesitated to pass 
sentence. Accidentally he heard the name of " Ga- 
lilee," and ** Herod's jurisdiction ;" and he eagerly 
caught at the opportunity of sending Jesus to Herod, 
hoping thus to clear himself of all further responsi- 
bility. But the Prisoner was again returned to him, 
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and again he laboured to procure His discharge. At 
length when every expedient had failed, as a last 
resoinrce, he solemnly washed his hands before the 
multitude, and pirotested that he was guiltless of that 
innocent blood, and then most reluctantly he con- 
sented to the execution. 

All this was necessary, in order that we might have 
the testimony of the condemning judge himself in 
fiayour of the innocence of Jesus — the holy, the 
harmless, the imdefiled, the separate from sinners. 
But His innocence is established even by His accu- 
sers, the chief priests and elders. They condemned 
Him among themselves, and arraigned Him before 
Pilate upon totally different groimds. In their own 
council they condemned Him for blasphemy (St. 
Matt. xxvi. 65) ; before Pilate they charged Him with 
rebellion (St. Luke xxiii. 2). In both cases their accu- 
sation was utterly without foundation. Indeed they 
themselves knew their own motive, which is recorded 
by St John (xi. 47 — 53): "If we leave Him alone. 
He will gain over the whole nation to His party, and 
the Eomans will exterminate us." The wily Caiaphas 
on this decided, "it was expedient that one man 
should die for the people." So from that day forth 
they had determined on the death of Jesus. We are 
told that this was not merely the shrewd counsel of 
the crafty politician ; it was also the high priest's 
prophecy. Caiaphas, without knowing it, was the 
mouthpiece of the Holy Ghost. " This spake he 
not of himself, but being high priest that year he 
prophesied." 

It seems as though God's good providence had 
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taken especial care to heap together testimony in 
favour of the innocence of Jesus. His accusers — 
the chief priests — felt their cause so weak, that they 
had recourse to fslse witness. His judge pronounced 
Him innocent. His betrayer confessed he had be- 
trayed innocent blood. We have also the testimony 
of Pilate's wife, of the malefactor on the cross^, and 
of the centurion and his soldiers, all declaring that 
this was a righteous man. And thus the Scripture 
was fulfilled (Dan. ix. 26), and Messiah was cut off, 
not for Himself, but for the sins of the people^ He 
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God (1 Pet iii. 18). 

B. 

And when he had scourged JesiLs:] The scourging 
was in itself a fearful punishment, especially when 
inflicted with T^^ips and thongs, as in the case of 
slaves and of mean criminals. Horace speaks of the 
** horribili flagello." (Sat. lib. i. Hi. 11».) Such was 
the scourging endured by our blessed Lord, and He 
efi^ttred it twice. Pilate ordered Him to be scourged 
hi the earlier part of His trial, hoping thus to satisfy 
the people (St. John xix. 1), and after His condemoi'' 
atiion to the cross it seems that He was scourged 
again. At least it was th^ custom to scourge the 
criminal before crucifixion. In the scourgmg of 
Jesus the Scripture was folfilled (Is. 1. 6): **^I gave 
My back to the smiters." (liii. 5): " And with His 
stripes we are healed. *• Oar Lord Himself had also 
foretold this scourging (St. Matt. xx. 19). In llater 
tiffies, when legends began to multiply in the Chusch, 
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they professed to be in possession of two pillars, to 
whidi Cfvat Saviour was bound in order that He might 
be scourged, to the one for the first scourging, and to 
the other for the second. St Jerome alleges that he 
saw one of these pillars in the portico of the holy 
sepulchre with our Saviour's blood upon it. The 
other, aecording to the tradition, was carried to 
Borne and preserved there. These legendary inven* 
tiong are a great hindrance to the cause of truth. 

C. 

He delivered Him to he crucified.'] This horrible 
punishment was unknown to the Jews so long as 
they continued a free people. It was introduced 
among them by their Boman conquerors, who gene- 
rally reserved it for criminal slaves. So true it is 
that our Messed Saviour " took upon Him the form 
of a servant " (Phil. ii. 7). He was valued at the 
slave's price, thirty pieces of silver (Exod. xxi. 8^), 
" a goodly price that He was prized at of them !" 
(Zech. xi. 13) ; and He suffered the slave's punish- 
ment, scourging and crucifixion. 

The condemned criminal was compelled to carry 
his cross, or rather the transverse beam of it, to the 
place of execution outside the city walls, the upright 
beam being already there. When he reached the 
spot he was allowed to drink an intoxicating narcotic 
draught, drugged with myrrh or other like ingre- 
dients, and intended to deaden pain and to shorten 
life. He was then stripped, and fastened to the cross 
by nails or spikes driven through the hands and 
through the feet. Sometimes he was bound with 
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ropes instead of being fastened with nails to the 
cross. Over his head was placed a written document 
setting forth the crime for which he suffered. He 
was then left to die of pain and exhaustion, though 
occasionally his sufferings were shortened by the 
breaking of his bones. After death his body re- 
mained on the cross to rot and consume away, or to 
be eaten by the vultiures and other carrion birds. 
In Judsea (it seems) some consideration was shown 
to the religious scruples of the people. The bodies 
were taken down and buried, because the law forbade 
a corpse to hang all night on a gibbet (Deut. xxi. 
22, 23). Crucifixion was a lingering death, seldom 
short of forty-eight hours, and sometimes protracted 
for a week. To this slow, painful, lingering death 
St. Paul compares the Christian's struggle with the 
lusts and passions of his corrupt nature (Gal. v. 24). 
The death of Jesus within the short space of ^ix 
hours had something miraculous in it : and the death 
of the two thieves was hastened by the breaking of 
their bones. Our Lord had foretold the manner of 
His death, and that the executioners were to be Gen- 
tiles (St. Matt. XX. 19). He had also declared that 
the brazen serpent, lifted up on the pole for the 
restoring of the dying Israelites in the wilderness, 
was a type of Himself lifted up on the cross for the 
salvation of perishing sinners (St. John iii. 14, 15 ; 
Numbers xxi. 9). 

D. 

Then the soldiers of the governor, dcJ] The word 
" Then'' seems to determine that this cruel mocking 
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took place ailter the condemnation of Jesus. But it 
is also clear from St. John (xix. 1, &c.), that the 
soldiers had ahused Him hefore His condenmation. 
From the comparison of the accounts we conclude 
that our Saviour was mocked and shamefully entreated 
four several times previously to His crucifixion. 

Ist. In the palace of the high priest the servants 
and attendants, who were Jews, mocked Him and 
smote Him. (St. Luke xxiii. 63.) 

2nd. In the early part of His trial Pilate's sol- 
diers, who were Komans, used Him despitefully. 
(St. John xix. 1, &c,) 

3rd. Herod and his men of war (his hody-guard) 
set Him at nought (St. Luke xxiii. 11). 

4th. After sentence pronounced Pilate's soldiers 
again shamefully used Him (St. Matt, xxvii. 27 ; St. 
Mark xv. 16). Observe, the Jews mocked Him as a 
prophet, "Prophesy, thou Christ I" (St. Matt.xxvi. 68); 
the Romans as a king, " Hail, King of the Jews ! " 
(xxvii. 29). 

From these passages we may learn how necessary 
it is that we should carefully and patiently study the 
various accounts, and ** search the Scriptures." If 
we read St. John alone, we should conclude that 
there was no mocking and scoiu-ging after the con- 
demnation. If we read St. Luke only, we should 
attribute the mockery to Herod and his men of war, 
and lay none of it to the charge of Pilate and his 
soldiers. Without St. Luke we should have been 
altogether ignorant of Herod's share in these un- 
seemly proceedings, the other Evangelists taking no 
notice of him. 

The soldiers gather together the whole band, as 
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we should say, the whole regunent, probably &e 
cohort quartered in the Castle of Antonia. (Acts 
xxi. 34.) They summon not merely the soldiers then 
on duty as Pilate's body-guard, but all their coKnrades, 
who assembled to make themselves sport at the ex- 
pense of their Prisoner. They lead Him into tiie 
common hall or prsetorium, as it is called in St. Mark 
XV. 16. This prsBtorium was a splendid palace ad- 
joining the Castle of Antonia, bu^lt by King Herod 
for his own residence, and afterwards used by the 
Boman governors, when they visited Jerusalem, their 
dwelling place being Cesarea, and their visits to the 
capital being confined to the feasts and to particular 
occasions when their presence was required. At^ 
tached to the prsetorium wsls the tribunal, the scene 
not only of the unjust sentence of Jesus, but probably 
also of the cruelties and indignities which the sol- 
diers were permitted to inflict upon Him. They 
chose as the subject of their raillery the charge that 
was brought against Jesus, of setting up as a rival 
king to dispute with CsBsar the sovereignty of Judeea. 
So they dress Him out and treat Him as a mock 
king ; and probably they fixed upon the tribimal as 
the place for their sport, because it would serve for 
a throne on which the king of the Jews might sit to 
receive the homage of His subjects. The king must 
have his soldiers, so the whole cohort profess them- 
selves to be His guard. The royal colour is purple ; 
so they strip Him of His upper garments, and put on 
Him a robe of purple or scarlet,* perhaps an old cast^ 

• St. Matthew xxvii. 28, scarlet ; St. Mark xv. 17, purple. Pos- 
sibly the two eyaDgelists mean the same thing. Thus, Horaee in 
his Satires, lib. ii. Sat. vi., calls, in line 102^ " vestis rubro cocco 
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off cloak that once belonged to Pilate, or to some great 
^cer. The royal badge is a crown and sceptre. The 
erown they platted of thorns, to add cruelty to insult : 
and for a sceptre they put a reed, or as we should say, 
a cane in His right hand. And then having dressed 
up their king, tbey pretended to do Him homage, as 
His loyal subjects and right trusty body-guard. 
They kneeled and prostrated themselves before Him, 
" Hail, King of the Jews ! " " Ceesar, ave ! " And 
tbat no indignity might be wanting, they spat upon 
Him; and lest even in their pastime they should 
diminish aught •of their cruelty, they snatched the 
mock sceptre out of His hand, and struck Him with 
it on the head, putting Him to the greater pain by 
driving in the thorns as far as they could. Thus 
was Jesus despitefully entreated by them. But in 
all this the Scripture was fulfilled. Every step thus 
far our Saviour had Himself foretold, — His betrayal. 
His condemnation by the Sanhedrim, their delivering 
Him to the Gentiles, in other words, the Romans, 
who would mock Him, scourge Him, spit upon Him, 
and kill Him. (St, Mark x. 33, 34.) Having wearied 
themselves with their sport, the soldiers proceed to 
execute the sentence. Perhaps the centurion, who 
had charge of the execution, grew impatient, and 

tinetay" what he calls in line 106, "purpurea in yeste." Strictly 
fpeaking, the purple is the die of a shell-fish, and the scarlet the die 
of a grain. Pliny says, '' Ooccum Gklatiae rubens granum." In 
Bey. xyii. 4, purple and scarlet are mentioned as distinct colours. 
Some think that the soldiers arrayed our Lord in both colours. We 
read (St. Luke zxiii. 11) that Herod's soldiers decked Him out in a 
goigeoiiB robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. Query — Did Pilate's 
wwdrobe fiinush one colour and Herod's the other ] 
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commanded the procession to form and to move on. 
So they stripped Jesus of the puiple, and put on 
Him His own raiment, taking care, however, to leave 
on His head the crown of thorns, so that He might 
not lose every emblem of the royalty with which they 
had invested Him. And then they formed the pro- 
cession and marched to the place of execution. 

E. 

And He bearing His cross went forth,] i. e. out of 
the preetorium, or perhaps out of the gates of Jerusa- 
lem, towards Calvary. Who could have detected 
mystery or instruction in His being led out to be 
crucified, if the sacred writer in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, xiii. 11, 12, 13, had not bidden us notice 
here the connexion between type and antitype, and 
learn a practical lesson also? The bodies of the 
victims slain in sacrifice were burnt outside the camp 
(Exod. xxix. 14), and not in the tabernacle. These 
victims were types of Christ ; and therefore He, the 
antitype, was not killed in Jerusalem, but went forth 
with His cross out of the city, and was crucified at 
Calvary, outside the walls. The lesson which the 
inspired writer inculcates is, " Let us be ready to go 
forth, if need be, out of the bosom of family, out of 
the society of friends, out of the ancient Jewish 
Church, if they pass sentence of excommunication 
on us, out of any modem Christian community, if it 
either feloniously add to, or feloniously take from 
the truth of the Gospel ; and so let us join ourselves 
all in all to oiu* Saviour, and bear our part in His 
reproach.'* The Fathers also bid us observe in Isaac 
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a type of Christ. As Abraham was required to sacri- 
fice his onlj son, whom he loved, so God sacrificed 
His only begotten well-beloved Son. And as Isaac 
walked up Mount Moriah, bearing the wood on which 
he was to be sacrificed, so Christ went forth from 
Jerusalem, bearing the wood on which He was to be 
sacrificed. Isaac, therefore, is a type of Christ, and 
Isaac bearing the wood a type of Christ bearing the 
cross. The Church receives this interpretation ; for 
she appoints Genesis xxii. as a lesson for the service 
of Good Friday, 

And on him they laid the cross.] The prisoner 
had to carry his own cross, or at least the transverse 
beam of it : and this was laid on Jesus. He bore it 
through the streets, as far as the gate, and outside 
the gate ; and then, as it would seem. He sunk down 
beneath the burden. He was worn and exhausted 
with watching and fasting and great suffering. With- 
out rest or intermission He had gone on foot from 
Jerusalem to Gethsemane, and from Gethsemane 
back again to the palace of Annas in Jerusalem, 
firom Annas to Caiaphas, from Caiaphas to Pilate, 
from Pilate to Herod, and from Herod back again to 
Pilate. When to all this toil and travail we add the 
weariness and painfulness arising from cruel mock- 
ing, buffeting, and scourging, we have enough to 
accoimt for our Saviour bending and sinking beneath 
the weight of the cross. As Jesus could carry the 
burden no further, the executioners were obliged to 
find a substitute to bear it for Him. In sallying 

c 
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forth from the walls, they fell in with one Simon, a 
native of Gyrene in Africa, who h£^pened to be 
coming in from the comitiy, and met the procession, 
jtist as he was about to enter the city gates. Of 
com*se, they had no right to molest a harmless way- 
faring man ; but, with the licence of soldiers in a 
conquered country, they at once press him into the 
service and make him carry the cross. If he had 
been a follower of Jesus, or if they had suspected 
him of it, they would only have been the more ready 
to lay this burden upon him. " Here is one of the 
brotherhood ! let him help his Master, as 'tis meet 
he should ! " St. Mark, who is said to have written 
his Gospel at Eome, calls Simon *'the father of 
Alexander and Eufiis," who were probably Christians 
well known among the Boman disciples. (Bom. xvi. 
13.) Let us hope that, whatever Simon may have 
been before, his share in this transaction gave him a 
still closer and dearer interest in the cross of Christ, 
and that he and his family, from that day forth, be- 
came zealous professors of the Christian faith. 

G. 

And there followed Him a great company, dc] The 
people were the mob of Jerusalem going to witness 
the execution, and were so far from testifying sorrow, 
that they derided and insulted Him. (St. Luke xxiii. 
35.) It was the company of women that " bewailed 
and lamented Him." This train of mourners at* 
tached to the procession is mentioned only by St. 
Luke. It gave our Saviour an opportunity of show- 
ing sympathy. His own great extremity did not 
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make Him regardless of the woes of others. These 
women were not those distant spectators of the cru- 
cifixion mentioned hj St. Mark (xv. 41) who had 
followed Jesus from Galilee, but they were women 
of Jerusalem, who had collected to see the execution ; 
and when they perceived the miserable condition of 
the Sufferer, they felt for His sufferings, and " be- 
wailed and lamented Him." He calls them '* Daughters 
of Jerusalem," and He predicts the horrors of that 
&tal aiege, which Titus was to carry on against the 
city within forty years of that time. 

Weep not for me!] He had a joy set before Him, 
which enabled Him to endure the cross and to de- 
spise the shame. But when the cup of God's indig- 
nation was put into the hands of Jerusalem, it would 
be all wrath, all bitterness, with no intermixture of 
mercy. 

Weep for yourselves t] Or, rather weep for your chil- 
dren more than for yourselves, because the evil would 
come in their days. Many of those then present 
would be dead before the siege ; but their children 
would be alive to witness and to endure it. Our 
Lord was crucified a.d. 31. Jerusalem was taken 
A,D. 70. 

Blessed are ike barren /] Even Jewish women who 
were so anxious for children would wish to be child- 
less. Better have no children, than be like Mary 
the daughter of Eleazar, who slew her little one and 
dressed it for food " in the straitness of the siege."* 

To the mountains^ Fall on us !] Calamities so great 

* Joiephiu. Jewish War, lib. vi. cap. iiL 4. 

c 2 
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were impending, that those involved in them would 
even pray to be buried alive, if only they might 
escape them. The imagery is taken from Hosea x. 8, 
and is also used by St. John, Apoc. vi. 16. Its mean- 
ing is more fully and forcibly given in Apoc. ix. 6. 
Great indeed must be the terror, when even the ter- 
rible is a refuge 1 

The proverb of the green tree aiid the dry our Saviour 
applies to Himself and to the Jewish nation. Green 
wood with all its sap and moisture in it is hard to 
bum ; the dry withered log readily blazes and con- 
sumes away. The suffering He endured was a fire 
severe enough to consiune a green tree : a much 
more severe suffering was reserved for them, and 
they were dry and withered logs. What a combus- 
tion and a conflagration would be there ! 

H. 

There were two other , malefactors, dc] Perhaps 
they belonged to the same gang as Barabbas. Judaea 
was at that time infested with bands of robbers. 
They were men that professed great zeal for their 
' country and for their national religion, and intense 
hatred of their oppressors, the Eomans, against whom 
alone they said they rose in insurrection. But hav- 
ing once taken to lawless courses, they became in- 
discriminate in their acts of violence, and were the 
terror of travellers and the scourge of the smaller 
towns and villages. When they came in contact with 
the Eoman soldiers, they usually fought to despera- 
tion ; for they knew, that if taken alive they were to 
expect no mercy. Their certain doom was the most 
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cmel and disgraceful punishment of all — the death of 
the cross. 

Pilate seems to have taken the opportunity of his 
visit to Jerusalem to try prisoners and to sentence 
the guilty. There may have been policy in his send- 
ing these two malefactors to execution at the same 
time with Jesus. It might help to divert the public 
attention from being centred in one individual: 
and there was some danger lest the crucifixion of 
Jesus should form too prominent a feature in the 
events and topics of the day. 

In the crucifixion of Christ between two thieves, 
the Fathers saw a type of the Church and her catho- 
lic doctrine, as it were, crucified between the conflicts 
of two opposing heresies : as, for instance, between 
the Sabellians and the Arians, between the Nesto- 
rians and the Eutychians, between the Manichees 
and the Pelagians. The idea seems to have origi- 
nated with Tertullian; but it has frequently been 
reproduced in various forms by succeeding writers. 
Our own Dr. South puts it into a guise so unchari- 
table that I dare not quote him. The examples of 
conflicting heresies given above are taken from a 
note of Maldonatus. 

I. 

A place called Golgotha, in Latin, Calvary (calvaria), 
a skuU.] So called perhaps from its being the place 
of execution at Jerusalem. It was outside the gate 
(Heb. xiii. 12), but near to the city (St. John xix. 20), 
and close at hand was the garden of Joseph of Ari- 
matbaea, with the sepulchre in which tlie body of 
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Jesus was laid. (St. John xix. 41, 42.) It seems that 
a public road led near the place, for we read of 
passers-by railing on our Saviour. (St. Mark xv. 29.) 
The maps place Calvary to the north-west of Jerusa- 
lem, and of course outside the walls. The spot 
pointed out at the present day (i. e, the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre) is- in the midst of the modem 
city. But the limits of Jerusalem before and aftet 
Titus atre no doubt altogether different : for the con- 
queror made clean work, actually ploughing up the 
walls, and destroying even the traces of the boun- 
daries of the captured city. Some derive the name 
of Calvary from the form of the place, a moimd or 
eminence in the shape of a skull ; and they say that 
our Saviour was crucified on high-raised ground, that 
all might have a full view of Him, Thus probably 
the brazen serpent was placed in the most con- 
spicuous spot in the whole camp. It is a tradition 
of the Fathers, that Adam was buried in Calvary. 
" Thus where the beginning of death was, there was 
also the dissolution of it." " Pleasing to the ears of 
the people," says Jerome, '* nee tamen vera, hut not 
true:' 

J. 

They know not what they do.] With this compare 
the declaration of our Lord before Pilate (St John 
xix. 11), "He that delivered Me unto thee {Le, the 
High Priest Caiaphas with his council) hath the 
greater sin." 

K. 

Pilat€ wrote a title,] The title was a label set over 
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tlie head or on the breast of the erucified malefactor, 
and declared the crime for which he sufifered. In 
this case it was evidentlj written by Pilate himself, 
who gaye it to the soldiers to set up on the cross 
over the head of Jesus. (St. Matt, xxvii. 37.) Probar 
bly St John has preserved for us the exact words of 
the Greek inscription. How little did Pilate know 
or consider what a truth he was expressing in those 
few words ! Our Saviour Himself not only did not 
refuse the title of king, but He actually claimed and 
assumed it He allowed Nathanael to call Him 
" King of Israel.'* (St John i. 49.) He allowed the 
multitude to salute Him ** King of Israel," when He 
rode in royal procession into the holy city. (St. John 
zii. 13.) And in answer to Pilate's jeering question, 
" Art Thou a king then?" He asserted that beyond 
all doubt He was a king. (St John xviii. 37. Com- 
pare Bev. xix. 16.) 

It was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.] The 
Greek language was used, as being the mode of com- 
munication then prevalent throughout the various 
nations that composed the Eoman empire, somewhat 
like French in modem Europe. All educated people 
in those days spoke Greek, and the foreign Jews 
were especially conversant with it. The Latin was 
the language of the Eoman conquerors; and the 
Hebrew or Syriac was the language of the native 
Jews, "the vulgar tongue" of the country. The 
title, therefore, was readable by all. 

Query f — ^May not ministers of the Gospel take a 
hint, and learn that there are three languages espe- 
cially deserving of their notice ? At ordination they 
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solemnly pxipinise to be ** diligent in reading of the 
Holy Scriptures, and in such studies as help to the 
knowledge of the same." Now the Hebrew is the 
original language of the Old Testament ; the Greek 
of the New; and in the Latin are contained the 
opinions of some of the ablest commentators upon 
holy writ. Verbum sapienti satis est. 

The chief priests quarrel with the style of the 
label. It is not unlikely that Pilate intended to ex- 
press contempt for them and for their nation, when 
he called a crucified malefactor their king. How- 
ever, he will allow no alteration. The words must 
st^d. 

L. 

Cast lots,] It would appear at first sight from St. 
John's account, that the executioners gambled for 
the coat alone, and for no other part of the dress. 
But St. Mark says, "They parted His garments, 
casting lots upon them what every man should take," 
I. e, as the executioners were four in number, they 
made four divisions of the clothes, and then cast lots 
to decide which division each should take. After 
that they cast lots separately for the coat, because it 
was without seam, and to rend it would be useless 
waste. The winner should have it in addition to his 
fourth part of the garments. This coat was perhaps 
the handy-work and the present of one of those pious 
women who constantly ministered to Him. It was 
woven in* one whole piece, and so (say the Fathers) it 
is an emblem of the Church, one and imdivided. 
Let it teach us to maintain unity and to beware of 
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schism. We learn from Josephus that the poat of 
the high priest was woven in one whole piece* and 
not made up bj the needle. (Antiq. lib. iii. ch. vii. 4. 
Compare Exod. xxxix. 22.) Our great High Priest 
also was clad in a coat woven without seam. 

The casting of lots was no doubt gambling in 
some form or other. It was some game of hazard. 
What a shocking picture it gives us of Eoman 
morals, when the executioners were allowed to plaj 
at dice close to the spot where a condemned prisoner 
was writhing in anguish on the cross! The pro- 
phecy quoted is from that twenty-second Psalm, so 
often referred to in the history of the crucifixion; 
and* as it were, claimed by Jesus as the peculiar pro- 
perty of the suffering Messiah. 

M. 

These things therefore the soldiers didJ] Therefore — 
wherefore ? To fulfil prophecy, and to make up all 
the links that were required to complete the chain of 
evidence, which proves Jesus of Nazareth to be the 
Messiah predicted in the Old Testament. These 
soldiers were free agents, and consulted only their 
own pleasure in what they did : and yet they acted 
throughout under '* the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God." 

N. 

They watched Him,] i. e. they remained as guards 
over Him. His Mends might come and take the 
body down from the cross. Crucifixion was not ne- 
cessarily death ; and if an early rescue were effected, 
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the crucified person might be restored and cured. 
With regard to our Saviour the chief priests were so 
suspicious, that they even set a guard over His grave, 
lest His dead body should be stolen. (St. Matt, xxvii. 
64.) 

0. 

Now there stood by the cross, dc] I am afraid that 
I have the Gospel Harmonies generally against me 
in placing this paragraph before St. Luke*s account 
of the penitent thief. But it appears to me, that our 
Saviour would take the earliest opportunity of show- 
ing His regard and sympathy for His destitute heart- 
broken mother ; that without loss of time He would 
assure her of His love and care, and make provision 
for her sustenance. I have therefore followed the 
arrangement observed by St. John, and placed the 
paragraph where he has placed it. St. Luke seems 
to justify this arrangement; for immediately after 
the account of the thiefs conversion and acceptance, he 
writes, ''And it was about the sixth hour," as though 
marking the time when this incident occurred, that is, 
just before the darkness overspread the scene. Thus 
each evangelist appears to favour this arrangement. 
I am happy to find myself supported by the saga- 
cious Bengel in my view of the order of events : 
** The first word spoken by Jesus on the cross was 
addressed to His Father in heaven, the second word 
was addressed to His mother beside the cross." 

The three women, whom St. John describes as 
standing by the cross, were the Virgin Mary, Mary 
ihe wife of Gleophas, and Mary Magdalene. Some 
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bommentators, however, comparing St. Matthew 
zxvii. 56, St Mark xv. 40, and St John xix. 26, 
come to the decision that there were four women 
Btanding by the cross, viz. : 1. The Virgin Mary ; 
2. Her sister, Salome by name, wife of Zebedee, 
and mother of the two Boanerges, James and John ; 
8. Mary, the wife of Cleophas, mother of James the 
Less and of Joses ; 4. Mary Magdalene. This, how- 
ever, is asserted rather than proved. 

The name of Mary is in the Old Testament 
written Miriam. (See Exod. xv. 20.) In gospel 
history we have at least fonr women of this name :— ^ 

1. The Virgin Mary, the mother of oiu* Lord, 
(St Luke i. 27.) Her pedigree is probably given 
in St Luke iii. 23, &c. 

2. Mary Magdalene, so called, perhaps, as belong- 
ing to Magdala, a town in the tribe of Issachar, on 
the western shore of the sea of Galilee. She had 
been possessed by seven evil spirits, and had been 
released by the power of Jesus. (St Luke viii. 2.) 
After that she became one of the most devoted fol- 
lowers of our Saviour, and was signally rewarded for 
her devotion ; for " when Jesus was risen . . . He 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene." (St. Mark 
xvi. 9.) 

8. Mary, the wife of Cleophas or Alphseus. She 
was probably the sister of the blessed Virgin (St 
John xix. 25), and the mother of James the Less and 
of Joses (St. Mark xv. 40), who are therefore called 
the brethren, or, as we should say, the couisins- 
german of our Lord. (St Mark vi. 3.) 
<. 4« Mary, the sister of Lazarus, who sat at Jesus' 
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feet, and heard His word. (St. Luke x. 39.) She it 
was who anointed our Lord mth ointment, and wiped 
His feet with her hair. (St. John xi. 2.) Some will 
have it, that Mary Magdalene, and Mary the sister 
of Lazarus, and the woman who hathed our Saviour's 
feet with tears (St. Luke vii. 37, 38), are one and the 
same person. This is vague conjecture, and has no 
evidence to support it 

P. 

From that hour,'] Probably St. John obeyed at 
once, and immediately conveyed the blessed Virgin 
to his dwelling at Jerusalem, so that she had left 
Calvary before the darkness commenced. St. John 
afterwards returned to the cross. He was there to 
witness the piercing of the side, and close enough to 
discern the " blood and water " streaming from the 
wound. The other disciples (if there at all) " stood 
afar off." Perhaps the soldiers may have driven the 
Maries from the near neighbourhood of the cross ; 
for at the time of our Saviour's death they are men- 
tioned among the rest of the women as " looking on 
afar off." (St Mark xv. 40.) 

Q. 

The people stood beholding ;] i. e. beholding all that 
was going on — the crucifixion, the setting up of the 
title, the soldiers gaming over the garments, &c., &c. 
Compare Ps. xxii. 17. " They stand staring and 
looking upon me." They assented to the cruci- 
fixion, and encouraged each other in reviling and 
ridiculing the crucified. A few hours afterwards 
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they were in a dififerent frame of mind. Thej had 
eome to Calvary to entertain themselves with an 
execution. Thej went home sadder and better 
people. When they had witnessed all the prodigies 
that accompanied the crucifixion, they *' smote their 
breasts and returned." (St. Luke xxiii. 48.) 

K. 

Wagging their heads.'] Compare Ps. xxii. 7, 8, and 
observe how literally in their actions, as well as in 
their words, they fulfil the prophetic Scripture. The 
most atrocious criminals are never, or almost never, 
insulted and reviled at the gallows; but Jesus is 
mocked even on the cross. Observe the form and 
matter of their raillery : — 

Destroyer and builder of the Temple, saye Thyself ! 
Son of God, come down from the cross ! 
Sayiour of others, saye Thyself 1 
Christ, the chosen of GK)d, saye Thyself! 
Christ, the King of Israel, descend from the cross ! 
Truster in God, let God deliyer Thee ! 

The charge of destroying and rebuilding the Temple 
was part of the accusation of the false witnesses (St. 
Matthew xxvi. 61), and was founded either on mis- 
apprehension, or on wilful misrepresentation of 
something He had said in the early part of His 
ministry. (St. John ii. 19 — 21.) 

. S. 

The chief 'priests mocking Him.] Regardless of 
their own character, and of their high station, they 
actually came to a public execution for the purpose 



aO NOTES TO HARMONY. 

of insulting One who, in their eyes, was a malefactoir 
on the cross. To make the matter worse it was now* 
church time, and the holy day of preparation, and 
they ought to have heen at divine service in the 
Temple, where the daily morning sacrifice was offer- 
ing up. But their malice made them forgetful alike 
of religious observance, of official duty, and of per- 
sonal dignity, and brought them to mingle with the 
mob and refuse of the city at a public execution. 

He saved otliersS\ Jesting upon His name of Jesus 
or Saviour, and upon His pretension. His false pre- 
tension (a.s they would term it), to be the promised 
Messiah. 

Let Him come down from the cross and we wiU believe,'] 
If they may make their own conditions, then they 
will receive and acknowledge Him. But God does 
not allow man to dictate terms in this manner. The 
only sign that might yet be granted them was the 
sign of the prophet Jonas. (St. Luke xi. 29.) Jesus, 
who was crucified, dead, and buried, should rise again 
from the dead. If they refused that sign, none other 
should be given them. If, after that, they would not 
believe, they should die in their sins. They did 
refuse that sign. (St. Matt, xxviii. 11 — 15.) And 
they afterwards employed all the influence of autho- 
rity to hinder the apostles from preaching Jesus and 
the resurrection. (Acts iv. 2, 17, 18 ; v. 18, 28.) 
And so far as we are informed, they were never 
brought to repentance. They died in their sins. 

T. 

The soldiers mocked HimJ] The four soldiers, who 
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were the executioners, after they had finished their 
game of hazard for the garments, wiled away the 
time of their watch hy mocking and insulting the 
eracified. The rest of the soldiers, also, who were 
under the command of the centurion in charge of 
the execution, seem to have joined in this most in- 
human immanly sport. (St. Luke xxiii. 36.) After 
a while we find them in another mood. (See St. 
Matt, xxvii. 54.) 

•U. 

When Thou eomest in Thy kingdom,'] It is prohahle 
that this man had no distinct notion of what he 
meant by this prayer for remembrance in Messiah's 
kingdom. The apostles themselves, after our Lord's 
resurrection, had no distinct notion of it. (Acts i. 6.) 
But the penitent thief believed that Jesus was Mes- 
siah, and that Messiah was a king And as the 
mortal life both of Jesus and of himself was drawing 
to a close, he must have believed that this kingdom, 
whatever it might be, was in a future state. The 
two robbers were evidently Jews : for the one appeals 
to Jesus as professing to be the Messiah expected by 
the Jews, and the other, according to the Jewish 
notion, speaks to Him of His kingdom. 

Paradise.] A garden, pleasure-ground, or park, the 
word used by the Septuagint to designate the garden 
of Eden, the residence of our first parents in their 
state of innocence. (Gen. ii. 8.) Li our Saviour's 
promise to the thief, it signifies, according to the 
Jewish notion, that place of bliss, in which "the 
souls of the faithful, after they are delivered from 
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the burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity." 
Tertullian, touching lightly upon the notion of tiie 
Church in his day respecting Paradise, calls it ** a 
place of divine delightsomeness," — locum divinae 
amaenitatis. (TertuUian^s Apology, ch. 47.) 

V. 

The ninth hour,] i. e. three o'clock in the afternoon, 
the time of offering the evening sacrifice (Acts iii. 1 ; 
X Kings xviii. 29). Our Saviour was fastened to the 
cross at nine o'clock, a.m., the hour of the morning 
sacrifice ; He died at three p.m., the hour of the even- 
ing sacrifice. So closely do type and antitype agree 
with one another. 

W. 

Behold, He caUeth Elias.] These words were pro- 
bably spoken by the bystanders, consisting princi- 
pally of the lower orders of Jerusalem, who were not 
well enough acquainted with Psalm zxii. to recognise 
the quotation, but were acquainted with the tradition 
which taught them, that there was some connexion 
between the prophet Elijah and the Messias. Now 
that the darkness was pa.ssing away, these railers, who 
had been silent while it prevailed, recovered their 
spirits and their courage, and began their rude taunts 
and jeers again — "He calls Elias, the friend and 
ally of Messiah. Let us see whether Elias will come 
to the rescue, and take Him down from the cross and 
save His life." We must therefore qualify St. Luke's 
information (xxiii. 48), that **all the people wha 
came together to that sight smote their breasts and 
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retamed." Some of them, it seems, retained their 
eoarseness and hrutality to the last. 

X. 

" A vessel fvU of vinegary^ This vinegar was a 
small som* wine, or rather wine mingled with water, 
called hy the Eomans posca^ the common drink of 
the soldiers, and set in the vessel for their use, and 
perhaps also for the use of the crucified. Such 
refreshment (it may be) was not forbidden them. 
Some of this posca was now supplied to our Saviour. 
A sponge was used, as being the readiest and most 
convenient method of giving Him drink. From His 
position on the cross He could not have taken it out 
of a cup. With respect to the hyssop, a question is 
raised as to whether the reed on which the sponge 
was fastened were a hyssop-stalk, or whether a bunch 
of hyssop were attached, together with the sponge, 
to the reed. Those who hold the former opinion 
tell us, that in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem the 
hyssop grows to an extraordinary size ; those who 
hold the latter opinion say, that there, as elsewhere, 
the hyssop is a mere shrub, " that springeth out of 
the wall" (1 Kings iv. 33). Some explain the hyssop 
a kind of wormwood, intended to render the vinegar 
as distasteful as possible. But this appears a loose 
assertion, and wants authority to support it. 

The veil of the temple was rent in twain, dc] The 
veil was a splendid curtain ** of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work '* 

D 
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(Exod. xxvi. 31), which separated the holy of holies 
from the holy place in the temple. The rending of 
this veil at the time of om* Saviom'^s death has been 
variously interpreted. Some understand it as a sign 
that the Jewish religion was now at an end, and 
must give place to a purer and more excellent Church, 
which would embrace all nations, and, destroying 
the boundary hitherto drawn between Jew and Gen- 
tile, would allow no distinction of one above another, 
nor acknowledge any respect of person. In Heb. x. 
^6, a comparison is made between the flesh or body of 
Jesus and this temple veil. And we may gather 
from that text, that as the way to the holy of holies 
was through the veil, so the way to heaven, the true 
holy of holies, is through the sacrifice of the body 
of Jesus offered up on the cross. Then was the veil 
rent asunder, and " the kingdom of heaven opened 
to all believers." St. John does not mention this 
rending of the veil. In St. Luke's account it pre- 
cedes, and in the other two Evangelists it follows 
the death of Jesus. Perhaps the truth is, it rent just 
at three o'clock ; and it may be our Saviour saw it 
rending, as He cried, '* It is finished." It was a sign 
to Him that His work was accomplished, and that 
He might now give up the ghost. At this ninth 
hour the evening service in the temple was com- 
mencing, and the ministering priest wa.s in the act 
of burning incense upon the golden altar just before 
the veil. (See Exod. xxx. 1 — 8.) What must have 
been his feelings when he saw the great curtain torn 
asunder like a shred from top to bottom, and that 
inner shrine laid bare, which hitherto had been 
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scrapulously reserved for the high priest, and even 
to him open only once a year ! May we conceive 
that this priest was moved by the omen, and that he 
was one of that *' great company of the Jewish 
priests'* that afterwards became obedient to the faith ? 
(See Acts vi. 7.) 

The earthquake and the rending of the rocks are 
mentioned by St. Matthew alone. Like the dark- 
ness they were probably confined to the immediate 
neighbourhood of the crucifixion, and like the dark- 
ness they are tokens of inanimate nature made to 
bear testimony to the great Personage who was then 
giving up the ghost. 

To St. Matthew we are also indebted for the ac- 
count of the wonderful opening of the graves, fol- 
lowed by the resurrection of departed saints. Some 
critics cite St. John also as a witness, and quote ch. 
V. 25, as having its fulfilment in this resurrection of 
the saints. But who were these saints ? Probably 
some pious members of the Jewish Church, who, 
like Simeon and Anna, looked forward to the pro- 
mised Messiah, and believed in Him before He came. 
They rose and appeared in Jerusalem to persons 
whom they had known in their former life. Perhaps 
they came and spoke of Christ, and so prepared not 
a few for that glorious day of Pentecost on which 
three thousand souls were at once converted to the 
Lord. (Acts ii. 41). Their resurrection was a pledge 
and assiu*ance of the efficacy of the death and resur- 
rection of Christ, who had overcome death, and 
opened to His people the gates of life. It would 
seem that the bursting of the tombs took place at 

d2 
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the moment of Christ's death, and the rising of the 
saints after His resun^ection. He rose first to die 
no more ; they rose as His companions and attend- 
ants to die again. Their mission accomplished, they 
retmned to their rest. 

Z. 

And went into the holy dty.] Observe, Jerusalem 
is still called the holy city, although stained and 
desecrated by so great a crime as the crucifixion. It 
is so styled as containing the temple and the holy of 
holies, and as being the great place of resort for all 
the worshippers of the true God from all parts of the 
earth. As long as the temple stood, and the solemn 
service of God was performed there, Jerusalem would 
still be the holy city. (See Psalm cxxii.) 

r. 

Truly this was the Son of God.] St. Luke gives it, 
Certainly this was a righteous man (ch. xxiii. 47). 
The two accounts, however, are not contradictory. 
There were several speakers, and some made one 
assertion and some the other. No wonder they were 
struck. In all their experience of executions (and 
in those troublous times they had been present at 
many), they never witnessed such an execution as 
this. The dignified coliduct, the superhuman pa- 
tience of the sufferer, and the sympathy of nature 
with His sufferings — such fearful signs and portents, 
darkness, earthquake, rending rocks — ^what could 
these things mean ? The exceeding loud cry at the 
moment of death had c^so something miraculous in 



NOTES TO HARMONY. 37 

it. The educated centurion, quite as much as the 
uneducated soldiers, felt the impression of the hour. 
Perhaps they began with the conviction that the 
Sufferer was suffering an imjustv sentence, was a 
righteous maru, and ended with the conviction that 
He was more than man, that He was Divine, that He 
was Son of God. He had called Himself Son of God, 
His enemies called Him so in jest, the guards now 
acknowledge Him in earnest. By this confession 
the centurion glorified God (St. Luke xxiii. 47) ; 
for, says St. Paul, everyone that confesseth Jesus 
Christ confesseth Him "to the glory of God the 
Father." (Philip, ii. 11.) Query — Did the soldier 
who afterwards pierced our Saviour belong to this 
company? and if so, why did he pierce Him ? Was 
it humanity, to insure His death and put an end to 
His torture? Or was it to insult the dead body? 
We cannot tell. We only know, that whatever were 
his motive, he was the involuntary instrument in the 
hands of God for fulfilling prophecy, and proving 
Jesus the promised Messiah. 

A. 

Stood afar of.] Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary had been standing close to the cross. Perhaps 
the guard had driven them away, or perhaps they 
retired when St. John conducted the Virgin Mary to 
his house. Salome is mentioned by name only in St. 
Mark. From the parallel passage (St. Matthew xxyii. 
66) we infer that she was wife of Zebedee, and mother 
of the Boanerges, James and John. Among the 
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women, who accompanied Jesus in His last journey 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, would be Joanna, and 
Susannah, and others, as we read in St. Luke viii. 3. 
This Evangelist gives us the details of our Saviour's 
last journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, in that por- 
tion of his Gospel included in chapters ix. 51 — ^xix. 28, 
throughout. Besides the women of Galilee there 
were present also women of Jerusalem and of the 
neighbourhood (St. Luke xxiii. 28), and among them 
probably Maiy and Martha of Bethany. In the num- 
ber of His acquaintance, who stood afar off, we are 
to reckon the apostles. They must have been wit- 
nesses of what was going on : else how could St 
Thomas have known of the spear-wound in the side ? 
(St. John XX. 25.) Of all the apostles the beloved one 
alone seems to have laid aside personal considera- 
tions and to have stood close by the cross, where he 
saw distinctly all that he has recorded. Observe : no 
part of Gospel history is destitute of eye-witnesses to 
vouch for its truth* 

0. 

It was the preparation,] i. e. the day before the sab- 
bath (St. Mark xv. 42), and that the great paschal 
sabbath, the anniversary of the deliverance from 
Egypt, the most religiously observed of all their 
festivals. It was forbidden by Moses that they 
should on any occasion leave a corpse hanging all 
night upon the tree ; such a thing was unclean, and 
would defile the land (Deut. xxi. 22, 23). But for 
the corpses of three crucified malefactors to remain 
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gibbeted in the near neighbourhood of the holy city, 
on the great paschal sabbath, would have been the 
Teiy abomination of pollution. 

A. 

Forthwith came thereout blood and water,^ Thereout, 
L e. out of the side. This is another and a further 
proof of death. The pericardium, a membrane round 
the heart, contains a liquor resembling water. The 
8oldier*8 spear pierced the pericardium and the heart 
too. From the former came the water, from the 
latter came the blood. The spear, therefore, inflicted 
a mortal wound, and would have ensured death, if 
our Saviour had not been already dead. But there 
was also something mystical in this outflowing of 
blood and water. St. John evidently alludes to it in 
his Ist Epistle, ch. v. 6. Bishop Hall makes the 
following reflections upon it: "This very wound 
hath a mouth to speak the Messiahship of my 
Saviour, and the truth of Thy Scripture, * They shall 
look at ^im, whom they have pierced.' Behold now 
the second Adam sleeping, and out of His side 
formed the mother of the living, the evangelical 
Church. Behold the rock which was smitten, and 
the waters of life gushed forth. Behold the fountain 
that is set open to the house of David, for sin and 
for uncleanness, a fountain not of water only, but of 
blood too. O Saviour, by Thy water we are washed, 
by Thy blood we are redeemed. Those two sacra- 
ments which Thou didst institute alive, flow also 
from Thee dead, as the last memorials of Thy love 
to Thy Church ; the water of baptism, which is the 
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layer of regeneration, the blood of the New Testa- 
ment shed for the remission of sins. And thjese, 
together with the Spirit that gives life to them both, 
are the three witnesses on earth, whose attestation 
cannot fail us. precious and sovereign wound, by 
which our souls are healed ! " 

a 

* 

A hone of Him shall not be broken,] St. John is 
quoting Exod. xii. 46, where Moses issues orders re- 
specting the paschal lamb, " Neither shall ye break 
a bone thereof." Now the paschal lamb is a type of 
Christ; and St. John applies to the antitype that 
which was originally spoken of the type. We find 
also in Psalm xxxiv. 20, " He keepeth all His bones, 
so that not one of them is broken," — a remarkable 
passage, and evidently fulfilled on this occasion in 
Christ 

n. 

They shall look on Him whom they pierced.] This 
passage is cited from Zech. xii. 13, where the prophet 
represents Messiah as Himself saying, " They shall 
look on Me whom they have pierced." The pro- 
phecy is undoubtedly fulfilled in the soldier piercing 
our Saviour's side. The Psalmist had also foretold 
the piercing of His hands and feet (Ps. xxii. 16), and 
Isaiah had prophesied that He should be " wounded 
for our transgressions " (ch. liii. 5). St. John recurs 
to Zechariah's prophecy in Eev. i. 7, and shows us 
what kind of mourning that shall be, which the pro- 
phet assigns to those who pierced Messiah. Ood 
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give us grace to mourn over sin now, and to mourn 
unto repentance, so that we may not have to wail 
because of Him in that day ! 

All this fulfilment of Scripture is strong confirma- 
tion for the Christian's faith ; and the mercy of God 
has provided that we should have these numerous 
circumstances all previously arranged, so that all 
meeting in one individual, they furnish an infallible 
proof that this was the individual intended, and that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah promised to the 
Fathers. The testimony is sufficiently strong and 
clear to convince the fair and candid mind ; and if 
any wilfully close their eyes and their hearts against 
proof like this, their unbelief and its consequences 
must be upon their own heads. God is faithful 
and just; yea, (as the apostle says) "let God be 
true, but every man a liar, as it is written, that 
Thou mightest be justified in Thy saying, and clear 
when Thou art judged." 



THE THIBD HOUR 

NOTE TO PRECEDE LECTUBE I. 



St. Mark xv. 25. ** It was the third hour, and they 
crucified Him." We have a difficulty here. St. John 
tells us (xix. 14), that when Jesus stood before Pilate^s 
judgment-seat, "it was about the sixth hour." Ac- 
cording to the other three Evangelists the miraculous 
darkness commenced at the sixth hour, our Saviour 
having then been three hours upon the cross. (Com- 
pare St. Mark xv. 25 and 33.) To reconcile these 
statements we must suppose that St. John adopts a 
different reckoning of time from the others. 

St. John's sixth hour is six o'clock in the morning. 
He is describing a trial before the Eoman tribunal, 
and reckons time according to the Eoman civil day, 
which ran from midnight to midnight. The sixth 
hour of the other Evangelists is twelve o'clock at 
noon. They reckon according to the common Jewish 
day from six a.m. to six p.m. 

Our Saviour was arrested at night. (St. John xviii. 
3.) His trial before the Sanhedrim was going on at 
cock-crowing (St. Luke xxii. 61) ; and " as soon as it 
was day," that meeting was held which decided on 
delivering Him to the governor. (St Luke xxii. 66.) 
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It was yet very early when they arrived at the prseto- 
rium. (St. John xviii. 28.) Then followed His first 
examination before Pilate, His first scourging and 
mocking by the soldiers, and Pilate's eflfbrts to pro- 
cure His release and to pacify the people, appealing 
to their pity, '' Ecce homo!" and to their contempt, 
" Ecce rex vester ! " This brings us down to six o'clock 
in the morning. St. John's sixth hour, and is re- 
corded by him, ch. xviii. 28 — xix. 1 4. Then followed 
the sending Jesus to Herod, and all that took place 
there (St. Luke xxiii,-4 — 12), the sending Him back 
again, the further eflfbrts of Pilate to procure His re- 
lease, the final sentence, the scourging and mocking 
that followed it, and the procession to Calvary. 
These things might well consume the three hours 
between six o'clock and nine ; and thus we arrive at 
St. Mark's declaration, " It was the third hoiu* (nine 
o'clock) and they crucified Him." 

Many learned men, however, refuse this solution. 
Why should St. John in this one passage alone follow 
the Roman civil reckoning of time, and not as in 
every other passage the Jewish, to which he was ac- 
customed ? What right have we to place the whole 
of St. John's account (xviii. 28 — xix. 14) before the 
sending to Herod, mentioned by St. Luke xxiii. 4, 
&c.? So much pertinacious resistance on the part of 
Pilate seems inconsistent with the mere prelude to a 
irial, and scarcely could have taken place before six 
o'clock in the morning. Besides, why should St. 
John be so very long in the commencement and so 
very short in the latter part of the trial? Pilate's 
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proposal about Barabbas seems to have been one of 
his last resources ; and it is mentioned St. John xviii. 
40. And certainly it seems most natural that the 
" Ecce rex vester ! " should have been the last appeal 
of all and immediately before the final sentence to 
the cross. We must, therefore, look for some other 
solution of the difficulty : and we shall find it in the 
carelessness of some transcriber, who admitted into 
St. John an error which gradually spread through 
almost all the MSS. The Greek marks for three 
and six are easily mistaken one for the other, / 
being three, and f being six. No doubt all the best 
MSS. of St. John give " the si^h hour." Three old 
MSS., however, and four later ones, give " about the 
third hour," which reading is supported by four of 
the Fathers. An ancient document asserts, " that 
THIRD is the reading of the best copies, and of St. 
John's own autograph preserved at Ephesus." Hence 
it is concluded that the true reading must be, " It 
was about the third hour," i. e., drawing on towards 
it, when Jesus stood before Pilate to receive sentence 
of death. St. Mark speaking accurately says, "It 
was the third hour," i. e, nine o'clock exactly, when 
Jesus was fastened to the cross. 

Of these two solutions I prefer the former, the 
objections to it being not so fatal as the objectors 
imagine. The alteration of the text is, if possible, 
to be avoided ; but even though it were granted, the 
explanation of the amended reading "about the third 
hour" is not satisfactory. It does not allow time 
for all that intervened, the scourging, the soldiers' 
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mockery, and the procession to Calvary. There are 
difficulties either way, perhaps fewer in the first 
method than in the second. 

Some writers solve the question thus : — They leave 
St. John*s text as it is, and explam the sixth hour 
twelve o'clock as in the other Evangelists. The Jews 
(they say) were not so very exact in their division of 
time as we are ; and if a transaction took place hetween 
nine and twelve o'clock, they would call the time the 
third or the sixth hour, according as it might he 
nearer the one or the other. Thus one vrriter might 
refer to the third hour a transaction which another 
referred to the sixth. By comparing St. Mark with 
St. John, we arrive at the conclusion, that Jesus was 
crucified some time between nine and twelve o'clock ; 
the exact hour and the exact minute we cannot de- 
termine. This solution appears to me the most im- 
satisfactory of all ; and, had it not been supported by 
one or two great names, I should not have noticed it. 
It makes the Evangelists far too loose and random in 
their assertions ; and, therefore, to my mind, it car- 
ries its own refutation upon the face of it. 
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LECTUKE I. 

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM. 

St. Lukb xxin. 34. 
Father, forgive them, ^or tiiey know not what they do." 



I PURPOSE, if God permit, during the successive 
weeks of this holy season to take as a subject for 
preaching the sentences uttered by our blessed 
Saviour, while He was hanging upon the cross, 
and finishing the work of our redemption. These 
sentences are seven in number : and as no single 
Evangelist gives them all, we have to search in 
each of the Gospels; and after examining and 
comparing, we gather a saying from one and a 
saying from another, till at length we have the 
whole complete. It is my intention to bring them 
under your notice one after the other in their 
proper order. They are solemn words, and well 
befitting these solemn days of Lent upon which 
we are entered. I pray God we may all feel, that 
this is a solemn season, and may all have grace 
to profit by the lessons it afibrds us. May we 
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listen to it, as bidding us to repentance^ as ex- 
horting us to faith and calling upon God, as 
urging on us a more zealous attention to our 
religious duties, as ordering us to be more fre- 
quent in prayer, more diligent in reading of 
Scripture, more earnest in using the means of 
grace ; so that the end of Lent, if we are spared 
to see it, mky find us more " renewed after the 
image of Christ," with hearts prepared to keep 
the feast of Easter as Christians ought to keep it, 
praising God for His goodness, rejoicing in the 
triumph of our Redeemer, provoking one another 
to love and to good works, and resolving that as 
He who has called us is holy, even so by His 
grace will we be holy also in all manner of con- 
versation. 

The greatest part of the great work that our 
Saviour wrought upon the cross was carried on 
in silence. It was an atoning sacrifice for the 
sins of the world ; and it was not so much speak- 
ing, or acting, as suffering. The few words that 
He did speak, however, the seven sentences, are 
fiill of blessed instruction, and prove how tho- 
roughly His heart was occupied with the grand 
object of His mission, the saving of sinners. May 
the Holy Spirit of grace enable me so to inter- 
pret the words, and you so to receive the inter- 
pretation, that in our case they may not have been 
spoken in vain ! 

Our text contains the first of the seven say- 
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ings; and St. Luke is the only Evangelist that 
records it " Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do P' Perhaps, it is not too much 
to say, that in all the writings in the world there 
are no words more remarkable than these. For 
consider the circumstances under which our Re- 
deemer gave utterance to them. It was while the 
executioners were engaged in the act of fastening 
Him to the cross. They were stretching and 
racking His limbs to fit them to the wood. His 
frame was tortured and strained and drawn out 
beyond its natural reach, until the very bones 
were out of joint ;* and then the strong iron nails 
were driven up to the head through the palms of 
the hands and through the feet; and thus the 
suffering body was riveted and firmly fixed upon 
the tree. Then it was, in that moment of horrible 
torture, that our Saviour poured forth the petition 
of our text. In the extremity of mortal agony He 
breathed no word of threatening, no reproach, no 
complaint. He called for no vengeance on those 
who did the wrong. He jfreely and fiilly forgave 
them, and He prayed that God would forgive 
them. " He made intercession for the transgress- 
ors." In torture of body and in anguish of soul, 
amid the rude scoffs of the multitude and the harsh 
violence of the executioners, the only words He 
uttered were, "Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do !" " They blasphemed Him ; 

* See Psalm xxii. 14. 
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He prayed for them. They scorned, He pitied. 
They sinned against Him; He prayed for their 
forgiveness. They professed their malice; He 
pleaded their ignorance — O compassion without 
example, without measure, fit for the Son of God, 
the Saviour of men !" * " Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do !" 

Now, in one sense, they did know what they 
were doing. They knew that they were perpe- 
trating an act of atrocious cruelty upon a fellow- 
creature : and though the barbarous customs of 
those days had a tendency to harden the heart, 
and did harden the hearts of many ; still a human 
being must be very depraved, before he can lend 
himself to inflict torture upon another human 
being without some stirrings of pity or of remorse. 
It is a hard heart that never feels another's woe. 
They knew also that, in this case, the sufferer was 
an innocent person, had done nothing worthy of 
death : for they had heard the judge himself de- 
clare with his own lips, while he was passing 
sentence upon Him, that really he could find no 
fault in Him. Thus fax, therefore, they did know 
what they were doing. 

But they did not know the fearful atrocity of 
the crime they were committing. The Roman 
soldiers, who were the executioners, of course 
knew nothing about the Messiah promised to 
Israel — ^how could they ? And even the multitude 

* Bishop Hall's Contemplations. 
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of the Jews, who were looking on and consenting 
to the deed, were acting in ignorance and in un- 
belief at the time. No doubt they might have 
known, if Aey would : but they were blinded by 
passion, they were enslaved by prejudice, and 
tfaey were kept in a state of superstitious dark- 
ness and error by the scribes and Pharisees, who 
ought to have taught them better. 'Tis true, they 
had been shouting ^^Hosannah to the Son of 
David !" a very few days before ; but the words 
were voices without signification ; they knew not 
what they said. 'Tis true, the law and the pro- 
phets were read in their ears on the sabbath, but 
while the Scripture was reading, the veil was 
upon their hearts. So they did not know what 
they were doing. They did not know that they 
were crucifying the Lord of glory. They did not 
know what strange judgments, what unheard of 
calamities they were bringing upon their devoted 
country by the part they were taking in this evil 
deed. They did not understand the full meaning 
of the tremendous imprecation that they spoke 
against themselves, when they said, "His blood 
be on us and on our children !" They knew not 
what they did. 

And so at the present day, when the sinner 
commits his abominations against God and against 
man, he cannot certainly plead that he does not 
know he is committing sin. The sabbath-breaker 
who transgresses the Lord's commandment, the 

£ 2 
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licentious profligate iT^ho ruins himself and ruins 
others too, if he can, the malicious slanderer, 
ever on the watch to sully the fair fame of his 
neighbour, the blaspheming infidel who circu- 
lates his mischievous tenets to poison the mind, 
to overthrow the faith, and to corrupt the morals 
of as many as he can reach, all know that 
they are doing wrong. The natural conscience of 
itself would tell them so. Or, again, when per- 
sons allow themselves in secret sins, sins of the 
heart — as envy or hatred, or suUenness, or pride, 
or evil concupiscence, it is very wrong, and they 
know it. But they do not know all : they do not 
know the fiill meaning of what they are doing 
when they are committing sin. 

They do not see sin as God sees it. They do 
not think of sin as committed against God, the 
Creator, the Redeemer, the Sanctifier of men, 
against God, who says of sin, " O do not that 
abominable thing, which I hate !" They do not 
know what the apostle means when he speaks of 
^^ sin being made by the commandment exceeding 
sinful." 

They do not know what a disastrous influence 
sin exerts upon the moral nature of man — how it 
corrupts the heart, and deadens the conscience, 
and at length grows into a habit. They do not 
understand the force of those bitter words, " Let 
them fall from one wickedness into another" — 
every new sin being a step downwards, and a 
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preparation for a step still further down — thus 
placing the sinner at a wider distance from God, 
remoying bim beyond the reach of repentance, 
beyond the hope of recovery. Surely nothing is 
more dismal, nothing more to be dreaded than 
this downward tendency of sin. 

Again, they do not know the mischief they are 
doing to others when they sin, either indirectly 
by bad example, or directly by persuading them 
to evil. Men cannot tread alone the broad road 
that leadeth to destruction. They must needs 
take others with them. In the lapse of years they 
lose sight of their companions, many of them 
their victims, and know not what has become of 
them. They shall meet again in the judgment 
of the great day. What a meeting that will be ! 

Above all, they do not know the consequence 
of sin in a future state, " sin, when it is finished, 
bringing forth death," " the second death," " ever- 
lasting punishment," "the suffering of the ven- 
geance of eternal fire." Alas ! " the workers of 
wickedness have no knowledge." There is a 
" deceitfiilness " in sin : it offers present pleasure, 
it speaks of the day of retribution as far distant, 
and of a day of grace and repentance that will 
surely intervene, and so it whispers peace, a false 
and fatal peace ; and the sinner shuts his eyes and 
hardens his heart, till the flood comes and there 
is no remedy. Thus it is true that men know not 
what they are doing, when they allow themselves 
in the practice of sin. 
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How far ignorance may be admitted to palliate 
or to lighten sin, I shall not stay to inquire. In- 
deed, the inquiry might prove a work beyond my 
power. But we all feel that it adds to the gross- 
ness and grievousness of sin, if it be committed 
against light and knowledge, and opportunity of 
better things. Our Saviour Himself drew a dis- 
tinction between the servant that knew his Lord's 
will and him that knew it not. The Roman ' 
soldiers who nailed our Saviour to the cross, and 
the rabble who joined in the cry of "Crucify 
Him!'' cannot be held in equal guilt with the 
chief priests and elders, who procured the con- 
demnation of the Innocent, who were the con- 
trivers and promoters of the sentence of death. 
They who heard Him teach and who saw His 
miracles, were more to be condemned in refusing 
and rejecting Him, than they who had never 
known such privileges. The guilt of the traitor 
Judas was of a deeper, deadlier die than that of 
the servants and officers who accompanied him.' 
The greater the opportunities of knowledge, the 
less can be alleged in defence of the evil-doer. 
Let us try ourselves by this rule, my brethren. 
What is our knowledge ? what are our opportu- 
nities, and what our improvement of them ? And 
if, peradventure, in answer, our heart condemn us, 
if it tell us that our opportunities have been great 
and our improvement of them none at all, if it 
accuse us of wilfully loving darkness rather than 
light, and so pronounce ua sinners without plea 
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and without excuse, oh, let us not refuse its tes- 
timony, even though it give sentence against us. 
Rather let us probe more deeply still, and know 
the plague of our hearts, and feeling ourselves 
guilty, lost, and ready to perish, let us cast our- 
selves without reserve upon the mercy of God in 
Christ. 

For blessed be His name there is forgiveness 
with Him ! And this is the gracious truth con- 
firmed to us in our text. This prayer of Jesus is 
a practical proof of the reality of the gospel doc- 
trine, forgiveness of sins through the atonement 
and through the intercession of Christ. It was 
for the sins of the world that He was then and 
there enduring the wrath of God : and when He 
thus made intercession for the transgressors, He 
pleaded the merits of that atoning sacrifice which 
then and there was being offered up. He pleaded 
that the blood which then and there was being 
shed for the remission of sins might be effectual in 
the remission of their sins; and that they who 
were fastening Christ upon the cross might them- 
selves in their own experience know the cross of 
Christ as " the power of God unto salvation " to 
the repentant converted sinner. 

And surely the prayer of Christ on the cross 
was not a prayer that could be offered in vain ; 
and by and by we see the effects of it. The very 
soldiers, his executioners, were moved to com- 
punction ; and the multitude who had scoffed and 
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jeered in the morning, changed their mockery into 
lamentation in the evening. " Now when the 
centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, 
saying, Certainly this was a righteous man. And 
all the people that came together to that sight, 
beholding the things which were done, smote 
their breasts and returned." 

And not long after, in the history of the Acts 
of the Apostles, we hear the zealous preacher, a 
herald of mercy, proclaiming pardon and recon- 
ciliation even to those who " with wicked hands 
had crucified and slain " the Prince of life. And 
when they " were pricked in their hearts," and 
asked of the apostles, ^^ Men and brethren, what 
shall we do ?" the answer was, " Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." And that 
day three thousand converts were added to the 
Church. Nor was this the mere excitement of 
the moment, a religious revival to blaze like a 
meteor, and then to vanish away. It was a true 
and lasting conversion. " They continued stead- 
fastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread and in prayers." Surely we 
cannot be wrong in discerning here some fruits of 
that petition which our Saviour offered up on 
the cross. No marvel that three thousand souls 
should be converted at one sermon, now that we 
Jsee the cause of it. It was not the eloquence of 



FATHER, FORGIVE THEM. 57 

the apostle, it was the prayer of the Saviour that 
was thus effectual: "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do !" 

And let us remember for our comfort, brethren, 
that the intercession of Jesus is not a thing of the 
past, a thing that once was, but is now no longer 
— ^it is going on at this very moment. It is still 
effectual, and it will not lose its power till time 
shall be swallowed up in eternity, and the re- 
deemed of the Lord shall have no more need of 
intercession to keep them from the power of evil. 
" He is gone into heaven itself now to appear in 
the presence of God for us." "He is able to 
save to the uttermost them that come unto God 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them." 

Let this thought strengthen and support us in 
the frailty of our mortal nature amid the trials and 
temptations of the world. When sin past rises 
up in the conscience to terrify and confound us, 
and sin present so besets us that the hands hang 
down, and the knees are feeble, and messengers 
of Satan assault and buffet, and the flesh is weak, 
and the enemy is strong, then let us encourage 
ourselves with the assurance that we have an all- 
sufficient Friend at the right hand of God making 
intercession for us. He pleads before the throne 
on our behalf the merits of His cross and passion. 
He pleads that the promise of pardon may be 
renewed and confirmed to us, that the humble 
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penitent may have the peace of God to rule in 
his heart, may ^^know the love of Christ that 
passeth knowledge, and may be filled with the 
fdlness of God>" 

Brethren^ if He so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another. It is the privilege and glory 
of the disciple to be " as his Master." An un- 
forgiving Christian is no true follower of a for- 
giving Saviour. An unforgiving Christian ! The 
words set side by side look strange to the eye, 
and sound strange in the ear. It is monstrous — 
something out of harmony with the whole scheme 
of the Gospel, insomuch that this gospel declares 
that for the unforgiving there is no forgiveness. 
Nay for him his very " prayer is turned into sin ;" 
for he prays, "Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive them that trespass against us." "That 
mercy I to others show, that mercy show to me." 
The merciless unfeeling servant just forgiven the 
debt of ten thousand talents, and rushing out of 
the presence of a bountiful and compassionate 
Master to seize by the throat and to cast into 
prison his fellow servant who owed him a hundred 
pence — such is our Saviour's own emblem of an 
unforgiving Christian. And the punishment which 
overtook that mercUess man is to be our warning, 
lest we should sin like him, and the wrath of G^D 
should abide upon us. 

May God in mercy keep us jfrom such a spirit 
and from such a doom ! May He grant us a 
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part and a portion in the merits of the cross and 
passion, and in the intercession of Christ ! May 
He give us the true penitent heart and lively- 
faith, to prove that we have not received the grace 
of GrOD in vain ! Above all, may He vouchsafe 
us the never-failing sign* that distinguishes those 
who have received mercy of the Lord, a merciful 
and forgiving temper ! For He to whom much 
hath been forgiven, the same loveth much. He 
is kind, tender-hearted, forbearing, and forgiving, 
for the love of Christ constraineth him. 



THE VIRGIN MARY. 



MOTE TO PBEOEDE LEOTUBE H. 



In Holy Scripture we find the following particulars 
recorded respecting the Virgin Mary : — 

1. Her residence at Nazareth, and the Angel's salu- 

tation. (St. Luke i. 26, &c.) 

2. Her visit to Elizabeth at Hebron, and return to 

Nazareth. (St. Luke i. 39, &c.) 

3. Her condition exciting Joseph's fears and suspi- 

cions. (St. Matt. i. 18, &c.) 

4. Her marriage with Joseph. (St. Matt. i. 24.) 

5. Her journey to Bethlehem for the census, and 

giving birth to Jesus Christ. (St Luke ii. 
1, &c. St. Matt. ii. 1.) 

6. Her receiving the Shepherds. (St. Luke ii. 

16—19.) 

7. Her purification, and the circumstances attending 

it. (St. Luke ii. 22—38.) 

8. Her receiving the wise men. (St. Matt. ii. 11.) 

9. Her flight into Egypt. (St. Matt. ii. 14.) 

] 0. Her return to Palestine, and residence in Naza- 
reth. (St. Matt. ii. 21—23. St. Luke ii. 39.) 
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11. Her habit of accompanying Joseph to keep the 

passover at Jerusalem, and an incident that 
occurred on one of those visits. (St. Luke 
ii. 41, &c.) 

12. Hes presence at the marriage in Cana, from 

whence she accompanies Jesus and His disci- 
ples to Os^emaum. (St. John ii. 1 — 12.) 

13. Her attempt in conjunction with the relations of 

Jesus, to arrest Him in His ministry. (St. 
Mark iii. 31. 21.) 

14. Her low estate, as testified by the mean opinion 

entertained of her at Nazareth. (St. Mark vi. 3.) 

15. Her presence at the crucifixion. (St. John xix. 

25.) 

16. Her presence at the religious assemblies of the 

disciples. (Acts i. 14.) 

And this is all that the inspired volume tells us 
respecting her. Any other information besides this 
is uncertain and unsatisfactory. If we may credit 
Nicephorus (Eccles. Hist. lib. ii. 3), she lived with 
St. John, at Jerusalem, eleven years, and then died, 
and was buried (according to tradition) in Geth- 
semane. St. John appears to have continued his 
abode at Jerusalem to a later date, for St. Paul found 
him there when he visited the city to attend the 
coimcil — A.D. 52. (See Acts xv. 2. Gal. ii. 9.) An- 
dreas Cretensis, a writer of the seventh century, 
asserts, that the Virgin Mary lived to accompany St. 
John to Ephesus, and died there in extreme old age. 
The council of Ephesus (a.d. 431) declare that her 
sepulchre was shown in Ephesus at that day. 

I will not introduce here any of the legends of 
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the dark ages respecting the Virgin Mary, some of 
them religiously held at this day in the Chm*ch of 
Bome. I have no room for controversy, and our 
subject is too solemn for ridicule. I will make but 
one short quotation from Bishop Bull's sermon on 
the blessed Virgin. Speaking of the fables and fic- 
tions that have been circulated respecting her, he 
says, " Wise men have thought that the authors of 
these romances in religion were no better than the 
tools and instruments of Satan, used by him to expose 
the Christian religion, and render it ridiculous, and 
thereby to introduce atheism." God forbid that we 
should cast in our lot with them ! " My soul, come 
not thou into their secret !" 



LECTUKE 11. 

MOTHER AND SON. 

St. John xix. 26, 27. 

"He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! 
Then saith He to the disciple. Behold thy mother!" 

And that disciple has preserved for us this 
record of filial afiection, an example to all ages 
of the tender care and dutiful regard that the 
child owes to the parent. It is the second of 
those blessed sentences uttered by Christ as He 
hung upon the cross. His first saying was ai word 
of prayer to His Father in heaven, His second is 
a word of kindness and of sympathy to His 
mother, as she stood beside the cross. In the 
first He taught us to " forgive our enemies," and 
to " pray for them that despitefuUy use us :" in 
the second He teaches us ^' to love, honour, and 
succour our father and mother." 

The blessed Virgin was standing beside the 
cross of Jesus, well nigh cnished beneath the 
weight of a sorrow that " maketh the heart stoop," 
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and " breaketh the spirit." She felt in that hour 
the full meaning of the prophetic word spoken to 
her years ago by the aged Simeon, " Yea, a sword 
shall pierce through thine own soul also." At 
that moment she was proving the sharpness of it. 
How mysterious to her were the ways of Provi- 
dence ! A mother witnessing the torture, the 
degradation, the death of a son ! And such a 
mother, and such a Son ! The mother the blessed 
Virgin, the Son "God manifest in the flesh!" 
His birth had been a mystery. His whole life a 
miracle, and His death — oh, what a mystery was 
that ! She might say with the Psalmist, " Then 
thought I to understand this, but it was too hard 
for me." 

Yet even in that trying hour, amid all her dis- 
tress and all her perplexity, the " grace of God 
was sufficient for her." It kept her from falling, 
and gave her strength equal to her day. She does 
not break forth into crying, she does not faint or 
swoon away; she refrains herself, and meekly, 
quietly, submissively, stands beside the cross. 
The other women had given vent to their feelings, 
and had followed the Lord to Calvary, " bewailing 
and lamenting Him." But not so the blessed 
Virgin. Her sorrow was not loud but deep. She 
felt her grief, she did not show it. She was 
" dumb, and opened not her mouth :" nevertheless 
her " heart knew its own bitterness," while she 
stood in silent anguish beside the cross of Jesus. 

F 
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And truly her condition was grievous enough 
to have moved even the relentless hearts of the 
persecutors to pity her. She was now " a widow 
indeed, and desolate.'' Joseph her husband had 
already gone the way of all the earth ; and her 
Son, her only Son, the support of her declining 
years, was dying by the hand of the public exe- 
cutioners. And she from henceforth, homeless 
and childless, was to be cast out upon the stinted 
charity of a cold and selfish world ! 

Thus &he stood, destitute for the present, and 
hopeless for the future, when the loving eye of 
Jesus fell upon her, and not upon her alone, for 
He saw also another standing by, even the disci- 
ple whom He loved. That disciple had been the 
first to recover from the shameful flight and deser- 
tion in the garden of Gethsemane. He had fol- 
lowed his Master into the palace of the high priest : 
he had followed Him into Pilate's judgment-hall^ 
and from thence had accompanied Him to Cal- 
vary. And now, while the rest " stood afar oflF," 
he alone of all the disciples was standing beside 
the cross. " When Jesus, therefore, saw His mother 
and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, He 
saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son !" 
There is one who will be to thee in My stead, 
who will nourish thee and cherish thee, now that 
I am taken from thee. He will receive thee under 
his roof, will share with thee his basket and his 
store, and ere thou shalt want he will want him- 
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self. " Behold thy son P' " Then saith He to the 
disciple. Behold thy mother ! " Be to her in the 
place of her son. Treat her as the nearest and 
the dearest that you have. With My dying breath 
I commit her to thy care — " Behold thy mother ! " 
And the disciple was not slow to receive his 
Master's charge. With him to hear was to obey. 
^^ From that hour that disciple took her unto his 
own home." 

Such is the history in connexion with our text. 
It is " written for our learning." Let us endea- 
vour by God's help to gather instruction from it. 

1. The first and clearest lesson, that it teaches, 
is the duty of tihe child towards the parent — " to 
love, honour, and succour father and mother." 
A stronger example of filial love and filial duty 
there surely coidd not be. Amid die tortures of 
crucifixion, and with the burden of the sins of 
the world upon Him, our Saviour is so mindfiil of 
the tie between child and parent, is so full of 
regard for His widowed and destitute mother, that 
He vdll not die, till He has commended her to 
the disciple whom He loved, and so provided for 
her a home. And as He acted so He taught. 
Among all His sharp reproofs of the scribes and 
Pharisees, and of their unscriptural doctrine. He 
is never more severe than when He exposes their 
false dishonest interpretation of the fifth com- 
mandment. "God commanded, saying. Honour 
thy father and thy mother ! But ye say, if a man 
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make an offering to the treasury of the temple, he 
is free from the obligation of the fifth command- 
ment: he is not bound to do anything more for 
his father or his mother! Ye hypocrites! Ye 
have made the word of God of none effect by 
your tradition ! " 

There are several children now in church. I 
am speaking especially to you ; and I speak plain 
enough for the youngest to understand me. Most 
of you, if you live, will have to maintain your- 
selves by the work of your hands: none of you 
will eat the bread of idleness. But remember, 
however coarse your daily fare, however scanty 
your pittance, and however hardly earned, it is 
not all your own to dispose of as you please. 
Your earnings, be they what they may, are not 
all to be spent upon self. Your parents have a 
claim upon you, a claim not so much upon your 
charity as upon your justice. "Let children learn 
to requite their parents ;" and a requital is the 
payment of a debt, a return for benefits received. 
Shame upon you, if you throw away in folly what 
would comfort and support the declining years of 
a poverty-stricken parent! Shame on the son 
who will waste in debauchery what would supply 
many a cheerful meal to an aged father pining 
away on parish allowance ! Shame on the daugh- 
ter who will squander in unbecoming finery what 
would furnish a warm winter garment to a shiver- 
ing mother ! Such a son or such a daughter is 



MOTHER AND SON. 69 

no true disciple of the Lord Jesus. For you, my 
young £riends, I hope you would never suffer an 
aged and infirm parent to be destitute, while your 
care and industry might prevent it. If you do, so 
much the worse for you ! The blessing of God 
cannot follow a cruel, selfish, unthankful child. 
Let this ever be your motto with respect to a 
parent, " I will want ere thou shalt want." As 
your friend and your pastor I advise and I warn 
you. If you disregard me, the advice and the 
warning will rise up against you in the judgment 
to condemn you. 

2. But let us learn another lesson from this 
passage of scripture — a lesson to comfort and 
encourage us amid the changes and chances 
of this mortal life. The goodness of God will 
never fail those that put their trust in Him ; and 
if in His providence one metcy should be taken 
away, another shall be given in its room. What 
a miserable prospect of want and desolation was 
before the blessed Virgin that day, as she stood 
beside the cross ! But no, take courage ! The 
Lord will provide ! If her Son is cut off out of 
the land of the living, another is raised up from 
that day forward to be unto her as a son. And 
this is recorded to comfort those that mourn, to 
' give hope and encouragement to the bereaved and 
Ae destitute. It seems to say to the Christian, 
Never despair ! The Lord will provide ! Holy 
Scripture abounds in comfortable words, inviting 
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and persuading as to commit onr cause onto the 
Lord. If the dying Christian have his last honrs 
clouded with the thought that he is parting from 
those who look up to him for guidance and for 
support, the scripture understands his fears and 
meets him with consolation. It assures him of 
the sympathy of Jesus, who knows Himself what 
it is to die and to part from friends who looked 
up to Him for guidance and for support. It 
speaks to him in the word of the Lord : " Leave 
thy fatherless children, and let thy widows trust 
in Me, saith the Lord." K the children, as they 
gather round the death-bed of the kind and faith- 
fril parent, cannot help casting forward anxious 
thoughts about the wants and supplies of the 
future, to them also the Scripture speaks comfort, 
and reminds them of the promise of GrOD : " I 
will receive you, arid will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty." Thus is He a present help in 
time of need. " He is faithful that promised : " 
and " He hath said, I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee; so that we may boldly say. The 
Lord is my helper." 

3. A third lesson that we may learn from our 
subject is this, that it is a token of tiie Lord's 
love to us, if He make us active and usefril in 
His service. The more He gives us to do, the 
greater is the favour He shows us, and the honour 
He puts upon us. It was thus He dealt with St. 
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John. To his caxe was committed the mother of 
Jesus, because he was the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. Observe, therefore, our Lord testified His 
love for St. John by multiplying his duties and 
increasing his responsibilities. Instead of giving 
him less to do, He gave him more to do in His 
service : instead of lightening or removing the 
burden. He made it heavier and greater. Let us 
not neglect to notice this mark of the love and 
favour of Jesus, and let us try ourselves by it. 
Is the Lord engaging us in His work ? If so, it 
is a sign that He loves us, and the more He loves 
us the more useful He will make us. And what 
a distinction it is for creatures such as we are, to 
be engaged in the service of the Lord ! Our 
best efforts are poor and mean in themselves; 
they are dignified and exalted when the Lord 
vouchsafes to accept them. * He has no need of 
us or of anything that we can do ; but in His 
goodness He employs us, to give us the oppor- 
tunity of growing in grace and of occupying the 
talents committed to our charge. Let us beware 
lest we " frustrate the grace of God " by neglect- 
ing the opportunities He grants us: and daily 
when we offer our prayers and our praises, let us 
devote ourselves anew to His service, and entreat 
Him to accept and to bless us, and to use us as 
instruments of good. 

Thus did the beloved apostle. He stood by 
tite cross, ready to receive die last charges of his 
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dying Lord ; and then cheerfully and thankfully, 
without delay, without hesitation, he carried out 
the charge that he received. " From that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own home." From 
that hour: there is no counting of the cost or 
dreading of the consequences ; no casting in his 
mind what manner of requisition this might be. 
He hears his Master^s wish and immediately he 
obeys it. " From that hour that disciple took her 
unto his own home." 

And oh ! how lovingly would the beloved apos- 
tle deal with the mother of our Lord! How 
affectionately would he watch over her ! How 
tenderly would he cherish her ! Many an hour 
would they spend in pleasant converse about the 
past and about the future. Many an evening, 
after the prayers were offered up and the service 
ended, would they sit together ere they retired to 
rest, and commune one with another about Him 
whom their soul loved ! The clouds and darkness 
were all scattered now. The blessed Virgin could 
understand now what formerly she could but pon- 
der in her heart, the miraculous birth, the life 
spent in doing good, and the terrible death to end 
it. Formerly these had been "judgments un- 
searchable, and ways past finding out:" but she 
understood them all now. She knew now how 
Jesus could " endure the cross, and despise the 
shame." She knew now that "thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead: and 
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that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name among all nations.'' 

And here our information respecting the blessed 
Virgin begins to fall short. She is mentioned by 
name only once in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
not once throughout the whole of the Epistles. 
The last record of her describes her as engaged 
in prayer and in religious service with the other 
disciples of our Lord.* Thus she lived, and thus 
no doubt she died. In God's good time her 
summons came, and she " entered into peace." 

In the writings of the earliest Christians we 
find but little said of her, and that little generally 
a repetition of what is recorded in holy scripture. 
But when in process of time the dark ages enve- 
loped the earth, and the Christian religion was 
corrupted with superstition, and the Church went 
half way to meet the heathen, admitting images 
into her worship, substituting Christian worthies 
for Pagan demigods, and otherwise sullying the 
purity of her doctrine, laying aside the word of 
God, and teaching instead the traditions of men : 
then innumerable legends and stories about the 
blessed Virgin and about the saints were invented 
and circulated far and wide. Nothing was too 
gross for the teachers to assert, and nothing too 
gross for the ignorant and barbarous hearers to 
receive. It seemed as though the gospel light 
were to fade away, and the night of superstition 
to close once more upon the earth. 

* See Acts i. 14. 
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But, blessed be God for the Reformation, we 
have not to follow the false delusive guiding of an 
uncertain tradition ! We have not to rest our 
faith on a superstition debased even to idolatry. 
We have the pure word of God to instruct us, and 
the true religion of Christ for our faith to rest in. 
Taught by this gospel, we cannot receive the 
legends of the dark ages respecting the Virgin 
Mary. We cannot grave her image, or paint her 
picture to worship it. We cannot call her " Re- 
fuge of sinners," or "Queen of heaven." We 
cannot commit our souls to her keeping, or invoke 
her aid as our intercessor at the right hand of 
God. We have not so learned Christ and His 
word. By that word we are taught that there is 
but one Mediator between God and man, even 
Jesus Christ. We believe in Him as our Saviour, 
our Lord, and our God. We worship Him, and 
give Him thanks, and put our whole trust in 
Him; but we cannot worship the Virgin Mary, 
or put our trust in her. We believe, respecting 
her, that she is the mother of Jesus Christ, accord- 
ing to the flesh. We read and we receive the 
angeFs message to her, "Hail, thou that art 
highly favoured ! The Lord is with thee ! 
Blessed art thou among women ! " We too, 
like him, will call her " blessed." We will love 
her, and reverence her as the mother of Jesus 
Christ. We will bless God that He " gave His 
only begotten Son to take upon Him our nature. 
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and to be bom of a pure Virgin." We will 
glorify God for her Christian life and for her 
Christian death ; and we will beseech Him to 
give us grace so to follow her good example, that 
with her we may be partakers of His heavenly 
kingdom. 

Above all, we will strive by God's grace, to 
follow her example in this ; like her, we will 
determine to stand beside the cross. We will 
study its doctrine^ as revealed in Holy Writ ; we 
will earnestly pray that we may be planted to- 
gether in the likeness of His death ; we will 
piously partake of the sacred and significant 
memorials of His passion; and thus by God's 
help we will stand beside the cross. 

When we feel our need of an atoning sacrifice, 
when the burden of sin is weighing us down, and 
the horrible dread is overwhelming us ; then by 
God's help we will think of " Christ our Passover 
sacrificed for us," and we vrill stand beside the 
cross. 

When the world with its prosperity is lifting 
up our hearts in pride and self-sufiiciency, or 
when the world with its adversity is souring our 
temper, and making us fretful, and wearied, and 
faint in our minds, we will " consider Jesus," and 
stand beside the cross. " In all time of our tri- 
bulation, in all time of our wealth," by God's help 
we will stand beside the cross. 

If in our daily life we need an example of 
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tender affection to friends, or of love and of 
kindness to enemies, then by God's help we will 
stand beside the cross. Yes, by God's help we 
will stand there, we will kneel there, we will 
abide there, until by God's help we have learned 
like the apostle " to know nothing but Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified," until we can feel 
within some present tokens of that devotion 
which warmed and stirred his zealous heart when 
he said, " God forbid that I should glory save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ !" 

O Saviour, accept us, we beseech Thee, and 
give us a portion in the sacrifice of the cross! 
" By Thy cross and passion, good Lord, deliver 
us!" 



THE TWO THIEVES. 



NOTE TO PRECEDE LECTURE III. 



St Matt, xxvii. 44. — " The thieves also which were 
crucified with Him cast the same in His teeth." 
(So St. Mai^k XV. 32.) 

St. Luke xxiii. 39.— "And one of the malefac- 
tors which were hanged, railed on Him. 40. But 
the other answering rebuked him, &c. 

How is this difference to be accounted for ? There 
are two methods of solving the difficulty, each of 
them sanctioned by high authority. 

I. The two first evangelists speak in general 
terms, and without entering into the exact particu- 
lars, say, that not only did the executioners, and the 
mob of bystanders, and the chief priests, insult and 
revile our Saviour, but even the malefactors. His 
fellow sufferers, joined in the abuse. And then some 
instances of the general for the particular are given, 
viz. : — 

St. John xix. 29. — ** They (i. e. the soldiers) filled 
a sponge with vinegar, and put it to His mouth." (St. 
Mark xv. 36.) One of them did it. 

St. Matthew xxvi. 8. — " His disciples had indig- 
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nation." St. Mark xiv. 4. — Some of them. St. John 
xii. 4. — One of them, Judas Iscariot. 

St. Mark xvi. 5. — One angel is mentioned in the 
grave of Jesus. St. Luke xxiv. 4. — Two are men- 
tioned. So St. John XX. 12. 

And so in our present passage the accounts vary. 
The general account is, that the thieves reviled our 
Saviour. The exact and particular account is, that 
one of the thieves did so ; but the other repented, 
confessed Christ, and was saved. This solution is 
supported by the great names of Cyprian and 
Augustine. 

II. The other opinion is, that in the early part of 
the crucifixion both the malefactors joined in reviling 
Jesus ; and one of them persisted in it to the last. 
But the other, moved by His singular patience and 
meekness imder injuries and insults, hearing Him 
pray for those that did the wrong, and having his 
heart renewed by the grace of God, repented of his 
sin, rebuked his railing companion, and professed 
his faith in Jesus as Messiah. Origen and Chrysos- 
tom hold this opinion. 
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THE PENITENT. 

St. Luke xxnr. 43. 

" Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in 

Paradise." 

Hitherto we have seen our blessed Saviour 
hanging on the cross, "the man of sorrows" 
making supplication to His Father in Heaven, 
and providing for His widowed mother, His sur- 
vivor upon earth. But to-day we are to behold 
Him in another and a different character. He is 
not now the Son of Man offering prayer to God ; 
but He is the Son of God, Himself receiving 
prayer. He is "the King Almighty, Immortal," 
graciously condescending to the humble peti- 
tioner, approving and comforting the repentant 
sinner, granting him pardon and deliverance 
from all his sins, and assuring him of an abun- 
dant entrance into His own everlasting kingdom, 
" Verily I say unto thee. To-day shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise." 
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Those who crucified Him litde thought of 
giving Him this opportunity for the display of 
His eternal power and Godhead. They thought 
of nothing but of insult and disgrace, when they 
made preparation for His crucifixion, taking care 
so to order matters, that there should be "two 
thieves crucified with Him, one on the right hand 
and the other on the left, and Jesus in the midst." 
Their object was to add bitterness to the torture 
they were inflicting, to degrade Jesus of Nazareth 
(as they thought) to the lowest place, and to tes- 
tify to the whole world that the worst and the 
vilest were the fittest to die in His company. 
They litde imagined what a service they were 
rendering to the Christian cause. They not only 
gave Him as it were the first trophy of His cross, 
the soul that accompanied Him to the realms of 
bliss, but they even helped to fulfil the scriptures 
of the prophets. It was vnritten there of the 
Messiah, that He should be " numbered with the 
transgressors." And thus this scripture was ful- 
filled: and His enemies, in gratifying their own 
spite and cruelty, added one more to the very 
many particulars, in which the life and the death 
of Jesus of Nazareth agree with the life and the 
death of the Messiah, " as it is written in the law 
of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning Him." Thus they furnish us with 
one more example to " prove from the scriptures 
that Jesus is Christ." And thus the Lord " makes 
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the wrath of man to praise Him ; and the re- 
mainder of wrath He restrains." 

Two of the evangelists tell us only that the 
thieves, who were crucified with Him, joined the 
multitude in railing and blaspheming the Lord 
Jesus. Of the penitent, who was saved as a brand 
plucked out of the burning, they say nothing. 
His repentance and acceptance we learn from 
St Luke, who gives us an exact and particular 
account of the whole matter. He says, " One of 
the malefactors that were hanged with Him, railed 
on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save Thy- 
self and us!" This man was a hardened sinner; 
and his chastisement had no effect on him for 
good. He was like those who are described in 
the Book of Revelation, as " gnawing their 
tongues for pain, and blaspheming the God of 
heaven, because of their pains and their sores, 
and repenting not of their deeds." And when 
he asked our Saviour to save him, it was merely 
the outburst of an untamed and fierce spirit, im- 
patient of the torture that he was enduring. . He 
did not mean that Jesus should save his soul, 
should make him a new creature, give him true 
repentance, forgive him his sins, and reconcile 
him. to God. No, but he wanted the Christ (if 
Christ He were) to save his life^ to set him free 
from the cross on which he was hanging, to let 
him loose again on society to rob and to murder 
without fear and without restraint. This was 
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what he meant, when he asked our Lord to save 
him. 

Thus the wretched' criminal spent his last hours 
in abuse and in blasphemy, till at length the sol- 
diers came to put an end to his life. But " the 
tender mercies of the wicked are cruel." They 
did not pierce him to the heart, and so kill him 
at once ; but they struck him with heavy and oft 
repeated blows, until his bones were all broken, 
and the life was at length extinct. They were 
obliged to shorten the period of his sufferings, 
but to make up for that, they added, as far as they 
could, to the intense anguish of them. And so, 
amid shrieks and yells, and hideous outcries, his 
soul departed, and went to its own place, passed 
from torture to torture, from sin and suffering on 
earth to sin and suffering unspeakable, never end- 
ing, in the place of torment. 

Let us turn away from these horrors, and thank 
God that we have a brighter and a happier subject 
to contemplate. The other malefactor sought and 
found repentance and remission of sins ; and re- 
mains to all ages a monument of the mercy and 
goodness of God, who willeth not that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
Of this man's history we know nothing ; whether 
he had ever seen our Saviour before ; whether he 
had ever mingled with the crowd, and witnessed 
the miracles, and heard the gracious words, and 
proved the loving-kindness of Jesus of Nazareth ; 
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whether he had been kept some time in prison, 
and had spent that time in serious thought, in 
prayer, and calling upon God, — of all this we 
know nothing. We see in his conversion the 
truth of the word of Christ, that as the wind blow- 
eth where it listeth, so doth the Holy Spirit elect, 
regenerate, and sanctify whom He will, — a Saul 
on an errand of persecution ; a malefactor nailed 
to the cross ; a Timothy trained in religion from 
his youth ; a Lydia, whose heart is opened as she 
listens to the word of the Lord. In all these the 
Holy Ghost as Lord and God worketh His own 
good pleasure, dividing to each of them severally 
as He will. 

But however sudden the conversion of this 
malefactor may have been, it was beyond all 
question a real conversion. It bears upon it 
unmistakeable marks of the new heart, and the 
right spirit, sure traces of the work of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Some of these marks let us now consider. 
And, first, we see that proof of true repentance, 
confession of sin. It is written, " He that covereth 
his sins shall not prosper ; but he that confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy." Now this 
man owns himself a sinner, and acknowledges 
that he deserves his doom. " We indeed justly, 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds." 
And yet it was torture that he was enduring. 
His limbs were racked and stretched to the ut- 

G 2 
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most, to fit and fasten them to the cross ; great 
nails of iron were driven through hands and feet ; 
and thus the body was left hanging in misery, till 
nature was quite worn out, or till the bones were 
broken, and a frightful death removed the sufierer 
beyond the reach of the cruelty of man. Such 
was the sentence that he was undergoing; and 
yet he says in the midst of it, " I deserve it all ; 
I have sinned against God and against man; I 
receive the due reward of my deeds." 

He rebukes the blasphemy of the other male- 
factor, formerly his companion in crime, and now 
his companion in pimishment. " Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the like condemna- 
tion? Is it not a shame that thou should'st be 
spending thy latest breath in reviling thy fellow 
sufferer ? Hast thou no pity, no fellow feeling ? 
Will nothing melt and soften thee, but thou must 
keep thy hardness and impenitence to the last ? 
A dying man thyself, thou shoulds't be afraid to 
insult and reproach a dpng man. Thou should'st 
be afraid of that God, who has power to destroy 
both soul and body in hell." 

He confesses Christ before men, speaks of Him 
as holy, harmless, and separate from sinners, as 
One who, though crucified between two male- 
factors, was no malefactor Himself, though re- 
viled by the multitude, and condemned by priests 
and rulers, was clear from all charge of sin. 
"This man hath done nothing amiss." Nay, 
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more, his faith triumphs over all outward appear- 
ances, and confesses Christ as Lord and King. 
"Lord, remember me, when Thou comest into 
Thy kingdom !" Kingdom ! what kingdom ? What 
had that miserable object beside him to do with 
a kingdom ? He sees Him there a spectacle of 
woe, a bleeding victim hanging on the cross, from 
which there was no escape, " His visage marred 
more than any man, and His form more than the 
sons of men," and yet he calls Him Lord and 
King ! A dying man himself, and speaking to a 
dying man, he speaks to Him of His kingdom ! 
Where could he have learned such language? 
Who taught him the creed that he professed — to 
believe in Jesus Christ, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, whose kingdom shall have no end? 
Who taught him to expect forgiveness of sins 
through Christ, to look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come ? In what 
school had he learned these articles of the Chris- 
tian faith ? Surely in the school of Jesus Himself, 
and under the teaching of the Spirit of Christ. 
His faith seems to have turned to account even 
the jeers and the scoffs of the enemy, the crown 
of thorns, the bitter mockery, "Let Christ, the 
King of Israel, come down from the cross !" He 
heard these words of scorn and derision, and his 
faith accepted them as the truth, and turned them 
into an occasion of prayer, that Christ the King 
of Israel would remember him, when He came 
into His kingdom!. 
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Which of the eleven apostles had ever jLoed 
such language? Which of them had seen the 
truth so clearly? They were fond of splendid 
day dreams about a grand worldly kingdom, and 
themselves the chief officers in it. They would 
dispute one with another for the post of honour, 
who should be on the right hand, and who on the 
left of the Messiah's throne. Of a kingdom in 
another and a better world, they had no idea. 
When they heard of the rising from the dead, 
they questioned what it meant. And, now, when 
their Master was in the hands of His enemies, 
and all hope of a grand worldly kingdom was at 
an end, they had forsaken Him in His extremity, 
and were hiding themselves for very fear. And 
this stranger, in the midst of all outward things 
against him, the shame, the cross, the blasphemy 
of the multitude, and the last hour drawing on, 
was confessing Jesus of Nazareth to be Lord and 
King, and His kingdom not of this world — " Lord, 
remember me, when Thou comest into Thy king- 
dom !" Oh faith, stronger than death, that could 
look beyond the cross at a crown, beyond the 
grave at a remembrance in a state of life and of 
glory ! 

And observe the humility, the submission, the 
resignation of his prayer ; " Lord, remember me !" 
He did not presume to diotate as to how the Lord 
should deal with him, or what particular token 
He should show him of remembrance and regard. 
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He was drinking indeed of Christ's cup, and 
being baptized with His baptism, but he had no 
thought of sitting either on His right hand or on 
His left in His kingdom. If only he might be 
remembered for good in that future state, into 
which his soul was entering, that was enough for 
him. " Lord, remember, and it sufficeth me. I 
commit myself into Thy hands; only in Thy 
goodness think Thou upon me for good !" 

And now let us look at the answer to this prayer 
of faith, this prayer of the dying sinner to the 
dying Saviour ; " Verily, I say unto thee. To-day 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." Though 
our Saviour was now in an agony, suffering the 
penalty of the sins of the world, "treading the 
winepress of the wrath of God," still He had a 
word of help and of comfort for the penitent sinner. 
'* This day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." 
" This day." The poor sufferer could scarce have 
hoped that his bodily tortures were so soon to 
cease ; for the deatli on the cross was a lingering 
death, and it was not often that a single day was 
the limit of the suffering. But the word of Jesus 
assures him, that if his pangs be sharp, they shall 
be short, that his hours of sin, and sorrow, and 
suffering are numbered, that the night should bring 
with it ease from pain and rest from labour, and 
should admit him into a state of innocence and of 
happiness unspeakable, everlasting : — '^ This day 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." 
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We learn from this answer how to interpret that 
article of our Creed, which speaks of " the descent 
of Christ into hell." It means that the soul of our 
Saviour went to the place of departed spirits, to 
that division of the unseen world (or hell, as it is 
called in the Creed), where " the souls of the faith- 
ful, after they are delivered from the burden of the 
flesh, are in joy and felicity." And it proves that 
the soul may exist and does exist apart from the 
body. When God has once breathed into a human 
being the breath of life, and given him a living 
soul, that living soul must live for ever. It can 
never be dissolved. When the body of our Saviqur 
was laid by pious friends in Joseph's tomb, and 
the body of the thief was thrown, perhaps, to the 
birds and beasts of prey to be devoured, their 
souls were far away in the place of the blessed, 
among the spirits of the just made perfect. And 
this place of the blessed is in our text called 
Paradise. It is the Paradise of God, a garden of 
delight, so called, perhaps, from the garden of 
Eden, the innocent and happy home of man 
before the fall. In Jesus Christ, the second Adam, 
we are restored to what we lost in the first Adam 
when he fell ; yea, we are exalted to a more ex- 
cellent estate, to a Paradise in heaven instead of 
an Eden on earth, to a place of bliss, where " sin 
can never taint us more, nor doubt our faith 
assail," where " the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest." 
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And let us observe for our comfort, that Chris- 
tians, when they die, do immediately enter into 
these realms of bliss. The spirits of just men are 
immediately made perfect. " From henceforth 
blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." There 
is no middle state of purification, no long and 
painful purgatory, where the souls of Christ's 
people are to be cleansed and purified by fire. 
The sacred writings reveal to us no tidings of 
any such fiery trial. Those who die in Christ 
Jesus are made meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light. Their robes are "washed and 
made white in the blood of the Lamb," so that no 
spot or stain of sin can cleave to them. They 
are " perfect and entire wanting nothing." They 
die, and their Saviour, according to His promise, 
comes again to receive them unto Himself. La- 
zarus dies, and is at once fit to be numbered with 
the saints in glory everlasting, and is carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom. St. Paul dies, 
and as soon as ever he is " absent from the body," 
he is ready to be " present with the Lord." The 
penitent thief dies, and as he dies, he hears the 
sure words of his Saviour, "Verily, I say unto 
thee. To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." 

My brethren, it is possible to abuse this pas- 
sage of Scripture, and it is possible to make a 
right use of it. Some there are who take courage 
from it to continue in sin. " This robber " (they 
say) " lived a wicked life, and yet was allowed to 
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repent, and had his repentance accepted in the 
hour of death. In the morning he was doomed 
to perdition, in the evening he is with Jesus in 
Paradise. What sin then can debar us from 
mercy, if this sinner found mercy ? How can the 
few weeks or the few days of a death-bed be too 
short a space to repent in, when an hour or less 
than an hour was enough for him ? Why may 
not we, like him, live all our life long in sin, and, 
like him, die at last in righteousness and peace ?" 
Now such reasoning is awfiil. It is to " turn the 
grace of God into lasciviousness ;" and thus the 
Scripture itself, which is the " word of life," be- 
comes " the savour of death unto death." 

The right use of the passage is "to comfort 
those that mourn," to speak hope and encourage- 
ment to the broken-hearted, desponding sinner, 
who is seeking, through Jesus, repentance and re- 
mission of sins. It is an example of the depth of 
the riches of the grace and mercy of God ; and it 
is vmtten " that they might have strong conso- 
lation, who are fleeing for refuge to lay hold of 
the hope set before them." Blessed be the mercy, 
and blessed be the justice of God ! Who can 
despair of that mercy ? Who can but tremble at 
that justice ? One sinner is brought to repentance 
at the last, that none may despair, only one, that 
none may presume. 



THE DAKKNESS. 



NOTE TO PRECEDE LECTURE IV. 



St. Matthew xxyii. 45. " There was darkness over 
all the land:' So St. Mark xv. 33. In St. Luke's 
account (xxiii. 44) our translators have rendered it 
" over all the earth;" though the original word is 
the same in the three Evangelists. St. John does 
not record the fact. 

The early Christian writers no doubt held that 
this darkness overspread the whole earth. Origen is 
an exception, for he thinks that Judaea only is in- 
tended, and he probably is right. It is better to un- 
derstand the supernatural darkness as overspreading 
the whole land of Judsea, or rather, perhaps, the whole 
of the district surrounding Calvary, the scene of that 
atrocious crime which was then and there being per- 
petrated. And if this be the true interpretation, 
there will be no room for the sneering objection of 
the infidel,* who asks, how it happens that Seneca 
and Pliny, both great naturalists, and both living 
and writing at that period, make no mention of this 
"total eclipse, wherein the sun wag dark?" The 

♦ Gibbon's " Rome," ch. xv. 
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answer is, that these great individuals were far too 
much occupied with Imperial Rome and her con- 
cems, to trouble themselves about what was going 
on in a district so remote as Judsea, and among a 
people whom they looked upon as almost beneath 
their contempt. Probably the rumour of such a 
darkness never reached them; and if it had, they 
would have treated it as an idle tale. Seneca and 
Pliny Ty:ere not men likely to " become as little chil- 
dren," and therefore not likely to be converted to the 
Christian faith. 

There is extant a letter purporting to have been 
written by Dionysius the Areopagite to Polycarp, 
Bishop of Smyrna, in which the writer says, that he 
was at Heliopolis in Egypt, at the period of our 
Saviour's crucifixion; that this supernatural darkness, 
and the wonders which accompanied it, were dis- 
tinctly felt there ; and that he remarked to his friend 
Apollophanes, who was with him, " Either the God 
of nature is suffering, or else the machine of the 
world is dissolving." These writings of Dionysius 
(as they are called), were not really written by him. 
They are the productions of some writer of the fourth 
or fifth century, who palmed them upon Christendom 
as the works of Dionysius the Areopagite. They are 
undoubtedly spurious, and must be reckoned among 
those michievous forgeries, called by the scoffer 
** pious frauds," which disgraced the Church, after 
she had departed from the simplicity of the Gospel, 
and fallen from her first love, and allowed "the 
doing of evil that good might come." But the true 
Church of Christ indignantly rejects all such dis- 
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honest support. She inscrihes on her banner the 
TBUTH OF God, and she neither fears investigation, 
nor shuns the light. Kather she courts the light, 
and " comes to the light, that her deeds may be 
made manifest that they are wrought in God." 
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LECTUBE IV. 

THE PASSION'. 
St. Matt. ulvu. 46. 

And aV/nt the Disth hour Jesos cried with a load votw, 
staying, Mr God, My God. why hast Thou forsakoi Me? 

We are come now to the very agony of the 
passion of our blessed Lord and Saviour. Now 
indeed was His soul exceeding sorrowful even 
nnto death. The cup might not pass firom Him, 
except He drank it ; and now He was drinking it 
to the dregs. But who shall attempt to penetrate 
into that horror of darkness, which enshrouded 
and overwhelmed the Son of God, and seemed to 
depress His soul as it were to the nethermost 
hell ? Who shall expound unto us the interpre- 
tation of so great a mystery ? The Son of GrOD, 
Himself very and eternal God, and yet complain- 
ing that He is forsaken of God ! 

There are no words more mysterious in the 
whole Bible, and certainly none more awful, than 
this loud and bitter ciy. One is almost afraid. 
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lest in drawing near to examine and to explain, 
one should be guilty of presumption and irreve- 
rence in searching into the deep things of God — 
lest one should be intruding into those things 
which it is not lawful for man to see or to under- 
stand. Indeed it is not easy for persons who are 
daily mingling in the cares and distractions of 
life, whose religious meetings are so very few and 
far between, taking place after the long interval 
of a week, and lasting for the short space of an 
hour, and whose whole existence besides is of the 
earth earthy, whose whole thoughts, and words, 
and works, are of the world and worldly things — 
I say, it is not easy for persons in such uncon- 
genial circumstances to have their hearts in unison 
with the solemn subject of our text. The soul 
has need of discipline, of close communion with 
God and with itself ; it must have an awful appre- 
hension of the holiness and justice of God, and a 
deep conviction of its own exceeding sinfulness, 
ere it can be in a condition to contemplate such a 
passage as this. May God purify our hearts from 
all dross and corruption, and dispose us by His 
grace to meditate upon these words of trouble 
and of mystery with reverence and godly fear ! 

It was the third hour (we are told) when they 
crucified oiu: Lord. We have seen how He 
prayed for those who were putting Him to the 
torture, how He made provision for His aged and 
destitute mother, how He pardoned the penitent 



96 LECTURE IV. 

thief, soothing his pains with the promise of 
Paradise close at hand, and no more sin, nor 
sorrow, nor suffering, for ever. And thus the 
hours passed slowly on, amid the cruel scoffs of 
His enemies, and in torment of body and of soul, 
until noon, the sixth hour of the day, when a 
sudden unnatural darkness overspread the whole 
scene. The sun was hidden out of sight, and 
from mid- day and for three hours after there was 
darkness over all the region round about — thick 
darkness, darkness that might be felt. It seems 
that the terror of it struck the hearts of those 
blasphemers who were reviling our Saviour, and 
stopped their wicked words ; so that for three 
hours it was all gloom and stillness, as dark as 
midnight, as silent as the grave. No doubt this 
night in the midst of day was itself a miracle. 
It pleased God that portents and prodigies should 
abound in that marvellous hour. So appalling a 
crime the world had never witnessed before ; and 
therefore all nature felt it. God as it were 
" clothed the heavens with blackness, and made 
sackcloth their covering." The sun withdrew his 
shining, and "darkened the earth in the midst of 
the clear day." 

Our blessed Lord does not appear to have 
opened His lips during these black and suffering 
hours. He retired (as it were) into the depths of 
His ovm soul. That soul was now in an agony, 
wrestling vnth the powers of darkness, bowed 
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down beneath the burden of the sins of the world: 
and no ray of comfort, no intermixture of mercy, 
nothing but darkness, clouds, and thick darkness. 
Never were there three such hours, so black, so 
dread, so mysterious, since the day that God 
created man upon the earth ! 

At length, at the end of the three hours, after 
this long and silent conflict with sin and Satan, 
the power of endurance as it were failing Him, 
He broke forth into that loud and lamentable 
plaint, " My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me ?" — Strange and fearful words for Him 
to utter, who not so long before had said in His 
doctrine, '^ I and My Father are One !" In such a 
sense the Father could no more be separated 
from the Son, than He could be separated from 
His own essence. In such a sense the union 
between the Father and the Son is eternal. 

Still there is a sense in which the Father was 
separated from Him ; and He felt now what He 
had never felt before. He had been before in 
anguish of spirit. Indeed all His life through 
He was " a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief." His passion that He had to undergo was 
ever in His thoughts. He had a baptism of suffer- 
ing to be baptized with, and how was He straitened 
till it was accomplished ! He was constantly 
speaking of it to His disciples, and warning them 
to prepare for it. It was seldom out of His mind. 
But He had never until now felt that feeling of 

H 
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absolute desolation, which sought utterance in 
that bitter cry, " My God, My GrOD, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ?" 

Once, when His «oul was troubled, and He 
looked forward with somewhat of fear and of 
apprehension to the terrible hour, and prayed, 
" Father, save Me from this hour," but checking 
Himself, prayed again, " Father, glorify Thy name:" 
then there came a voice from heaven, "I have 
both glorified it, and will glorify it again." And 
another time, when "His soul was exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death," and being in an agony 
He pray-ed the more earnestly, "Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me ;" then " there 
appeared unto Him an angel from heaven strength- 
ening Him." But now in the extremity of His 
sufferings, there was neither voice from heaven 
nor angel from heaven to support and to comfort 
Him ; and in the sad, sad feeling of utter deser- 
tion and desolation. He cried with a loud and 
exceeding bitter cry, " My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me ?" 

How this could be is knowledge too deep for 
us to fathom. The Father had forsaken the Son 
in whom He delighted. And yet He approved 
the work which Jesus had undertaken ; for it was 
" according to His own determinate counsel and 
purpose ;" and when Jesus entered upon His 
work He said, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, O 
God !" In fact, for this very reason the Father 
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was now loving the Son, because He was laying 
down His life for the sheep. Jesus in HimseU 
was still holy, harmless, undefiled ; and as such 
the Father must have loved EUm, as such He could 
not have forsaken Him. Still it was true, that in 
some sense God had forsaken Him, and He felt 
that it was so. 

L It may be that in this evil hour Satan, the 
great enemy of God and man, was permitted, with 
his attendant spirits, to make a grand attack upon 
our Saviour, and to assault Him with all the rage, 
and malice, and subtlety of hell. "This is your 
hour and the power of darkness,'' the last oppor- 
tunity the wicked had of troubling, and diey 
availed themselves of it to do their worst. In the 
earliest prophecy of man's redemption, when it 
was foretold that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent's head, it was foretold also 
that the serpent should bruise his Victor's heel. 
And here, it may be, this prophecy was fulfilled. 
When Satan tempted Christ in the wilderness, 
but tempted Him in vain, and at lengdi departed 
from Him vanquished and beaten off, it is said, he 
departed but ^^ for a season." He intended to return 
again, when his hour was come, and the power of 
darkness. And perhaps in this dismal dreadful 
hour he did return, to suggest horrible thoughts, 
to whisper doubt, distrust, and despair. " Thou 
a Saviour, and unable to save Thyself! Thou the 
Son of God, and God departed from Thee and 

h2 
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become Thine enemy 1 If Thou be the Son of 
God, wherefore is all this befallen Thee ?" 

II. This presence of Satan, the subtle, malicious 
enemy, was a cruel trial to our blessed Saviour ; 
but besides this we may believe that He felt also 
what He had never felt before — the absence of 
God. He felt that all the comforts of spiritual 
communion were for the time withholden from Him. 
It may be, the justice and the goodness of God 
were for the moment hidden from His eyes, and 
as for the mercy of God He could not realize it. 
He had no feeling that God loved Him, no feeling 
that God pitied Hiip, no feeling that God helped 
Him. All that God had once been to Him seemed 
to exist no longer. It was past and gone, and 
He was as if He had no God. When martyrs 
have been carried in triumph through torture and 
through death, they have been upheld and cheered 
by an invisible Almighty power ; for the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon them. To them pangs and 
torments were things of nought — they felt them 
not. They were in an ecstacy. For them death 
had no sting, the grave no victory. They were 
more than conquerors. The tumult that sur- 
roimded them faded from their view. Visions of 
glory were before their eyes. The guard of angels 
was waiting to conduct them to Paradise. Yea, 
their Saviour Himself was at hand to approve-their 
faith, to strengthen their courage, and to receive 
their departing souls unto Himself. But there 
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was no such Almighty Friend and Comforter to 
support and cheer the suffering Saviour in His 
extremity. He had to "tread the winepress 
alone." His passion was suffering without alle- 
viation. The atoning sacrifice then offered on 
the cross seemed to demand of Him, that He 
should endure all that He was capable of endur- 
ing, and that there should be none to encourage, 
none to help, none to deliver Him. 

ni. But there was something deeper and more 
awful still to force from our Saviour that myste- 
rious sentence, " Why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " 
The prophet, taught by the Holy Ghost, had said 
of Him, " Surely He hath borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows." " He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities." 
"The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all." The apostle, in still stronger language, 
writes of Him, « Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us." 
Mark those words, He was made a curse for us ! 
And again, " God hath made Him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him." Mark those words, 
He was made sin /or us! This it was, no doubt, 
that caused the agony of the passion. The great 
God, who hates sin, and who must needs visit sin 
with His anger, was making our Saviour feel at 
this time the full weight of the wrath of God 
against the sin of man. The sufferings, which 
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Christ was dow enduring, were the penalty of our 
sins. If the curse had been permitted to take 
effect on us, we must have suffered for ever and 
ever in the place of torment The suffering of 
Christ upon the cross was due to us. It was such 
suffering as could redeem us from eternal death, 
such suffering as a strictly just God could account 
a sufficient punishment for all the sins of all those 
that are saved in Christ out of mankind^ such 
suffering as when weighed in the balance would 
satisfy the strictest justice of God, and would leave 
Him still a strictly just God, though after this 
suffering, and because of this suffering, He justi- 
fied every sinner who believed in Jesus. 

But meditate as we will, and say what we will^ 
we must still leave the hidden depths of this un- 
fathomable passage unexplored and unrecorded : 
for language cannot describe, and heart cannot 
conceive, the extent of what Jesus suffered, when 
He made atonement for the sins of the world* 
The early Christians fully felt this ; and in one of 
their oft-repeated prayers they used to say, " By 
all Thy sufferings, known and unknown, good 
Lord deliver us ! " The angels themselves desire 
to look into these things ; and as for us, the more 
we search and study, the more we feel that we 
have no power to comprehend the passion of 
Christ It is a depth not to be feithomedy know- 
ledge not to be attained. With our present facnl- 
ties we cannot unravel tlie mystery of the load 
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voice from the cross, " My Gk)D, My God^ why 
hast Thou forsaken Me ?'' 

We may observe this, however, that at the very 
time when our Saviour was feeling His Father's 
countenance withdrawn from Him, when He felt 
all alone and desolate, He still clung to the Lord 
as His God. Though GrOD had withdrawn and 
remained afar off. He still appealed to Him as 
" My God, My God !'* Here surely was a trial 
and a triumph of faith. At that moment He had 
no visible, no sensible tokens of any presence of 
God. He did not see that God was His God; 
He did not feel that God was His God ; and yet 
against sight and against feeling He believed it, 
and He clung to it. His faith was to Him ^' the 
evidence of things not seen." The Lord had 
departed from Him, and had left Him to the 
enemy, and still He cried, " My God, My God !" 

We may observe also, that the words which our 
Saviour uses are not used by Him for the first 
time. He took them from the Psalms of David, 
and from a very remarkable Psalm, the twenty- 
seoond, which is prophetic of Himself. He spoke 
the words very nearly in the language in which 
they were written, "Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani!" 
The bystanders did not comprehend Him. They 
said, "He calleth for Elias !" Others said, " Let 
be, let us see whether Elias will come and save 
Him !" But He did not utter the words without 
a meaning. He thus appropriates to Himself that 
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particular psalm, and points it out to us, to our 
diligent study, and to our most reverential faith* 
He teaches us also, as He had always taught us 
in His life, so now especially in His death, where 
best to fiimish ourselves with thoughts and with 
words for prayer and calling upon God. He 
points us to the inspired volume, and if to one 
part more than to another, to the book of Psalms. 

Brethren, the Church has been true to her 
Master's example, and in her Prayer Book has 
provided, that we shall pray as Christ has taught 
us. There is scarce a petition she puts into our 
mouth which is not expressed, as near as may be, 
in the words of Holy Writ. Oh, what a treasure, 
what a storehouse of devotion do we possess in 
that Book ! How dearly we ought to prize it ! 
How jealously we ought to preserve it I How 
gratefully, how earnestly we ought to use it! 
The very fact of our having such a Book seems to 
say to us, " Continue instant in prayer ! Pray 
without ceasing ! " 

But whatever other lesson our subject may 
teach, whatever precept it may inculcate, what- 
ever doctrine it may contain, there is one charac- 
ter to whom it appeals too seriously and too ur- 
gently to be slighted and set aside. It speaks to the 
careless and presumptuous sinner in the language 
of solemn and earnest warning. You are going 
on in your sins day after day, and you are never 
uneasy, never alarmed about yourself. You never 
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consider in your heart, that the Lord remembers 
all your wickedness. Can you think without some 
concern, without some fear, of what has now been 
brought before you? Can you think of these 
unknown sufferings of Christ, and not tremble for 
yourself? It was because God imputed to Him 
sins such as yours, that He allowed the Son of 
His love to feel deserted, and alone in His time 
of need. God saw the sins of the world laid upon 
Christ, and He forsook His own Son ! These 
are fearful words. Oh, think ! If Christ's suffer- 
ings for sin were so great, what shall be done to 
you, if you go on sinning wilfully, and die with 
your wilful sins upon you, unrepented, unatoned 
for ? How, oh ! how shall you escape ? 

The Lord grant you to see your danger and 
your remedy, to know that it is an evil and a 
bitter thing to sin against God, and to know also 
the blessedness of the righteous! "Blessed is 
he, whose iniquity is forgiven, and whose sin is 
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth no sin, and in whose spirit there 
is no guile !" 
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NOTE TO PRECEDE LE0TT7BE V. 



What was the potion oflFered to our Saviour? 
What did He drink? and what did He refuse to 
drink? Each of the evangelists appears to have a 
distinct account of his own ; and at first sight there 
seems a disagreement between them. Perhaps the 
difference is rather apparent than reaL Let us 
examine. 

St. Matthew xxvu, 34. ** They gave Him vinegar to 
drink, mingled with gall ; and when He had tasted 
thereof^ He would not drink." 

St. Mark xv. 23. " They gave Him to drink wine 
mingled with myrrh, but He received it not." 

St. Luke xxiii. 36. " And the soldiers also mocked 
Him, coming to Him and oJffering Him vinegar." 

St. John xix. 28, &c. We read that at the close of 
the passion, our Saviour, to fulfil the scripture, said» 
•• I thirst :" and they gave Him drink by means of 
a sponge dipped in a vessel of vinegar or small wine, 
which was set there for the use of the soldiers. This 
accoimt is substantiated by St. Matthew xxvii. 48, 
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St. Mark xv. 36. " And one ran and filled a sponge full 
of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave Him to 
drink." Of the vinegar thus supplied our Lord 
partook, " that the scripture might be fulfilled." 
(Psalm Ixix. 22.) 

St. Luke appears to intimate that as Jesus hung 
upon the cross, the soldiers in order to torment Him, 
taimted Him with thirst, and in mockery oflFered 
Him vinegar. This does seem a refinement of 
cruelty ; but after the crown of thorns we can scarce 
expect they would stop short at anything. Of these 
taimting oJffers it is probable our Saviour would take 
no notice. 

With respect to the potion mentioned by the two 
first evangelists, St. Matthew calls it " vinegar min- 
gled with gall ;" St. Mark, " wine mingled with 
myrrh." The mixture is the same. What St. Mark 
calls " wine," St. Matthew calls ** vinegar," or small 
wine; and what St. Mark calls " myrrh," St. Matthew 
calls " gall," or wormwood. It was a bowl of wine 
drugged with bitter herbs of a narcotic and stupi- 
fying tendency, and it was given to condemned male- 
factors just before crucifixion, to deaden pain and to 
shorten the period of suffering.* Our Lord, who 

* Strange that those who allowed their criminals to be sentenced 
to the lingering torture of the cross, should yet permit them to be 
intoxicated and poisoned with drugs to benumb the feeling and to 
shorten the life. It was a curious mixture of humanily and barbari^, 
reminding us of the line in the poet, "I that am cruel am yet mer- 
ciful" Humanity still cleaves to human nature, and men cannot get 
rid of it. Driye it out as they may, it still comes back again. 
" Naturam ezpellas farc&, tamen usque recurret" 
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intended to " endure the cross " in its fullest sense, 
to keep His life entirely in His own power, and to re- 
sign it at His own time, refused this poisonous 
soporific. He merely tasted it, and so fulfilled the 
prophecy, and then He put it from Him. 

Some writers suppose, that the two evangelists 
speak of two different cups : St. Mark, of the true 
narcotic, which Jesus absolutely refused to touch — 
" He received it not;" St. Matthew, of a cup, which 
His enemies prepared and offered in cruel raillery. 
It was vinegar instead of wine, and gall instead of 
myrrh : and this (though He refused to drink) He 
tasted, and so fulfilled the prophecy. * 



LECTUBE Y. 



SCKIPILRE rCLFTTT.ED. 



St. Joss ytt 2^. 



'' After this, J^«x25 knowing thai all tbinss were now acciani- 
jAiiihihd^ that the scnpture migbi be fal£lkd. sutb. I 
thim." 

The sufferings of Christ were now drawing to 
a close. The dreary dismal hours of the cmci- 
fixion had passed slowljr and heavily on. But 
still they had passed on : for time neither stops 
nor turns back in his course, and the slowest and 
most lingering tortures must at last come to an 
end. ^ There is no day so long but it hath its 
evening.^ And now the evening of the Passion 
was come, and the Saviour spent with toil and 
torment was to rest from His labours. 

Thus far aU things had been accomplished, 
which the Scripture had foretold respecting the 
Messiah. All that He was to do Jesus of Naza- 
reth had done, and all that He was to suffer Jesus 
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of Nazareth had suffered. There was nothing J^y 
chance, nothing by accident, in that which came 
to pass. The whole train of events and of cir- 
cumstances had been severally decided on ; the 
whole course had been accurately traced and 
mapped, before the Messiah stepped upon it. 
All was according to ^^the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God ;" and all was now 
well nigh accomplished. And our Saviour knew 
this. " Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished." Yes, He knew it all from the 
very first. He saw the end from the beginning. 
We are in the habit of saying, with regard to our 
sorrows and afflictions, what a mercy it is, that we 
cannot foresee them ! What a mercy it is, that 
the comforts of the present are not embittered by 
a foreknowledge of the calamities that the future 
may have in store for us ! Well indeed for us 
that we have not this foresight ! Well for us that 
we walk blindfold in this vale of tears, not know- 
ing the evils that shall befal us ! Only what we 
feel we know ; and so long as we feel nothing we 
are free from apprehension, and our soul is at 
ease in its enjoyments. And we have our Lord's 
own sanction to "take no thought for the morrow," 
nor anticipate the evil to come. 

But the exemption, which His mercy has granted 
to us. He did not claim for Himself. The woes of 
to-morrow were before Him even as the woes of 
to-day. He made His engagement with the 
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Father in the fiill prospect of everything which 
was to befal Him. The bare expectation of such 
an overwhelming flood of miseries had been 
enough to deter any other being than Jesus from 
entering upon the work of redeeming lost man- 
kind. But so far was He from repeoting of what 
He had undertaken, so little did He shrink from 
that which by His own will He had brought upon 
Himself, that He said, as the tremendous hour 
was drawing on, " I have a baptism to be baptized 
with, and how am I straitened till it be accom- 
plished!" 

And now it was accomplished. Now the Father 
had " delivered all things into His hands." The 
Prince of this world was judged, the serpent's 
head was bruised, the darkness was past, and the 
light was shining. He was about to finish the 
Atonement, to bring in an everlasting righteous- 
ness, to open the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers. He was about to depart out of the world, 
and to return to the Father. But before He 
breathed His last, in order that He might fulfil 
every Scripture, and leave nothing unsaid or un- 
done, that had been appointed for Him to say or 
to do. He discloses something of the agonizing 
torture, under which the mortal frame was wasting 
away and dissolving : " That the Scripture might 
be fulfilled. He saith, I thirst." 

Now we are so little accustomed to hear from 
our blessed Saviour the cry of distress for any 
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pains that flesh and blood could undergo, He was 
always so silent under suffering, that we have no 
warrant for understanding this saying as the lan- 
guage of lamentation or complaint. It is not like 
thatawfiil and mysterious voice from the cross, " My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" That 
He poured forth in the sense of loneliness and de- 
solation, when God had departed from Him, and 
left Him to the enemy. That was the cry of a 
heart utterly fainting. But no such interpretation 
is to be put upon the words of our text. It were 
dishonour to our Lord to suppose, that after pa- 
tiently enduring the agony of soul and the wi'ath 
of God, He should fret and complain of the 
burden of the flesh and of the paltry vexation of 
man. No torments of the body, however keen or 
however long continued, had power to wring from 
Him one muttered moan of anguish, one single 
breath of lamentation. Under the barbarous 
cruelty of the persecutors He was dumb and 
opened not His mouth. Rather when His pains 
were at their height. He appeared to have for- 
gotten His own sad estate in commiseration of 
the sorrows of others. The women " bewailed 
and lamented Him," on account of the shame and 
the pain that He was undergoing ; for they did 
not know nor understand the anguish of His soul. 
" But Jesus turned to them and said, Daughters 
of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for your- 
selves, and for your children." And again, when 

I 
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the tormentors were fastening His mangled body 
to t))o cross, and driving the iron into His flesh, 
'^ tlion said Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do !'^ And so throughout, 
thtiro were no piteous outcries under the vio- 
\m\oo of the oppressor, no attempt by look, or 
t(mo» or gesture, to deprecate their wrath, or to 
luiplore tlieir mercy. That which they laid upon 
Ilim lit) bore without resistance and vidthout en- 
trt»atv, 

l^Vom all this we conclude, that when at length 
om* Saviour did open His lips and give utterance 
to the words of our text, it was not to plead His 
extremity and to ask relief, but rather to fulfil the 
Scripture, that Jesus said, " I thirst" No doubt 
the burning thirst, which tormented the sufferers 
on the cross, was usually the most intolerable part 
of their punishment, and drew from them the 
largest portion of their complaints. And reason 
enough had our Saviour to be tried with the very 
extremity of drought. All that He had gone 
through during the previous night, and in the 
morning of that eventftd day, will sufficiently ac- 
count for it ; the agony and bloody sweat in the 
garden, the weariness and painfiilness in hurrying 
to and fro, and in passing from one tormentor to 
another, the buffeting and the scourging to which 
He was subjected, the wounding of the flesh, and 
the woimds inflaming and swelling — ^these things 
are enough to account for the raging fever that 
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was consuming Him, and for the thirst, intense 
and unsupportable, that accompanied it. And 
this was only a portion, a very small portion, of 
that ^^ enduring of the cross and despising of the 
shame,'' whereby the Lord Jesus accomplished 
the redemption of man. 

But as we have already proved, it was not the 
wailing of distress that proceeded from our Saviour 
on the cross. It was not from any hope of favour 
or of sympathy at the hands of the executioners 
that the words were spoken. Alas ! little had it 
availed Him to bemoan His wants in their ears. 
Pity was a stranger to their bosoms, and of His 
very miseries they would have made their sport. 
But, " that the Scripture might be fulfilled Jesus 
said, I thirst." The Scripture had foretold the 
thirst of the Messiah, in that passage of the psalm, 
where it is written, " My strength is dried up like 
a potsherd, and My tongue cleaveth to My jaws." 
It was that clamminess of the mouth, which is the 
close forerunner of death. All the moisture of 
His body was wasted and dried up by the burn- 
ing fever that consumed Him. He knew that the 
time was come ; and to appropriate the prophecy 
and to prove Himself the suffering Messiah, who 
is speaking as it were in this psalm. He addressed 
for the first and last time the soldiers who watched 
Him, and said to them, "I thirst." O Saviour, 
that thirst of Thine was endured to save us from 
tliat place of torment, where they thirst for ever, 
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and long in vain for a drop of water to cool the 
tongue ! 

But it is not alone the thirst of the suffering 
Messiah that the Scripture has foretold. It de- 
clares also the manner in which that thirst was to 
be slaked. It is written in the book of Psalms, 
" When I was thirsty they gave Me vinegar to 
drink." And in fulfilment of this prophecy we 
read in the Gospel, " Now there was set a vessel 
fiill of vinegar; and they filled a sponge with 
vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to His 
mouth." It was not that there was the slightest 
stirring of humanity in the breasts of these men. 
They could not help giving Jesus the vinegar to 
drink. The Lord had laid this burden upon 
them ; it was " an inviolable decree," and they 
could not escape fi:om it Little indeed did they 
imagine that they were instruments in the Lord's 
hand for fulfilling the Scripture, and adding one 
proof more to the testimonies of the prophets, 
that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ of God. 

The other evangelists tell us of the sponge 
filled with vinegar, which was given to Jesus to 
drink ; but they do not tell us why it was given — 
they do not relate the words that Jesus uttered 
before the vinegar was supplied. It is firom St 
John alone we learn that "Jesus said, I thirst," 
and therefore they gave Him drink. So necessary 
is it, that in reading Scripture we should study the 
parallel passages, in order to arrive at a full know- 



SCRIPTURE FULFILLED. 117 

ledge of the truth. St. Johil is also careful to 
tell us why he is so exact in noting down the 
agreement between the writings of the prophets 
and the Gospel history. It is because he would 
confirm the Christian's faith. It is because he 
would have us " search the Scriptures," and mark 
for ourselves in how many instances the things that 
happened to our blessed Saviour had been already 
foreshown by those " holy men of God who spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." " These 
things are written, that we may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ the Son of God, and that believing 
we may have life through His name." 

Let us observe now, for the confirmation of our 
faith, some other particulars besides this of the 
Messiah's thirst, in which minute circumstances 
connected with the passion of our Lord had been 
set down in the Jewish Scriptures hundreds of 
years before they came to pass : for instance, — 

His being betrayed by His own apostle : " Yea 
even Mine own familiar fiiend whom I tnisted, 
who did also eat of My bread, hath laid great wait 
for Me." " It was not an open enemy, for then I 
could have borne it : but it was even thou My com- 
panion !" — His being forsaken by all His disci- 
ples : " Smite the Shepherd (saith the Lord) and 
the sheep shall be scattered." " I was a reproach 
among My neighbours, and a fear to Mine ac- 
quaintance ; they that did see Me without fled 
firom Me." — His being scourged: "I gave My 
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back to the smiters.'* — His being spit npon: ^I 
hid not My face from shame and spitting.** — His 
silence under suffering : ^^ As a sheep before Ms 
shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His month.'' 
— His suffering not for Himself but for others : 
^ Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself." — 
The effectual success of His suffering: ^By His 
stripes we are healed.** — His being crucified: 
"They pierced My hands and My feet** And 
iMs by the way was a punishment unknown to 
the Jews in the time of the Psalmist When 
David penned the psalm, he probably did not 
understand the words he was writing; he wrote 
them as he was moved by the Holy Ghost — ffis 
being railed at, as He hung upon the cross: " All 
they that see Me laugh Me to scorn ; they shoot 
out the lip, they shake the head, saying. He trusted 
on the Lord that He would deliver Him ; let Him 
deliver Him if He delight in Him.** — The divid- 
ing of His garments among the executioners, and 
their playing a game of hazard for His coat: 
" They part My garments among them, and cast 
lots upon My vesture.'* — His being pierced by the 
soldier's spear : " They shall look upon Me whom 
they have pierced." And though He was already 
dead, yet because this Scripture must be fulfilled, 
" one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His 
side, and forthwith came there out blood and 
water." — Their not breaking His bones: "He 
keepeth all His bones, so that not one of them is 
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broken.'^ And of the paschal lamb, the type of 
Christ, Moses had given orders, " Neither shall ye 
break a bone of it." And, therefore, though the 
soldiers were sent on purpose to break the bones 
of the crucified, and though, in obedience to their 
orders, they " brake the legs of the first and of 
the other which was crucified with him," yet, 
when they came to Jesus, notwithstanding their 
strict orders and the errand on which they had 
come, '^ they brake not His legs." How could 
they ? The will of the Lord had decreed and 
the word of the Lord had declared, " A bone of 
Him shall not be broken." That sacred corpse 
had been safe, though all the legions of Bome had 
attempted its dishonour. 

Brethren, what an array of prophecy, and of 
fulfilment of prophecy, has been here spread 
before us ! What a number of minute circum»- 
stances ! And you might easily add to the number, 
if you took your Bible, and compared the Old 
Testament with the New, and searched the Scrip- 
tures. even the Scriptures of truth, which testify 
of Jesus that He is tlie Messiah sent from GrOD. 

And observe, all these things came to pass 
without the least design on the part of those who 
were engaged in them. What cared Pilate, when 
he declared Jesus innocent, that prophecy bad 
already declared Him innocent? What recked 
the executioners, when they crucified Him be- 
tween two thieves, that Holy Writ had already 
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assigned Him that position ? What thought the 
railing multitude, that they "wagged their heads" 
according to the Scriptures, and that they were 
quoting the very words of the prophetic psalm, 
when they said, "He trusted in God that He 
would deliver Him; let Him deliver Him if He 
will have Him ?" They had no mind, not they, 
to fulfil the Scripture, and to bear witness to the 
truth. They were doing their own will and 
pleasing their own selves ; and God and His word 
were not in all their thoughts. But God so or- 
dered it, that thus the firmest foundation should 
be laid for the Christian's faith : and thus the 
wickedness of man and the subtlety of Satan were 
overruled to carry out the Lord's gracious plan 
for the redemption of the world. 

Brethren, "these things are written that ye 
might believe." The evangelist assures you that 
he was an eye-witness of what was done, an ear- 
witness of what was spoken. "He that saw it 
bare record." What he witnessed himself he has 
written in a book and preserved for your sates. 
" And his record is true." In the book that he 
has written he has set down the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. " And he know- 
eth that he saith true." He is certain of it. He 
could not be deceived. He saw with his own 
eyes, he heard with his own ears ; and what he 
saw and what he heard, that he has written in his 
book, and nothing else. And he is thus confident 
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in his conviction, and thus positive in his asser- 
tion, for your sakes, " that ye might believe," that 
ye might receive the truth he offers, and that your 
faith may be your salvation. How earnestly has 
he laboured to prove to you from the Scriptures 
that Jesus is Christ! How diligently has he 
heaped up for you proof upon proof — surely proof 
enough to convince, unless indeed you will not be 
convinced ! His object in writing the gospel was 
to bring you to Christ and to heaven. His heart's 
desire and prayer to God as he wrote, was, that 
many might read, and be converted, and have 
eternal life. 

Dear brethren, let not his generous labour be 
in vain ! While he lived, he had " no greater joy 
than to hear that his children walked in the truth." 
Walk ye in the truth that he has preserved for 
you, and be saved. " Yea, brethren, let him have 
joy of you in the Lord ! Refresh his heart in the 
Lord ! " Above all, let the Saviour see of the 
travail of His soul in vou and be satisfied ! 
Fulfil ye His joy, that joy which was set before 
Him, when for you He " endured the cross and 
despised the shame." Be not ye '^ of them that 
draw back unto perdition, but of tiiem that believe 
to the saving of the soul !" 



THE LOUD VOICK 



NOTE TO FBECEDE LECTUBE VI. 



With a lovd voice. St. Matt, xxvii. 50 ; St. Mark 
XV. 37 ; St. Luke xxiii. 46. Do these words apply to 
the last saying but one, " It is finished," or to the 
last saying of all, " Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend My spirit?" St. John makes no mention of 
" the loud voice ;" the evangelists who do mention it 
are not explicit as to what our Saviour said. St. 
Mark writes, " He cried with a loud voice and gave 
up the ghost." St. Matthew, "He cried again with 
a loud voice." St. Luke, "And when He had cried 
with a loud voice, He said, Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit." Keferences and commenta- 
tors assign the loud voice to the " It is finished " of 
St. John. And we can see reason why our Saviour 
should have lifted up His voice, when He uttered the 
words : for in thus crying aloud He gave notice to 
the whole univei:se that His work was accomplished. 

But then St. Luke in the original seems to con- 
nect " the loud voice " with the sentence, which he 
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records, " Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit." St. Mark also tells us, that the loud cry at 
the moment of death struck the centurion as some- 
thing supernatural (ch. xv. 39) ; as though the last 
words of all were uttered in this loud voice. And 
this would prove the truth of oiu* Lord's own saying, 
that He laid down of Himself the life, which other- 
wise no man might have taken from Him. They did 
not kill Him; the "giving up the ghost'* was His 
own act and deed. He Himself, in His own good 
time, of His own free will, resigned His soul into 
His Father's hands. 

May we, then, conclude that the two last sayings on 
the cross were each of them uttered in a loud voice ? 
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REDEMPTION. 

St. John xix. 30. 
It is finished. 

Thus far we have followed our blessed Saviour 
through all the trial and tribulation of His cross 
and passion. We have followed Him from Gab- 
batha to Golgotha, from the hall of judgment to 
the place of execution. We have witnessed His 
sufferings, and the signs and wonders that accom- 
panied them. We have seen Him enduring at 
once the cruelty of man, the malice of Satan, and 
the wrath of God, and all this without alleviation 
and without intermission. And now at length we 
are arrived at a resting place. The Lord's favour 
and presence are restored, and " the wicked cease 
from troubling." The darkness is passing away, 
and the light is shining again : and Jesus, restored 
to spiritual communion with the Father, feeling 
no longer GoD-forsaken and desolate, knowing in 
Himself, by His own divine and all-comprehend- 
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ing knowledge, that everything was now accom- 
plished, that the work which He had undertaken 
was "perfect and entire, wanting nothing," — 
knowing and feeling this, He lifted up His voice 
like a trumpet, and cried aloud for heaven and 
earth, and all the powers of air, to hear, " It is 
finished!" 

O blessed saying ! for our sake spoken and for 
our sake recorded, that we, through patience and 
comfort of that holy word, might have hope ! 
May the God of patience and of consolation 
enable us to understand it aright, and to use it 
aright, that we may abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Ghost ! 

Let us draw near in faith, and hear with our 
ears, and ponder in our hearts, what Jesus says ! 

" It is finished !" What is finished ? The life 
passed in human nature, in the likeness of men^ 
and in all the infirmities that flesh is heir to, sin 
only except, — our perfect pattern of doing and of 
suffering all the will of God ; a life spent in doing 
good and receiving evil in return for it ; in binding 
up the broken-hearted, and supplying the wants 
of the needy, and assuaging the sorrows of the 
sons and daughters of affliction ; in affectionate 
condescension with Mends, in meek forbearance 
with enemies ; in blessing little children, and in- 
structing the ignorant, and bidding the penitent 
depart in peace ; in working miracles of mercy, 
and leaving happy tokens of His presence behind 
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Him, wheresoever He had been. But all this is 
oyer now. He came from God, He is abqut to 
return to God. The life that He lived in the 
flesh is drawn to a close. It is finished. 

" It is finished !" What is finished? The cross 
and passion of the suffering Messiah, Jesus of 
Nazareth. These are indescribable, inconceivable: 
we know not what we say, when we speak of the 
passion of Jesus. We see only the outward signs 
of it ; the inward agony God alone can compre- 
hend. We discern the bloody sweat, the trea- 
cherous betrayal, the shameful desertion, the cruel 
mockery, the savage scourging, the blasphemy of 
the multitude, the cross itself, with all its torture 
and all its degradation. These things we do un- 
derstand, and we know how to apply the mournful 
expostulation, " Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by ? Behold and see, if there be any sorrow 
like unto My sorrow ! " * This we can compre- 
hend. But the agony in the garden, and that 
strange cry from the cross, " My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me ?"— these are myste- 
ries that even angels may look into, and reverently 
lay the finger on the lip without attempting to 
explain them. But all this is now at an end. 
The passion is drawn to a close. It is finished. 

" It is finished ! " What is finished ? The ful- 
filling of prophecy, the accomplishing of all the 
types and ceremonies in the law of Moses, the 

* Lament, i. 12. 
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" It is finished," He signified, that the work was 
completed, the sacrifice ofiiered, the offering ac- 
cepted, the atonement made. ^' It is finished !" 

" It is finished ! " What is finished ? The re- 
demption of the world by the cross and passion 
of Jesus Christ, the salvation of all the elect 
people of God. For this was the end He had in 
view in all He underwent ; this was His object in 
coming into the world. God had proposed from 
the very first, before the foundation of the world, 
^^ to deliver from curse and damnation those whom 
He had chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation." 
This salvation was now in a manner accomplished : 
so far as it depended upon the sufferings of the 
Messiah, it was fiilly accomplished. True, it can- 
not be complete till the consummation of all 
things, till the judgment of the great day, and the 
resurrection from the dead, and the reunion of 
souls and bodies to be thenceforth for ever with 
the Lord. Then will be the full consummation. 
But so far as it depends on the sufferings of Christ, 
and so far as the certainty of it is concerned, the 
redemption of the world, the salvation of the elect 
was already accomplished, when Jesus collected 
His dying breath, and cried with a loud voice 
from the cross, "It is finished !" 

Such, we believe, is the doctrine contained in 
this saying of Jesus Christ. It is glad tidings to 
us sinners, sinful offspring of sinful parents, bom 
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in sin and children of wrath. It publishes peace, 
redemption from our cruel bondage, salvation 
instead of destruction, and instead of death life 
eternal. But, alas! it is possible to abuse this 
comfortable life-giving doctrine, so as to make it 
the savour of death unto death. Satan, our old 
adversary, is wily and skilful in his assaults, and 
even out of the means of our safety can fabricate 
the instruments of our ruin. He can teach the 
sinner to strengthen himself in his wickedness, 
for this very reason, — ^because Christ has endured 
the penalty of sin. He can teach him to say to 
himself, ^^ I shall have peace, though I walk in the 
imagination of my heart. God, who gave His 
Son to save me, will never allow me to perish in 
my sins ; and though I live a sinful life, yet, 
somehow, at the last no fear but grace will abound 
towards me, no fear but I shall be saved by the 
cross and passion of Jesus Christ.'' Ah ! but this 
is a fearful delusion. Perhaps the sinner would 
shrink from putting it to himself as plainly as I 
have put it here. But deal honestly with yourself, 
and you will find that these are indeed your rea- 
sonings, when you profess to hope to be saved by 
Christ, even though you live and die in sin. We, 
my brethren, shall have heard these lectures to 
litde purpose, if we go forth from them with no 
other feelings respecting sin than this, if all the 
sufferings endured by Jesus have not given us a 
horror of sin, and a dread of its consequences. 

k2 
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How can we have any part in Christ, if we fondly 
cling to sin, the enemy of Christ ? How can we, 
the servants of Christ, continue to wear the yoke 
of Satan ? How can we love Christ and love sin, 
which made Christ the suffering Messiah, and nailed 
Him to the cross ? If we have heard and pon- 
dered aright the passion of Christ, we shall dread 
sin, we shall shun it, we shall fly from it as from 
the face of a serpent, as from a monster the most 
cruel, the most relentless, the most destructive in 
the world. Oh, brethren, what does that man 
deserve who makes the passion of Jesus the occa- 
sion for indulging in sin, and saying, " The Lord 
will not require it ?" In that man's eyes Christ 
Himself is the minister of sin. For him, therefore, 
Christ has died in vain. For him there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment. Woe unto him ! the 
wrath shall come upon him to the uttermost ! 

But if the Evil Spirit may tempt us to abuse 
this doctrine, yet, blessed be God, the Holy Ghost 
can teach us to use it aright ! And if there be 
one person rather than another to whom it appeals, 
it is to the sinner repenting. If the hardened 
offender may not presume, certainly the broken- 
hearted penitent must not despair. Is there such 
a penitent in this congregation? Come, then, 
and let us reason together! You look back upon, 
life, and it testifies against you that its deeds have 
been evil. You look forward to a future state. 
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and you hear of the wrath of God revealed from 
heaven. The curse is pronounced against you ; 
you feel it and are afraid. You have (as it were) 
sentence of death in yourself, and you see no 
remedy! Nay, but O penitent, God Himself 
hath provided a remedy for you. God hath found 
a ransom, hath laid help upon One that is mighty. 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law. When He said " It is finished !" then He 
accomplished your redemption. — But you are 
hard to be persuaded of this. Your sins are so 
manifold, so deeply dyed, you feel they deserve 
punishment. You ought to be punished. How 
is it possible for you to escape without undergoing 
some penalty for sin ? Nay, some penalty God 
may see fit to inflict upon you ; for our sin is sure 
to find us out, and in some way or other is sure 
to be followed by suffering. God frequently 
punishes the penitent sinner in this world, that 
his soul may be saved in the day of judgment.* 
And thus we account for those crosses and afflic- 
tions which are laid so heavily upon the best of 
Christians. They are in many cases either the 
preventives of sin or the penalties of sin. But 
the eternal penalty of sin has been already en- 
dured for the true penitent. That was suffered 
by Christ on the cross : and however heinous your 
sin may have been, it could not have exceeded 
the suffering which drew from Christ that agoniz- 

* See 1 Cor. xi. 32; v. 5. 
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ing cry, " My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me ?'' And therefore, penitent, take courage. 
I say not, no need to mourn over your sins, or no 
need to hate sin, or no need to loathe and abhor 
yourself on account of sin,* or no need to watch 
and pray, and strive mightily to be freed from the , 
dominion of sin. But I do say, no need to despair 
of God's mercy. No need, do I say ? Bather 
no right, no excuse. Despair ! The word is not 
to be found in the teaching and preaching of the 
apostles. It is the crafty device of Satan, not the 
watchword of the Gospel of Christ. That Gt)spel 
says, " Repent, and believe in Jesus, and your 
redemption is complete. It was to comfort you, 
it was to assure you of pardon and deliverance, 
that your Saviour lifted up His voice, and cried 
aloud from His cross, ^ It is finished ! *" 

But there is another apprehension that besets 
the penitent sinner. Besides despairing of pardon 
for the past, he has not yet learned to hope for 
the grace of God for the future. Here, too, the 
text comes with comfortable assurance, and tells 
him of the work of redemption that " It is finished.*' 
Often, though he may trust that he is cleansed 
from his past sins, and though he may thank GoD 
and rejoice in the blessed feeling of deliverance 
and of freedom, still he rejoices with trembling. 
For as yet he is in the conflict ; as yet he is liable 
to be buffeted by Satan, to fall into his old sins, 

* Job xlii. 6. 
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the sins that do beset him, the temptation that 
assaulteth him daily. Nay, but take courage ! 
Your Saviour cries, "It is finished!" He has 
begun the good work in you, and He will perfect 
it His sheep shall never perish, and none may 
pluck them out of His hand. The work of your 
redemption is finished. 

Do I say this, that any one may presume ? God 
forbid ! Presumption is the mark of the beast ; 
it is the work of the devil. It is no sign of the 
Christian in Christ Jesus. And, therefore, if any 
take occasion to presume from those passages 
wherein the Saviour comforts and encourages His 
elect, let that presumptuous soul be assured, that 
those passages do not belong to him. He has 
neither part nor lot in them. His text is, not 
" They shall never perish," but, " Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall ;" not 
" I have finished my course, I have kept the faith," 
but, "Lest I should be a castaway." To the self- 
righteous and to the presumptuous we must needs 
say, " Draw not nigh hither ! Be not high-minded, 
but fear !" To the true penitent alone the text 
speaks courage. " It is finished." It revives the 
spirit of the humble, and revives the heart of the 
contrite. " It is finished." 

O penitent, faint yet pursuing, hopeful yet 
desponding, take courage, your redemption is 
finished ! You have promise upon promise that 
sin shall not have the dominion over you : there- 
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fore take courage ! And as you enter into your 
daily conflict, remember you are not alone. The 
Captain of your salvation is with you, and He is 
leading you to certain victory. He has already 
conquered for you, and He will conquer in you 
and hy you. He will never leave you, until He 
has proved the truth of His own words, " It is 
finished." And you too shall join in the shout of 
triumph, and shall say, not in faith, nor in hope, 
as of something future and uncertain ; no, but in 
the full assurance of present conviction, " It is 
finished ! " 



THE DESCENT INTO HELL. 



NOTE TO PRECEDE LECTURE VII. 



St Luke xxiii. 46. " He gave up the ghost." 
What became of the " ghost " or soul of our 
Saviour, after it left the body ? It went to Paradise 
(St. Luke xxiii. 43), that part of the world of spirits, 
where the souls of the righteous are in the hands of 
God (Wisdom iii. 1), enjoying present peace (iii. 3), 
and hoping for something still more excellent than 
their present enjoyment (iii. 4). 

Then why do we say in the creed, " He descended 
into hell ?" and what interpretation do we put upon 
this article ? Hell is not the place of torment, but 
the place of departed spirits, the imseen world, and 
that portion of it reserved for the righteous, and 
called Paradise. We take the article of the creed 
from a sermon of St. Peter, who applies to our 
Saviour the words of the psalmist, " Thou wilt not 
leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine 
Holy One to see corruption." (Acts ii, 27 ; Ps. xvi. 
10.) The words refer to our Saviour, and mean, 
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that though His soul was in the world of spirits for 
a while, it was not left there ; it returned to His 
hody and restored it to life again. And though His 
body was buried, it was not left in the grave long 
enough to corrupt ; it was raised on the third day, 
whereas corruption was said to begin on the fourth 
day. (St. John xi. 39.) 

But why is the article in the creed at all ? To 
prove the reality of our Saviour's death. It was not 
trance or swoon, it was death. His soul was actually 
in the world of spirits. In a trance a human being 
seems dead, but is not ; for the soul is still lingering 
about the body. But in death the soul leaves the 
body altogether, and departs to Hades, the invisible 
world. And this is the difference between trance 
and death. 

In explaining the " descent into hell," some refer 
us to 1 St. Pet. iii. 19, and say, that in the interval 
between Friday evening and Simday morning, our 
Saviour's soul was engaged in Hades, preaching to 
the spirits there in prison ; and that those who rose 
after His resurrection (St. Matt, xxvii. 52, 53), were 
spirits which He released from prison, and brought 
with Him out of Hades, when He returned to restore 
His own body to life, and to raise it from the tomb. 
I will not enter into the question here any further 
than to say, that the passage of St. Peter is capable 
of a widely different and a more satisfactory inter- 
pretation, and that it is not safe to dogmatise upon a 
difficult and obscure text. We should beware of 
giving the reins to our fancy, which may grievously 
err in its speculations as to the nature of our Saviour's 
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employment in the world of spirits. Let us be will- 
ing to remain ignorant of what God has not been 
pleased to reveal. •* The secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God." 



LECTURE VII. 

THE PASSING PRAYER. 

St. Luke xxin. 46. 
Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit 

These were the last words that Jesus spoke as 
He hung upon the cross ; and when He had spoken 
them, "He bowed His head, and gave up the 
ghost.'' Listen to them, O Christian, and thank- 
fully receive them ! They are your Saviour's 
dying words. Treasure them in your memory, 
and cherish them in your heart, and pray to GrOD 
that it may please Him of His gracious goodness 
so to support and succour you in your last hour, 
that you also may be enabled with your dying 
breath to commend your soul into your Saviour's 
hands, and so may fall asleep vrith " a hope fiill 
of immortality." 

Our blessed Lord had now completed the work 
that He had undertaken, and had nothing left to 
do but to die. When from His cross He cried 
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aloud, "It is finished," He proclaimed to the 
universal world that the end was come, that He 
had fulfilled all prophecies, all types and cere- 
monies, that He had endured all sufferings, and 
completed all satisfactions ; and nothing now re- 
mained but the sweet and voluntary resigning of 
His sinless soul into the hands of His heavenly 
Father. So bowing His head, as it were to take 
leave of life on earth in human nature. He ex- 
changed the cross, its shame and its torment, for 
an instant entrance into rest, into triumph, into 
glory. 

Never was there such a death as this in all 'the 
world before or since. I do not mean simply 
unlike any other death as to its blessed conse- 
quence, the redemption of mankind ; but unlike 
any other death as to the circumstances that at- 
tended it. Such a union of honour and dishonour, 
of weakness and of power ! He died on the 
cross, tbe most disgraceful death that man's inhu- 
manity could invent for the torture and degradation 
of his fellow man. His heavenly Father's favour 
and countenance had been withdrawn because of 
the sins of the world that were laid upon Him. 
Satan was allowed to buffet and assault with sore 
temptation. Men went out of their way to heap 
reproaches on Him, to assail Him with blasphe- 
mous invective, to cover Him with ridicule, to 
make themselves sport at His sufierings. But, in 
the meanwhile, the heavens declare His righteous- 
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ness, and the earth shows forth His power. The 
sun withdraws his shining, and throws a veil of 
obscurity over the indignities that were put upon 
Ae Son of God. The earth trembles under the 
sense of the wrong done to her Maker ; the rocks 
rend asunder, and nature seems dissolving. At 
the last moment He gives an infallible proof of 
His being more than mortal man in human nature. 
He gives a proof, that it was not the violence of 
the enemy, nor the hand of the oppressor that 
deprived Him of life. That loud voice uplifted 
to the heavens was no sign of a human being at 
the last gasp, with strength utterly exhausted, and 
the vital spark going out. The centurion and his 
guard, who had been present at many an execu- 
tion, had never witnessed the like before. It was 
a miracle : it was a sign of the vigour of life still 
remaining, and yet in giving the sign Jesus died. 
He, who could thus cry aloud, as He gave up the 
ghost, had life and death in His own absolute 
power. It was His own act and deed. His own 
free will at this particular moment to release the 
soul from the body. His loud cry was a sign to 
all, that He was then proving the truth of His own 
words, " No man taketh My life from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself: I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again." He 
had now finished His work, and therefore He laid 
down His life, intending by-and-bye to take it 
again. And He gave notice, that it was a voluntary 
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dismissal of His soul, by crying aloud, " Father, 
into Thy hands I commend My spirit." 

Doubtless He might, if He had chosen, have 
retired from the body the very instant it was nailed 
to the cross, and so have left nothing but a lifeless, 
corpse to the insults of the enemy. But that 
would not have answered His own plan and 
purpose. And, therefore. He remained until His 
time was come ; and at the proper moment He 
retired with a majesty and a dignity never known 
in death. In fact He died, if we may so express 
it, as the Prince of Life. "Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My spirit." 

Our Saviour spoke these words to show us, that 
He was not now, as a short time before, forsaken 
of God and desolate. The anguish of soul that 
had wrung from Him the bitter cry, " My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" was con- 
suming Him now no longer. The blackness of 
that dark hour was past ; and He saw instead the 
light of His Father's countenance beaming upon 
Him. He saw and acknowledged there the tokens 
of reconciliation and of love. He knew that He 
had now reconciled to God all those whose cause 
He had undertaken as Mediator and Redeemer. He 
knew that now He might depart in peace. And as 
He had borrowed from the psalmist His piteous ex- 
clamation, when He was in the agony of the con- 
flict, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me ?" so now again He borrows from the psalmist 
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His confident commendatory address, when He is 
emerging from the conflict more than conqueror, 
and entering into peace. " Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit." * 

But further, our Saviour spoke these words as 
our great High Priest completing His atoning 
sacrifice, which He was offering up for the sins of 
the world. The prophet had said that His soul 
was to be made " an offering for sin ;" t and here 
that offering is made. Our souls were forfeited ; 
and His soul must redeem that forfeiture. He 
gives His life a ransom for many, The price 
must be paid into the hands of God. He is the 
party offended, and to Him the satisfaction must 
be made. Our High Priest here pays the price 
and makes the satisfaction. " Father, I give My 
soul for their souls: Father, into Thy hands I 
commit My spirit." 

. But in thus committing His soul to His Father, 
He commits it only for a season. He is soon to 
ask it back again. As He died for our sins, so He 
must rise again for our justification. And, there- 
fore, He deposits His soul with the Father only 
during the time that His body was to lie in the 
grave. When that time was expired, then He 
would recall the deposit. He would reunite the 
soul to the body, and would rise again from the 
dead. " Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit, the third day to be restored to Me again. 
* Psalm xxxi. 5. f Isaiah liii. 10. 
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Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt 
Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. 
Into Thy hands I commend My spirit" 

Such are the last words spoken by Jesus Christ 
on the cross, and such is the interpretation of- 
them. In the strict and limited sense they belong 
to Him and to Him alone : but in a secondary 
sense we may surely say, He has bequeathed them 
to His people, to be as it were a pattern and out- 
line of " the passing prayer," in which Christians 
commend the departing soul of a dying brother 
or sister to the Lord. And as we have a lesson 
of holy living in the life of Jesus, so have we also 
a lesson of holy dying in His death. He died as 
our example, to teach us how to die. True, His 
death is a great deal more than that It is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. It is our "full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satis- 
faction." It is our reconciliation with God. But 
besides all this, it is our example too : and He can 
give us grace to copy the pattern He has set us. 
He enabled His first martyr, St. Stephen, to copy 
Him almost to the letter. The saint, like his 
Master, prayed for those that did the wrong, and 
humbly imitated his Saviour's parting words, bor- 
rowing them, and turning them into an earnest 
petition of his own, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit ! " 

And to many another saint and servant has the 
Lord Jesus imparted grace, so that they followed 

L 
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His blessed steps both in life and in death. And 
what He did for them, brethren, He can and will 
do for us. It is His wish that we also should die 
well, and He has showed us the way. To human 
nature there is nothing more terrible than death. 
He is " the king of terrors." The dread of him 
is so strong in the heart of man, that many are all 
their life in bondage through fear of death. But 
he is an enemy, whom we shall all in our turn 
have to encounter. After having conquered the 
world, and the flesh, and the devil, we have still 
" the last enemy," death, to conquer. And in order 
that we may encounter this last enemy bravely 
and cheerfully, in order that we may die well, 
Christ died for us. Besides this. He has given us 
all the help of the Christian Dispensation, with its 
sacred writings, its sacraments and ordinances, 
its ministry of reconciliation. All these He has 
given us, that we may live and die well. The 
Scriptures abound in various characters, all 
sketched for us. There are sketches of life, and 
sketches of death ; some intended to terrify and 
scare us, some to warn and admonish, some to 
console, to encourage, to cheer us. 

There are the utterly profane and reprobate. 
They live without God in the world. They say 
unto God, " Depart from us ! we desire not the 
knowledge of Thy ways." And when they die 
they are " driven away in their wickedness ;" their 
" end is destruction." Their death seems to have 
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its sentence graven upon it, "Depart ye cursed !" 
Alas ! for them Christ has died in vain. 

Others, again, are different from these. They 
are such as you cannot call godless characters, 
for they acknowledge God and make profession 
of religion. They are " not far from the kingdom 
of God : " they are " almost persuaded to be 
Christians." They " do many things," and often 
" hear the v^ord gladly." Not unfrequently there 
is much that is lovely and prepossessing in them. 
Still there is something lacking. In one particu- 
lar or another the world has the mastery, or the 
flesh has the mastery, so that they come short of 
the kingdom of God. They are not saved : and 
as we mourn over their failure, and think upon the 
good qualities that showed themselves amid their 
blemishes and imperfections, our regret for them 
is mingled with fear for ourselves, and we are 
constrained to say, " How hard is it to enter into 
the kingdom of God ! Who, then, can be saved ?" 
Alas ! for them also Christ has died in vain. 

Others, again, are said to be "scarcely saved," 
" saved so as by fire ;" but (blessed be God) saved 
at last. They are like " brands plucked from the 
burning." They are monuments of the grace of 
God, of grace abounding towards the chief of 
sinners. It was a toilsome path, through which 
the Lord conducted them, — a path of repentance, 
of humiliation, of sharp discipline, and severe 
affliction ; but it ended in salvation. They had 

l2 
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hope in their death. For them Christ has not 
died in vain. In them He ^^ sees of the trayail of 
His soul and is satisfied." They are trophies of 
the victory of the cross, and pledges of its power, 
" the power of God unto salvation, to every one 
that believeth." 

Others have " an entrance ministered unto them 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Some of them 
walked with Christ, and kept their garments, and 
that wicked one touched them not Others, as 
little children, with the dew of baptismal graoe 
still fresh upon them, were taken away from evil 
to come, and " are without fault before the throne 
of God." Others came out of great tribulation ; 
but they washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. " Their hope was fiill 
of immortality." Their last hour was clouded 
with no distressing doubts or fears. They knew 
whom they believed, and they were persuaded He 
was able to keep that which they had committed 
to Him against that day. When the summons 
came, they were ready for it. They had finished 
their course, had kept the faith. To them, to live 
had been Christ, to die was gain, to depart, to be 
with Christ, which was far better. Henceforth 
there is laid up for them the crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give them at that day. 

Brethren, this is the kind of death that our 
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blessed Saviour would have us die, the death that 
He has enabled us to die. By the great sacrifice 
which He offered up on this holy day,* He has 
overcome death, has destroyed it, has abolished 
it, has made it the gate of life everlasting. Oh ! 
blessed be God for the Sacrifice commemorated 
this day ! It is a day to be much observed imto 
the Lord ; for in it He redeemed us firom the curse 
of the law, from the yoke of Satan, firom the 
penalty of sin, the second death. It is a day 
plenteous in mercies to us sinners ; for it speaks 
of sin vanquished, and grace abounding, and the 
death of Christ the life of man. It is a day of 
mercies ; but it is not without its warnings too. 
Christ is not the only one who died on this day, 
and whose death is recorded in Holy Writ. That 
page has preserved for us the narrative of three 
other deaths, which also happened on this same 
day. It has preserved the narrative for our sake, 
that we may study it and turn it to account. 

There was Judas Iscariot. He died on this 
day, and died the most fearfiil death of all, died 
by his own hand. What a histor}"- is his ! What 
privileges he enjoyed ! what restraints he broke 
through ! what grace he abused ! He fell firom 
one wickedness into another. He began with 
covetousness, he went on to theft, he ended in 
treachery, the blackest in the world ; and from 

* Good Friday. 
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CHURTON, REV. H. B. W.-THOUGHTS on the LAND of the 
MORNING ; ^Record of Two Visits to Palestine, 1849-60. By H. B. 
Whitakbk CmjKTOir, M.A., Vicar of Icklesham, Sussex, Chaplain to 
the Lord Bishop of Chichester, and late Preacher of the Charterhouse. 
Second Edition, corrected and enlarged. Crown 8to. with numerous illus- 
trations, cloth, 10s. 6d. 

'* The pious and accomplished Author of this work has trarersed the East 
as one who looks to the ultimate restoration of the people of Isiael to their 
long lost inheritance, and to the favour of God, &c. The volume is per- 
vaded by a spirit of deep piety, and it will be an agreeable and profitable 
companion to all students of the Sacred Volume. Its details are, through- 
out, most inteiesting; and the engravings by which it is illustrated are in all 
cases extremely well executed, and in many instances are eminently beautiful. 
We should say, that from the elegance of the Volume it would be a very 
appropriate gift to young persons of piety, who are habitual students of the 
Bihle.**— English RevUw, 

CLARK, REV. F. F.-PLAIN SERMONS to OOUNTRT CON- 
GREGATIONS. By Francis Forbman Clark, A.B., Head Master of 
the Grammar School, Nei»oastle-under-LyB6, and late Minister of Christ 
Church, Chorley. ISmo. cloth, Cs. 
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CLARK, MRS. T.-THBCOUNTRTPABSON^SWITB. Being 
intended M a Ckmtfaitttkm of, MulCoB|ittiioB to, ''Hsauun^ GtHmrmT 
Pamom." By Mn. Thomas Cioxx. Feap. doth, 9b. M. 

CLOSE, REV. F.-PASSION WEEK LECTUEES : dcfitmd 
In the Pariah Cbnieh, Chdtcnham, In the jFenr 1S47- By tho Befr. F. 
CuMs^ A.1L , Perpetual Curate. ISmo.eloth, 5a. 

— MISCELLANEOUS SEEMONS. Pieadied at ChdtenhaL 
Seeond Edition. S rola. 8to. bda. 11a. 

— THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE of the SECOND ADVENT 
of OUR LORD and SAYIOUR JESUS CHRIST, eonaidarad in a 
Coone of Poor Sermona, Preached in the Seaaon of Advent, 1845. Feap 
cloth, la. 6d. 

COMMON SENSE for HOUSEMAIDS. By A Ladt. Second 
Edition, corrected. 12mo. la. 6d. 

COMPANION to the BOOK of COMMON PEATEE, of the 
United Choreb of En^and and Ireland. S4nio. doth, Sa. Od. 

CONSISTENCT. By Chablottb Euzabrh. Sixth Edition. 
18mo. boarda, 2a. 6d. 

COUSINS, REV. D. L.-EXTEACTS from the DIAET of a 
WORKHOUSE CHAPLAIN. By the ReT. D. L. Cooaiira, AM, ISmo. 
cloth, 6a. 

CRABBE, REV. C.-POSTHUMOUS SERMONS by the Eev. 
GEORGE CRABBE, L.L.B., Author of <* The Borough,*' ** Talea of 
the Hall," &c. Edited by John D. HAaTiiroa, A.M., Rector of Trow- 
bridge, Wilta. 8to., with a Portrait, cloth, lOs. 6d. 

*•* Published for the liquidation of the debt on Trowbridge Church and 
School!. 

CRAIG, REV. E.-BRIEF HINTS to CANDIDATES for HOLT 

ORDERS. By the Rer. Edward Craio. Feap. cloth, 3b. 

Contents: — Chooiing the Profession— Preparatory Study— Reading for 
Holy Orders— The Pormularies — Composition — Sermon-Making— Pireach- 
ing— Reading— Schools— Visiting— Dissent— Popeiy— Consistency, &c. 

CRUDEN, A.- A COMPLETE CONCORDANCE to the HOLY 
SCRIPTURES of the OLD and NEW TESTAMENT; or, ADicnoNABT 
AHD Alphas KTic A L Indsx to tbs Bibls. In Two Parts. To which 
is added, A Concordanck to thr Apocrypha. By Albzahdrr 
Crooi H, M.A. The Ninth Edition. With a Life of the Author, by 
ALRZAyDRR Cbauibrs, FJ9.A« 4to. boards, II. Is. 
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CUNNINGHAM, REV. J. W -SERMONS. By the Bey. J. W. 
CuNNiKOHABi, A.M., Ylcar of Harrow, and late Fellow of St. John's Col- 
lege, Cambridge. Fifth Bdition. 2 yols. 8to. bds. 1/. Is. 

-> SIX LECTURES on the BOOK of JONAH. Fcap. bds. Ss. 

— THE VELVET CUSHION. Eleventh Bdition. Fcap. bds. 58. 

DON| J.-HORTUS CANTABRIGIBNSIS ; or, an Accented 
Catalogue of Indigenous and Bxotic Plants cultivated in the Cam- 
bridge Botanic Garden. By the late Jambs Doh, Curator, with the 
additions and improvements of the successive Editors; — F. Pursh, J. 
Lindley, Ph.D., F.R.S., &c., and the late O.Sinclair, F.L.S. &c. The 
Thirteenth Edition, now further enlarged, improved, and brought down to 
the present time. By P. N. Dow. 8vo. cloth, 24s. 

DRUMMOND, H.-SOCIAL DUTIES on CHRISTIAN PRIN- 
CIPLES. By HxNBY Drommohd, Esq., M.P. Fifth Edition. Fcap. 
cloth, 48. 

EIGHTEEN MAXIMS of NEATNESS and ORDER. To which 
is prefixed an Introduction by Thxrbsa Tidy. Twenty-fourth Edition. 
18mo. sewed, 6d. 

EDELM AN, REV. W -SERMONS on the HISTORT of JOSEPH. 
Preached in the Parish Church of St. Mary, Wimbledon. By the Rev. 
W. EoKLMAN, Perp. Curate of Merton. 12mo. doth. 0s. 

— THE FAMILY PASTOR; or. Short Sermons for Family Bead- 
ing. 12mo. cloth, 8s. 6d. 

EDMUNDS, REV. J.— SERMONS, preached for the most part in * 
a Country Church in the Diocese of Durham. By the Rev. Johh EnutrnDe. 
M.A., formerly Fellow of the University of Durham. Second Series. 
Fcap. cloth, 5s. 6d. 

*'The Sermons contained in this volume are generally sound and emi- 
nently practical, and admirably adapted for the purpose for which they are 
published— to be read in families to children and servants on the Sunday 
evening."— /oAn Butt, 

** The Sermons are calculated for the benefit of such congregations as that 
to which they were addressed. They are plain, scriptural, and practical. 
They pretend to no ambitious flights. We hope they have been blessed to 
those who heard them, and may afford similar benefit to many others into 
whose hands they may fall." — ChrkHan Timet. 

ELLIOTT, REV. C. B.-THE REV. C. B. ELLIOTT'S HORiE 
APOCALTPTICiB ; Abridged for the School-room, and for Family Read- 
ing. Second Edition, revised and corrected. With a Recommendatory 
Notice by the Author of the ** Hone ApocalypticsB." Fcap. cloth, 6s. 
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ELWIN, REV. F — BPHBAIM ; a Course of LectaTet deliyered 
during Lent, at the Octagon Chapel, Bath. By the Rev. FovirTAiv 
Elwis, Vicar of Temple, Bristol, and one of the Miniateriof the Ootagon 
Chapel. 1 too. cloth, 3§, 

FAR OFF: or Asia and Australia Described. With Anecdotes 
and Numerous Illustrations. By the Author of ** Peep of Day." Ac. 
Seyenth Thousand. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

" We hare sometimes met clergymen who are in the habit of mdeaTOtiring 
to promote the Missionary cause in their parishes, who would be thankful 
for such a little book as this. It seems to us Just the sort of book that 
might be read out to a class of young persons, either in National Schools or 
otherwise, and which would be certain to interest them exeeedingly." — 
English Review, 

— FAR OFF: Part II.; or, Africa and America Described. 
With Anecdotes and Numerous Illustrations. Fcap. cloth, 6s. 

FINCHER, J.-THE ACHIEVEMENTS of PRATER. Se- 
lected exclusively from the Holy Scriptures. By ^he late Joskph Fiitchbb, 
Esq. With a Testimony to the Work by James Montgomery, Eaq., 
Sheffield. Third Edition. ISmo. cloth, 68. 

— THE INTERPOSITION of DIVINE PROVIDBNOB. Se- 
lected exclusiyely from the Holy Scriptures. 12mo. cloth, 6s. 

THE FIRST SEAL : being SHORT HOMILIES on the GOSPEL 
according to 8T. MATTHEW. Fcap. doth, 8b. 

FORSYTH, REV. J. H.-SERMONS bj the late REV. JOHN 
HAMILTON FORSYTH, M.A., Curate of Weston-Snper-Mare, and 
afterwards Minister of Dowry Chapel, Clifton, Domestic Chaplain to the 
Marquis of Thomond. With a Memoir of the Author. By the Ber. 
Edward Wilsoh, M.A, Vicar of Nocton, Lincolnshire. Third Edition. 
8yo. cloth, with large Portrait, lOs. 6d. 

— MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. J. HAMILTON FORSTTH, 
M.A. By the Bey. E. Wilbom. Third Edition. Fcap. cloth, with a 
Portrait, 6s. 

** The character of Mr. Forsyth is one which we greatly admire," Ae.— 
Chriit4an Observer. 

GARBETT, ARCHDEACON.-DIOCESAN SYNODS AND 
CONVOCATION. A Charge deUyered to the Clergy and Churchwardens 
of the Archdeaconry of Chichester. August, I8A2. By the Venerable 
Jambs QAaBBTT, M.A.> Archdeacon of Chichester. Second Edition. 
8yo. 9s. 6d. 
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GARBETT, ARCHDEACON. 

— THE BEATITUDES of the MOUNT. In Seventeen Sermons. 
12mo. cloth, 7b* 

'* There is a depth and a solidity in these dtscootses, wbich Oayourablj 
distinguish them from so many of the superfcial productions with which 
the press is teeming. The reader cannot but feel that he has something 
worth thinking of presented to him ; and the more he ponders them the 
greater will be his pro6t.'*— Church e/ JBn^and Magaxint, 

" Of Archdeacon Garbett's Sermons it is impossible to fpeak too higtaly," 
*c.— Pcwt 

'* The Sermons, apart from the teit, are such as the catholicity and piety 
of Archdeacon Oarbett would lead ns to expect. The Beatitudes suggested 
to his earnest and spiritual mind many high and holy thoughts, and leaving 
the beaten track of commentating, he wrote down these thoughts. To read 
with ordinary attention what he has written, and not be pleased and edified, 
would be impossible. He speaks out of the fulness of a warm heart and well- 
cultivated mind, and we earnestly hope that many thousands, whom his 
living ministrations cannot reach, wfll hear him speak through the medium 
of this charming volume."— Ckric<ia» Times, 

— CHRIST on EARTH, in HEAYSN, and on the JUDGMENT 
SEAT. 2 vols. 12mo. cloth, 128. 

*' No one can read these volumes without great delij^t and proflt*" — 
Chrittian Ob$ervtr, 

— PAROCHIAL SERMONS. 2yoLi.8vo.clath,eaehl28. 

— CHRIST as PROPHET, PRIEST, and KING; being a 
Vindication of the Church of England from Theological Novelties, in Eight 
Lectures, preached before the University of Oxford, at Canon Bampton'i 
Lecture, 1842. S vols. 8vo. cloth, 1/. 4«. 

GIBBON, E.-THE HISTORY of the DECLINE and FALL 
of the ROMAN EliPIRB. By Edwabo Gibboji, Esq. New Edition. 
8 vols. 8vo. cloth, SI. 

THB GIPSIES. Dedicated, hy penniMion, to James Crahh, the 
Qipsies' Friend. Fcap. cloth, 4s. 6d. 

GOODE, REV. F.-THE BETTER COVENANT PRACTI- 
CALLY CONSIDERED, from Hebrews viii. 6, 10—12 ; with a Supplk- 
MaxrT on Philipplans 11. IS, 18, and Notes. By the late Rev. F. Qoodk, 
M.A. Fifth Edition. To which to added, A Sermon on Jer. zxzi. 
81—34. Fcap. cloth, 7e. 

GOODE, REV. W.-AID for DETERMINING SOME DIS- 

PUTED POINTS in the CEREMONIAL of the CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND. By WJXJ.ZA1I OooDc, M.A., F.aA., Rector of AUhaUowe the 
Great and Less. Second Edition, 8vo., doth, 4s. 
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COODE, REV. W. 

— A VINDICATION of the DOCTRINE of the CHURCH 
of ENGLAND on the Yalidlty of the Orders of the Scotch and Foreign 
Non-Episcopal Churches. 8to. cloth, 6s. 

— THE DOCTRINE of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

as to the Effects of Baptism in the case of Infants. With an Appot- 
dlx, containing the Baptismal Services of Lather and the Nuremberg and 
Cologne Liturgies. Second Edition. 8to., cloth, I6s. 

THE GOSPEL of OTHER DATS or, Thoughts on Old and 
New Testament Scriptures. By the Author of ** Seed Time and Hanreet." 
18mo. cloth, 28. 

"It is a source of much gratification to be able to recommend a work 
of this kind when so much penrersion is sought to be effected through 
similar means. No parent neeid fear to place this book in the hands of his 
children, for it abounds with truths set out in a familiar style and manner 
to insure profitable results."— BetTf Meiten^er, 

** We heartily welcome the little book .... As a sound and eminently 
practical compression of a great subject into a' very small compass, we can 
heartUy recommend itr-~BickenUth*t Weeklp Visitor. 

GRIFFITH, REV. T.-THE APOSTLES' CREED, a Practical 
Exposition of the Christian Faith, considered in relation to the wants of 
the Religious Sense, and certain errors of the Present Day. By the Rev. 
Thom asOrifpith, A.m., Minister of Ram's Episcopal Chapel, Homerton, 
l2mo. cloth, 10s. 

— OUR BAPTISMAL STANDING PRACTICALLY CON- 
SIDERED. 12mo. Is. ed. 

— THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. Sixth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 68. 

— LIVE WHILE YOU LIVE ; or, Scripture views of Hu- 
man Life. Fifth Edition. 18mo. cloth, Ss.6d. 

— THE LORD'S PRAYER, contemplated as the Expression 
of the Primary Elements of Devoutness. Second Edition. Fcap.Svo. 
cloth, 3s. 6d. 

— SERMONS, preached in St. James's Chapel, Ryde. Second 
Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 8s. 

— CONFIRMATION and the BAPTISMAL VOW: for 

Catechumens, Communicants, Parents, and Sponsors. Third Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 8s. 0d. 

-. CONFIRMATION; its Nature, Importance, and Benefits. 
Fourth Edition, 4d., or 3s. 6d. a dozen. 

— THE LORD'S SUPPER; its Nature, Requirements, and 
Benefits. Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo. doth, 9s. 6d. 
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GRAGLlAi C.-A POCKET DICTIONARY of the Italian 
and English Languages. By C. Qeaolia. Square 1 8mo. bound, 4s. 6d. 

GRAY, MRS. H.-HISTORY of ROME for Young Persons. 
By Mrs. Hamuton Ghat, with numerous Wood Engravings. 2 yols. 
12mo. cloth, 128. 

*' A very ingenious attempt to bring the recent discoyeries of the critical 
school into working competition with the miserable Goldsmiths andPinnocks 
of our youth," —Chriitian Remembrancer, 

** The clear, lively, and pleasing style of narration is admirably calculated 
to awaken and sustain the attention." — Athenaum. 

— EMPERORS OF ROME FROM AUGUSTUS TO CON- 
ST ANTINE : being a Ck>ntinnation of the History of Rome. 1 vol. 12mo 
with Illustrations, 8s. 

** So many applications are made to us for histories suited to a period of 
life when the mind is beginning to develope its power, and to find satisfac- 
tion in connecting the past with the present and the future in human affairs, 
that we are induced to recommend these volumes, which however widely 
circulated, have not half the circulation which they deserve. They are clearly 
written. They neither minister to childish imbecility, or take for granted 
a measure of knowledge which cannot be lawfully expected of the young. 
They present the page of history as it really is— not a series of dry details, 
nor of gorgeous spectacles, but with enough of plain fact to instruct the 
understanding, and of romantic incident to kindle the sympathies and affec- 
tions. The German school of historical doublters are neither listened to by 
Mrs. Gray as oracles, nor rejected as imposters. Niebuhr is heard, without, 
as in some cases, being worshipped. Those will do little Justice to these 
volumes who regard them as of value only to the young. We know of no 
book of the kind in which the upper classes of public schools may more suc- 
cessfully study those fatcts of which they are apt to be miserably ignorant, 
and in which their fathers may find more suggestive hints for the Pulpit and 
the 8ena,t9,*'^Chrittian Obierver, 

** We have no hesitation in saying, that this is one of the best histories of 
the Roman Empire for children and young people which has come under our 
notice. Mrs. Hamilton Gray has made herself acquainted with at least some 
of the more important ancient writers on the subject of which she treats, 
and also with the criticisms of Niebuhr and other modem investigators of 
Roman history." — Aihenaum, 

** It may be recommended as a clear, rapid, and well arranged summary 
of facts, pointed by frequent but brief reflections. . . . The book is a 
very good compendium of the Imperial History, primarily designed for chil- 
dren, but useful (or aXL'*— Spectator, 

" It would be an erroneous impression to convey of this volume, that it is 
written solely for schools and children. In reality it is an abridgment far 
more likely to be useful to grown-up persons, who can reflect upon the 
working of general laws, and make their own observations upon men and 
things. A striking characteristic of the book is the impartiality of its 
political tone, and its tiigh moral feeling."— £(ram<ii«r. 

B 7 



14 WOBK8 PUBLI8HSD BY 



CRAYi MRS. H. 

— THE HISTORY of ETRURIA. Part I. TARCHUN 
AND HIS TIMES. From the Foundation of Tarqainia to th« Foun- 
dation of Rome. Part n. FROM THE FOUNDATION OF BOMB 
TO THE GENERAL PEACE OF ANNO TABQUINIEN8IB* 839, 
B. C. 348. 2 yolt. post 8to. cloth, each ISi. 

" A work which we strongly recommend as certain to afTord pleanureand 
profit to every reader."— ^IA«iunfm. 

— TOUR to the SEPULCHRES of ETRURIA in 1889. 

Third Edition. With numerous Illustrations, post 8to. cloth, 11. Is. 

** Mrs. Gray has won an honourable place in the large assonbly of 
modem female writers." — Quarterly Review. 

** We warmly recommend Mrs. Gray's most useful and interesting Tolome.** 
—Edinburgh Review, 

CRAYjREV.J.H.-EXPLANATION of the CHURCH CA- 
TECHISM. With Scripture Proofs, for the use of Sunday Schools. By 
the Rot. John HAMiLTOif Orat, M.A., of Magdalen College, Oxford; 
Vicar of Bolsover and Scarcliff. Second Edition. 12mo. cloth. Is. 

GRAY, MISS. A. T.-THE TWIN PUPILS ; or, Edncation at 

Home. A Tale addressed to the Toung. By Ann Thombon Gray. 

Fcap. cloth, 7i* 6d. 

" The story is well planned, well raried, and well written." — SpetMor, 
'* More sound principles and useful practical remarks we have not lately 

met in any work on the much treated subject of education. The book is 

written with liveliness as well as good sense."— JUterarr Ga»etU. 
** A Tolume of excellent tendency, which may be put with safety and 

advantage into the hands of well-educated young people.— JB^MH^ieol 

Me^^oMine, 

CRIMSTON, HON. MISS-ARRANGEMENT of the COMMON 
PRAYER BOOK and LESSONS, Dedicated, by Permission, to Her Ma- 
jesty. 

The peculiar advantage of this arrangement consists in having the entire 
Morning and Evening Service printed in a large clear type, in two portable 
volumes, one for the Morning and the other for the Evening. 

The following are the prices :— 

Royal 18mo. Morocco elegant - 

Ditto plain 

Ditto calf gilt leaves 

Royal 32mo. Morocco elegant • 

Ditto plain «> 

Dftto oalf gilt leaves- 
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HANKINSONi REV. T. E.- POEMS. Bj Thokas Edwards 
H AiTKiNSONy M. A.flate of Corpiu Christi College, Cambridge, and Minister 
of St. Matthew's Chapel, Denmark Hill. Edited by his Brothers. Fourth 
Edition. Fcap. cloth, 7b* 

— SERMONS. 8yo. cloth, lOs. 6d. 

HARE,REV.A.W.-SEKMONS to a COUNTRY CONGRBaA- 

TION. By Augustus William Hark, A.M., late Fellow of New 

College, and Rector of Alton Barnes. Serenth Edition. 9 vols. ISmo. 

cloth, 16s. 

*' They are, in troth, as appears to us, compositions of yery rare merit, 
and realise a notion we have lUways entertained, that a sermon for our rural 
congregations there somewhere was, if it could be hit off, which in language 
should be familiar without being plain, and in matter solid without being 
abstruse."— (^uMrterly Beview. 

HARRT BRIGHTSIDB ; or, the Tonng Trayeller in Italy. By 
AuHT Louisa. Fcap. 4s. 6d. 

"It will be a yery popular Boys' Book, and we trust may exercise a 
beneficial influence upon the minds of all its young readers." — Biekersteth's 
Visitor, 

** A book of instruction and amusement for yonng people, contains much 
information on the scenery, topography, works of art, and antiquities of 
Italy, written in a pleasing and familiar style, and in a spirit which com- 
mends the book to the use of Juvenile readers.'.'— £<(«rary OazeUe, 

HASTINGS, REV. H. J.-THE WHOLE ARMOUR of 

GOD. Four Sermons, preached before the Uniyerslty of Cambridge, 

during the month of May, 1848. By HsiraT James Habtihos, M.A., of 

Trinity College, Honorary Canon of Worcester, Rural Dean, Rector of 

Areley Kings, Worcestershire. Fcap. cloth, 8s. 6d. 

*' These are plain, sensible discourses, and apparently yery well adapted 
to engage the attention of those to whom they were addressed."— JElni^Jif A 
Xcvicwa 

~ PAROCHIAL SERMONS, from Trinity to Adyent. 8vo. 
cloth, 12s. 

HATCHARD, REV. T. C.-FOOD FOR MT FLOCK; being 

Sermons deliyered in the Parish Church of Havant, Hants. By T. 

Goodwin Hatchakd, M.A., Rector of Hayant, and Domestic Chaplain 

to the Marquis Conyngham. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 6d. 

'* These S«rmons are marked by unaffected piety, great cleames8N>f expo- 
sition, and a direct plainness of style and purpose which render them pre- 
eminently practical.' —fiHtatmia. 

HINTS on EARLY EDUCATION and NURSERY DIS- 
CIPLINE. Sixteenth Edition. ISmo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 
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HINTS for REFLECTION. Compiled from rarious Authors. 
Third Edition. SSmo. cloth, 2s. 

HISTORY of JOB, in Language adapted to Children. Bj the 
Author of the '* Peep of THj," " Line upon Line," Ae. 18mo. eloth, li. 

HOARE, ARCHDEACON-BAPTISM ; or, the MINISTRA- 
TION of PUBLIC BAPTISM of INFANTS, to be need in the Chnroh; 
Scriptnzmlly illustrated and explained. By the Venerable C. J. Hoaab, 
A.lf ., Archdeacon of Surrey, Canon of Winchester, and Vicar of Godstone. 
Fcap. cloth, 6s. 6d. 

«This TOlume is a raloable accession to our popular theolc^iy, which we 
cordially commend to the attentire perusal of oar readers generally, and 
especially to heads of iiunilies."— {;9k«rdl €fEngUmd Q^arUrly Beview, 

HOAREi REV. E.-THE SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES of 
our Protestant Church. By the Rey. Bdwabo Hoabb, A.M., Incombent 
of Christ Church, Ramsgate. Second Bdition. ISmo. doth, 9e. 

— THE TIME OF THE END ; or. The World, the Vinhie 
Church, and the People of God, at the AdTcnt of the Lord. Third 
Edition. ISmo. cloth, Is. 6d. 

— THE COMMUNION. AND THE COMMUNICANT. 

18mo. 8s. per dosen. 

HODGSON. REV. C. - FAMILT PRATERS FOR ONB 
MONTH. By various Clergymen. Arranged and Edited by the Rey* 
Chablss Hodosoh, M. a.. Rector of Barton-le-Street, Yorlcshire. 
Abridged Edition. To which haye been added, Pratbbs for Paxticulab 
Skasonb, and PnnriONS ik Timb or Wab. 

Amongst the Contributors are His Chrace the Ardibishop oi Canterbury, the 
Rev. Chancellor Raikes, the Ven. Archdeacon Sandford, Rey. J. Htldane 
Stewart, Rey. Charles Bridges, Rev. C. A. Thnrlow, the late Rer. R. 
Bickersteth, dee., Ac. Fcap. cloth, 8s. 6d. 

HOPE, DR.- MEMOIRS of the LATE JAMES HOPE,M.D., 

Physician to St. George's Hospital, &e. Ac. By Mrs. Hops. To which 

are added, REMARKS on CLASSICAL EDUCATION. By Dr.HoPK. 

And LETTERS from a SENIOR to a JUNIOR PHYSICIAN. By Dr. 

BuRDSB. The whole edited by KxaiH Grabt, M.D., Ac. fre. Fourth 

Edition. Post Sro. cloth, 7s. 

«< The general, as well as the medical readw, will iind ttis B meet 
interesting and instructive yolvaae"—OeiUleman*t Magazine. 
** A yery interesting memoir to eyery class of readers.**— ClbrMteB 06. 

M€T1t€T» 
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HOPE, MR8.-SELF-EDUCATI0N and the FORMATION 
of CHARACTER : AddresBed to the foung. By Mrs. Hops. Second 
Edition, Revised. 18mo. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

" Parents and teachers will gain many nseftil hints from the penual of this 
volume." — Beeard, 

HOWARD, J.-MEMOIRS of JOHN HO WARD, the Christian 
Philanthropist: with a Detail of his extraordinary Labours; and an Ac- 
count of the Prisons, Schools, Lasarettos, and Public Institutions he 
visited. By Thomas Taylor, Esq., Author of '*The Life of Cowper," 
Ac. Ac Second Edition. With a Portrait. 12mo. cloth, 7s* 



HUME tt 8M0LLETT.-THE HISTORY of ENGLAND, 
from the Invasion of Julius Cnsar to the Death of George the Second* By 
D. Hums and T. Smollbtt. 10 vols. 8vo. cloth, 41. 

JACKSONi REV. F. - SERMONS. By the Bey. Fridebio 
JACKSOir, Incumbent of Parson Drove, Isle of Ely. Second Series. 
Fcap. cloth, As. 

** Discourses addressed to a village congregation. The chief aim of the 
preacher has been to enforce practical conclusions for the guidance of the 
humblest, from some of the most striking events or sentiments of Scriptni^. 
The style is plain and forcible."— ;S|)«ctator. 

~ A FIRST SERIES OF SERMONS. Fcap. doth, 58. 

JEWSBURYy MI88 MM. J.-LETTBBS to the YOUNG. By 
Mabia Javb Jbwbbubt. Fifth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

JOHNSONy DR.-A DICTIONARY of the ENGLISH LAN- 
QUAOE. By Samucl JoHNBOv, L.L.D. Abridged by CBAunBas. 8vo. 
lSs.,or 18mo. bound, Ss.0d. 

LINE UPON LINE; or, a Second Series of the Earliest Aeligions 
Instruction the Infant Mind is capable of receiving ; with Verses illustra- 
tive of the Subjects. By the author of '< The Peep of Day," Ste, Part I. 
Fifty- third Thousand. Part II.. Forty-sixth Thoosand. 18mo. doth, each 
Ss.6d. 
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LAM By REV. R.~SEBMONS on PASSING SEASONS and 
EYBNTS. By Robsrt Lamb, M JL., St. John's Collesa, Oxford, Incam- 
bent of St. Paal's. Manchester. 18mo.7s. 

** Contains Talnable specimens of pulpit te^ohfaig, erveney of lytiritlfdog 
combined with a thorough appreciation of Gospel trutb."i— iBeO'# t^€ekljf 
Mestenger, 

'* Very ably written."— CINirc* and 8UUe Oazette* 

'* Inculcating practical lessons. The Christianity is Protestant; tlM 
matter substantial ; and the style possesses a plain strength."— -^^totor. 

" The teachings of a pious mind."— Qa/ord UrUvertitif Herald. 

** Well calculated to awaken the interests of the most calioui Ustenfrm^'— - 
BrUannia. 

** Plain, sometimes foreible."~Ci^rd<an. 

"Plain, earnest, practical discourses. The style is simple and fareible, 
and while the author's learning is apparent, there is no displaj of pedantry 
nnsuited to his themes." — Literarp Qiuette. 

** The style is elegant, and the compositions are fitnltless. Ae sentlmeats 
also are good, and precious trutlu are inter8persed."~l9hrMi4|ii 2^fiiM9. 

** Deserve commendation for the earnestness of their tone. We find pas* 
sages of true eloquence ; not exuberant, but diastened by refined taste."— 
TheCfriUe. 

LIGHT in tlie DWELLING ; or, a Harmony of tlie Four Gospels, 
with yery Short ttnd Simple Remarks adapted to Reading at Family 
Prayers, and arranged in S65 sections, for every day of the year. By the 
Author of " The Peep of Day," "Line upon Line," Ste, Revised and 
corrected by a Clergyman of the Church of England. Eighth Thousand. 
ISmo. cloth, 8s. ; or, in 8vo., large type, ISs. 

** Brief remarks, always to the point, full of spiritual meaning, and what 
is far better, of spiritual feeling, meet us in every page of this work."— 
Christian Ladia' Magazine, 

** Those who use this interesting and l>eau^fuUy writt^ manual, will have 
* Light in the Dwelling.' We can, with a good eonsdenoe, and an enlight- 
ened conviction, recommend the work, both for family and private readii^." 
—Evangelieal Moffagine. 

LUTHER. - MARTIN LUTHEE'E SPIRITUAL 80NG8. 
Translated by R. MASsni, Esq., ot Ecdeston. ISmo. <doth, vrtth P(a^ 
trait, 3s. 6d. 

MACEE, REV. W. C.-SERMONS deUyered at St SayiDor'a 
Church, Bath. By the Rey. W. C. Maokb, BJL. Seooad Bditioii. 
ISmo. cloth, f •• 

— SERMONS at the Octagon Cliapel, Bath. Fcap. doih^ Ta.. 6d. 
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MANCHESTER, DUKE OF.-THE FINISHED MTSTEBY; 
to which is added, an Bxamination of a Work by the Rer. David Brown, 
entitled «« Christ's Second Coming. WiU it be ' PremiUenni»l ?* ** Bj 
Gborob, Dvkm or llAircHBenB. 8to. cloth, 18s. 

M'NEILE, rev. DR.~LECTnSBS on the GHUBOH of BN€h 
LAND, delivered in London, liareh, 1840. By Hugh M*NsiLa, 
D.D., Hon. Canon of Chester, and Incombent of St. Paul's Chnrcli, 
Prince's Park, Liverpool. Eighth Edition. 12mo. doth, 5s. 

— LECTURES on the SYMPATHIES, SUFFEEINGS, and BE- 
SURRECTION of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, deUvered in Liverpool 
daring Passion Week and Baster Day. Third Edition, limo. doth, 
4s. 6d. 

JMARRIOTTy R£V. H.-SEBMONS on the CHABACTEB and 
DUTIES of WOMEN. By the Rev. Habvxt Mamuott, Yioar of 
Loddiswell, and Chaplain to the Right Hoaoorable Lord Kenyon. limo. 
doth, 4s. 6d. 

— FOUR COURSES of PRACTICAL SERMONS, 8ro. 
eaeblOs.Sd. 

MAR8DEN, REV. J. B.-The HISTOBT of the EABLY PURI- 
TANS ; lh>m the Reformation to the Opening of the Civil War in 184S, 
By J. B. Mabsdbm, M.A. Second Edition. 8vo. doth, 10s. 6d. 

— The HISTOBT of the LATER PURITANS ; from the Open- 
ing of the Civil War in 1042, to the I^ection of the Non-conforming 
Clergy in 1662. Second Edition. 8vo. doth, 10s. 6d. 

MARSHALL, MI88.-EXTRACTS from the RELIGIOUS 
WORKS of FENBLON, Archbishop of Cambray. Translated fkom the 
Original French. ByMissMABBHALx.. Eleventh Edition, with a Portrait. 
Fcap. cloth, As. 

MEEK, REV. R.-THE MUTUAL RECOONITION and EX- 
ALTED FELICITY of GLORIFIED SAINTS. By the Rev. Robbbt 
MxBK, M.A., Rector of St. Michael, Sutton Bonnington, Notts. Fifth 
^Edition. Feap. cloth, Ss. €d. 
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MEEKy REV. R. 

— PRACTICAL and DEVOTIONAL MEDITATIONS on 
the LORD'S SUPPER, or Holy Communion. 18mo. cloth, 8t.8d. 

— PASSION WEEK ; a Practical and Devotioiial Exposition of 
the OoipeU and Epistles appointed for that Beaton, eompoied for the 
Closet and the Family. ISmo. boards, 4s. 

MMONCREIFFy REV. C. R. - CONFIRMATION BECORDS. 
By the Rey. O. R. MoHcaairr, MJL,, Rector of Tatt^nhaU. fieeond 
Edition, with an Appendix. Fcap. cloth, Ss. ed. 

M08HEIM, DR.- INSTITUTES of ECCLESIASTICAL 
HISTORY, Ancient and Modem. By J. L. Yon Mobhxim, DJ>. A new 
and revised Edition with Additions. By HxNaT SoAius, ICA., Rector 
of Stapleford Tawney. 4 toIs. 8vo. cloth, 82. St. 

NEAR HOME; or, the Coantries of Earope described to 
Children, with Anecdotes. By the author of ** Peep of Day," ** Light in 
the Dwelling," Ac. Uiustrated with numerous Wood BngraTiogs. Four- 
teenth Thousand. Fcap. cloth, As. 

** It must be yery interesting to children. Those to whom we have read 
passages, taken at random, clap their little hands with delight.'*— AytitA 
Journal qf Education, 

<* A well-arranged and well- written book for children ; compiled from the 
best writers on the various countries, and full of sound and useful inf(Mm* 
ation, pleasantly conveyed for the most part in the homdy monosyUabie 
Saxon which children leam from their mothers and nurses."— ^Ck^iMeMm. 

NEW MANUAL of DEVOTIONS ; containing Family and 
Private Prayers, the Office for the Holy Communion, &e. ISmo. bd., 48. 

NEWNHAMy W.-A TRIBUTE of STMPATHT ABBRBSSBD 

to MOURNERS. By W. Nbwnham, Esq., MJt.S.L. 

Contents: — 1. Indulgence of Grief. 8. Moderation of Oriel S. Rzees- 
sive Sorrow. 4. Advantages of Sorrow. 5. Self-examination. 6. Resignation. 
7. Sources of Consolation. Tenth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 58. 

— THE RECIPROCAL INFLUENCE of BODY and MIND 
CONSIDERED: As it affects the Great Questions of Education— Phre- 
nology — Materialism— Moral Advancement and Responsibility — Man*s 
Free Agency— The Theory of Life— The Peculiarities of Mental Property 
—Mental Diseases— The Agency of Mind upon the Body— Of Physical 
Temperament upon the Manifestations of Mind— and upon the Exprwilon 
of Religious Feeling. 8vo. cloth, Ua. 



THOMAS UATCHARD. 21 



NIGHT of TOIL ; or, a F&miliar Accoant of the Labours of the 
First Missionaries in tlie South Sea Islands. By the Author of " The Peep . 
ofDay/'" Near Home, *'&e. Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 4t. 

NIND| REV. W.-LECTURE-SERMONS. Preached in a 
Country Parish Cliurch. By William Nimo, M.A., Fellow of St. Peter's 
College, Cambridge, and Vicar of Cherry Hinton. Second Series. 12mo. 
cloth, 6s. 

'* Sermons distinguished by brevity, good sense, and a plainness of 
manner and exposition which well adapt them for family perusal, especially 
as their style is neat and simple, not bare."— £||pectotor. 

'* The many who have read th^ first volume of these sermons, will wel- 
come, no doubt, with Joy, the appearance of the second. They are readable 
and preachable ; and those of the second volume are even plidner and sim- 
pler than their pr^ecessors. We recommend both volumes most heartily." 
— English Review, 

N0RTHE8K, COUNTESS OF.-THE SHELTERING 

VINE. Selections by the OouifTass or Northbsk. With an Introdnt- 
tion by the Rev. R. C. T&cvch, M.A. Third Thousand. 8 vols, small 
8vo. cloth, lis. 

The object of this Work is to afford consolation under the varioQs trials 
of mind and body to which all are exposed, by a Selection of Texts and 
Passages from Holy Scripture, and Extracts from Old and Modem 
Authors, in Prose and Poetry, with a Selection of Prayers adapted to the 
same. 

'* There is no published selection that we can call to mind which can, for 
an instant, bear comparison with this so efficiently noade by Lady Northesk. 
In all respects, we have never seen a work so completely <»lculated to com- 
mand Bu&iWB,"-~Church and State Oaxette, 

NUGENTS POCKET DICTIONARY of the FRENCH 
and ENOLISH LANGUAGES. The Twenty-sixth Edition, revised by 
J. G. Tarvkr, French Master, Eton, Ac. Square 18mo. bound, 4s. 6d. 

OXENDEN, REV. A.~THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. VoLI. 
The Sacrament of Baptism. By the ReTr Ashtov OxavDBir, Baetor of 
Pluckley, Kent. 18mo. sewad, Is., pr flotb. Is. 6d. 

" A little book of probably large usefulness. It avoids disputed points, 
but conveys a clear and simple view of the holy rite of baptism. It is admir- 
ably suited to the cottage, as well as to all places in whi^ ignorance reigns 
upon the subject."-^--(7Atir«A and State Geutette. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. Vol. 2. THE SACRAMENT 
OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. Third Edition. ISmo. sewed. Is., or cloth, 
ls.0d. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. YoL 8. A Plain Histoiy of 
the Christian Church. Second Edition. I8mo. sawed. Is., or doth. Is. 6d. 
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OXENDEN, REV. A. 

'— THE COTTAGE LIBBABT. YoL 4. FerrentPnyer. 18mo. 
sewed, l8.» or cloth. Is. 6d. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBBABT. Vol. 6. God's Message to the 
Poor: being Elereo Plain Sermons preached in Pluckley Church. Second 

* 

Edition. 18mo. cloth, 2s. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBBABT. Vol. 6. The Story of Ruth. 
18mo. cloth, 8s. 

OXFORD, BISHOP OF.-FOUR SERMONS, Preached before 
Her MostOracioos Ifi^esty daeen Yictoria in 1841 and 184S. By Samusi^ 
Lord Bishop of Oxford. Chancellor of the most Noble Order of the Garter, 
Lord High Almoner to the (^ueen. Published by command. Third Edition. 
Fcap. Rvo. cloth, 4s. 

PARKER, MISS F. S.-TRUTH WITHOUT NOVELTY; or, 

a Course of Scriptural Instruction for every Sunday in the Year, principally 
designed for Private Family Instruction, and Sunday Schools. By Fbahcbs 
S. Parkbb, Author of '* The Guiding Star and other Tales," " The First 
Communion," Ac. Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 

PARRYy SIR W. E.-THOUGHTSonthe PARENTAL CHA- 
RACTER of GOD. Bt Captahi Sir William Edwabd Pabbt, R.N. 
Third Edition. ISmo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

PEARSON, REV. J. N.-SUNDAY READINGS for the FA- 
MILY and the CLOSET. By the Rev. J. Nobmav FBABsoir, M.A. 
Incumbent of the District Church, Tunbridge Wells, -limo. cloth, 78. 

« Sound and practical."~BHfi«fc MagaHne. 

** A most valuable work.*'— CINirdI t/BngUtnd Magtudiu, 

PEEP of DAY ; or, a Series of the Earliest Religious Instmotion 
the Infant Mind is capable of receiving. With Yerses illustrative of the 
Subjects. Eightieth Thousand, revised and corrected. 18mo. cloth. 

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS ALLEVIATING 
the SUFFERINGS of the SICK. PartL Third Edition. ISmo. cloth, 
3s. 
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PRAYERS, FAMILY AND PRIVATE. 

A FORM of PRAYERS, Selected and Composed for the Use ' 
of a Family principally consisting of Young Persons. Thirteenth 
Edition. 12mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. Bj the late Hbney Thornton, 
Esq. M.P. Thhrtieth Edition. 13mo. cloth, Ss. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for One Month. By various Clergy- 
men. Arranged and Edited by the Rev. Charlbh Hodgson, M. A. , 
Rector of Barton-le-Btreet, Yorkshire. Abridged Edition. To 
which have been added, Pbatbrs for Pakticolab Seasoitb, and 
Pbtitioks in Tibib or Wab. Fcap. cloth, 8s. 6d. 

A MANUAL of FAMILY and OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 
By the Rev. William Sinclaib, M.A., Incumbent of St. George's, 
Leeds. 18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

SEVENTY PRAYERS on SCRIPTURAL SUBJECTS : 

being a selection of Scripture Daily Readings for a Tear; with 
Family Prayers for a Month. By Clergymen of the Church of 
England. Fifth Ten Thousand. 12mo. cloth, 2s. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. By the late W. Wilberporcb, Esq. 
Edited by his Son, the Rev. R. I. Wilberforce, Archdeacon of the 
East Riding of Yorkshire; Yicar of Burton-Agnes, late Fellow of 
Oriel College. Tenth Edition. Fcap. 8vo. sewed. Is. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Day of the Week. Selected 
from various portions of the Holy Bible, with References. Third 
Edition. 12mo. boards, 2s. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Day in the Week. By 
Clbricus. 18mo. cloth, ls.6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS, composed from the Book of Psalms. 
By a Layman. Edited by O. W. Lewis, M.A., Vicar of Crich, Der- 
byshire. Fcap. cloth, 7s* 

THE CHURCHMAN'S BOOK of FAMILY PRAYER, 
following the arrangement of the Book of Common Prayer, and 
chiefly Aramed from its Occasional Services. By the Rev. J. H. 
SwAiNsoif , M.A., Rector of Alresford, Essex. 18mo. cloth, ls.6d. 
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PRAYERS, FAMILY AND PRIVATE. 

PRAYERS and OFFICES of DEVOTION for Families 

and for Particular Persons* upon most occasions. By Bjutjamiv 
Jbkks. Altered and Improved by the R«t. Charles Simeon. ISmo. 
roan,4s.6d« or 18mo. 3s. 

HELPS to DEVOTION; Morning and Evening Prayera for 
every day in the week, adapted for the use of FamiliM. By 
H. Tattam,D.D., Archdeacon of Bedford. 12mo. boards, 9a.6d. 

SHORT FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Morning and 
Evening of the Month. Selected and Arranged from the Liturgy, 
Psalms, and various eminent Writers. By William Soltau, Esq. 
Member of the Church of England. Second Edition. l2mo. 
cloth, 3s. 

A COURSE of MORNING and EVENING PRAYERS, 
for the use of the Families of the Poor. 12mo. sewed, 6d., or 58. per 
dozen. 

FORMS of PRAYERS, adapted for the use of Schools and 
Toung Persons. By J. Snow. 18mo. cloth, 88.6d. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS for YOUNG PERSONS. By M. A. 
Fcap. cloth, 28. 

A FEW PLAIN SHORT PRAYERS, intended to be sent 
with each set of Baby Linen lent to Poor Women. S4mo. sewed, 
8d., or 28. 6d. per dozen. 

A COMPANION to the ALTAR, with Occasional Prayers. 
By Oborob a. E. Mabsh, A.M., Rector of Bangor, Flintshire. 
Third Edition. Boards, Is. 6d. ; sheep, Ss.; calf, 38. 

NEWLY ARRANGED MANUALforCOMMUNlCANTS 
at the LORD'S SUPPER, including the Service for the Holy Com- 
munion. 24mo. bound, 38. 

QUESTIONS and PRACTICAL REMARKS on the POR- 
TIONS of SCRIPTURE selected as the Epistles for each Sunday in 
the Year. By the Author of "Questions on the Gospels," &e. 18mo. 
cloth, Ss. 6d. 
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QUESTIONS on the COLLECTS of the CHURCH of ENG- 
LAND, for every Sunday in the Tear, Designed to Promote a Better 
Understanding of those comprehensive Forms of Prayer ; with a Key, 
containing suitable Answers and Scriptural proofs, for the use of 
Young Persons. 18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

RAWN8LEY, REV. R. D. B.-VILLA^GE SERMONS. Se- 
cond Series. By R. Drummokd B. RiWHSLiT, M.A., Yicar of Shiplake» 
late Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford. ISmo. fis. 6d. 

'* Enforces the practical duties of religion and the beauty of holiness." — 
John Butt, 

"This is a volume of plain sermons in* a simple unpretending style 
adapted to the comprehension of the villagers to whom they are addressed, 
and inculcating many useful practical lessons."— C3^urcft <\f England 
Magazine, 

— SERMONS, CHIEFLY CATECHETICAL. 12mo. cloth, 

58. 6d. « 

"Their plainness brings them within the comprehension of the most il- 
literate, whilst their exposition and illustration of Gospel truth render them 
a medium of usefulness, which cannot be without the very best results."* 
BeU't Messenger, 

RAWSTORNE, REV. W. E.~SEBMONS. By the Bey. Wiir 
LLAM Edward "Rawstousm, M.A., Yicar of Ormskirk. 2 vols. fcap. 
cloth, each 4s. 6d. 

THE RECTOR in SEARCH of a CURATE. Post Sfo 

cloth, 98. 

Contents.— 1. The Parish— 2. TheCnrate— 3. The Temporary Curate— 4 
5. The Evangelicist— 6. The Evangelicals— 7. The Unfortunate Man— 8. The 
Scholar— 9. The MUlennarian— 10. The Anglo-Catholio— 11. The Approved 
—12. The Ordination. 

" A lively and entertaining hook."— Christian Observer. 
* * Interesting and attractive." — Spectator, 

THE REDEEMED ROSE; or, Willie's Best. By a Ladt. Fcap. 

cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" The narrative is well told, there are passages of exquisite pathos, and 
* The Redeemed Rose' may be safely classed amongst the best books of its 
kind."— CAriftton Times. 

"It is a touching narrative, and we feel sure will be read with interest 
and profit."— C^urcft qf England Magazine, 

REFLECTIONS upon the COLLECTS of the CHURCH. 

18mo. cloth. Is. 
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R088, REV. A.-A MEMOIR of the late BEY. ALEX« 
Aia>ER ROSS, A.M., Rector of Banagher, In tbe Dioceie of Deny, with 
a Selection of liia Sermoni. And a Prxtacs by the Yenenble John 
Hatdbn, M.A., Ajx^deaeon of Deny. 8to. doth, lOe. 0d. 

" Mr. Ross appears to have been a remarlable man. He had line natural 
talents, and much acquired learning ; and all his attainments were devotad 
to the Sayionr's glory. We have read the Memoir with great interest; and 
we think that no one can carefully peruse it without honimring tbe duwaeter 
therein pourtrayed, and feeling some additional spur to diligmt ad'vmnee- 
ment in Ood's service. The Sermons are weighty, and well desenre pemsaL 
The volume is altogether most important, as it exhibits the history and 
labours of an Irish clergyman, wiio, by his position, saw much into that 
strife which is so keenly carried on between the truth of Seriptnre and the 
perversions of Rome."— Church qfEnyUmd Mofftu^nt, 

RUSSELL, DR.-THE HISTORY of MODERN EUROPE. 
With an Account of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire; and 
a view of the Progress of Society, from the Rise of the Modem Kingdoms 
to the Peace of Paris in 1763. In a series of Letters from a Nobleman to 
his Son. New Edition, continued to the present time. 4 vols. Sro.eloth, 
£2I2s. 

RUPERT'S LAND, BISHOP OF.-THENET in the BAY; 
or, Journal of a Visit to Moose and Albany. By Datid AimBRaov, 
D.D., Bishop of Rupert's Land. With a Map of the Diooeae. Fcap. 
cloth, 4s. 6d. 

^ NOTES of the FLOOD at the RED BITER, 1852. Fcap. 
eloth,Ss.6d. 

SCENES in OUR PARISH. By a Country FanoB'i Daughter. 
2 vols. ISmo. boards, each fis. 

SCOTT, REV. T. -ESSAYS on the MOST IMPORTANT 
SUBJECTS in RELIGION. By the Rev. Thomas Scott, late Rector 
of Ashton Sandford, Bucks* With a MaMOia of the Author. Fifteenth 
Edition. 12mo.£8.; 18mo. 3s.6d. 

SCRIPTURE CATECHISM; extraeted chiefly from the Rer. 
Edward Bickersteth's " Scripture Help. *' Designed to assist the Tonng in 
acquiring a Knowledge of the Holy Bible, and to commend it to their loTO. 
By E. W. 18mo« Is. sewed. Is. 6d. cloth. 
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SERMONS and EXTRACTS CONSOLATORY on the LOSS 
of FRIENDS. Selected from the Works of the most eminent Diyines. 
Third Edition. 8to. cloth, ISs. 

8HAKSPEARE.-THE PLAYS of WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 
accurately printed from the Text of the Corrected Copies, a History of 
the Stage, and a Life of Shakspeare. By Albxaydbb Cbai^umub, F.S. A. 
8 vols. 8yo. £a 12s., or 1 toI.Sto. 10s. 6d. 

SHERWOOD, MR8.-THE GOLDEN GARLAND of IN- 
ESTIMABLE delights. By Mrs. Shkbwood. ISmo. doth, 6s. 

** It possesses greater reality, and even interest, than some more am- 
bitious-looking tales; everything in the Golden Garland bears the stamp of 
truih.'*^8pectator, 

"It serves as a vehicle to inculcate the soundest moral precepts," Ac.-- 
Herald, 

— THE MIRROR OF MAIDENS in the Days of Good Queen 
Bess. ISmo. cloth, 6s. 



— THE HISTORY of JOHN MARTEN. A Sequel to "The 
Life of Henry Milner.'* 12mo. cloth, 7s. 6d. 

— THE HISTORY of HENRY MILNER. 8 vols. l«mo. 

cloth, each 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY; or. The 

Child's Manual. Nineteenth Edition. ISmo., cloth. 5s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY. Volume «. 
Third Edition 12mo. cloth, 5s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY. Volume 8. 
Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 5s. 

— JULIETTA DI LAVENZA. A Tale. 18mo. cloth, 2a. 

— THE HEDGE of THORNS. Fifth Edidon. ISmo.eloth, la. 
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SHERWOOD, MRS. 

— VICTORIA. 12mo.bdB. 48. 

— THE ORPHANS of NORMANDY. Third Edition. ISmo. 
bds. 2b. 6d. 

— THE LITTLE MOMIERE. 12mo. cloth, Ss. 

SHIRLEY, BISHOP.-LETTERS and MEMOIR of the late 
WALTER AUGUSTUS SHIRLEY, D.D., Lord Bishop of Sodor and 
Man. Edited by Thomas Hill, B.D., Archdeacon of Derby. Seoond 
Edition, revised. With a Portrait, 8to., doth, 1 4s. 

<*ThereisaheaUhy tone of piety in Dr. Shirley's remains; and no one 
can read the Memoir without being struclc with the humility and simpUidty 
of mind which characterized its subject."— CTkriftion Obierver, 

'* A solid and interesting volume, containing, in addition to the biography, 
various intelligent remarks on public affairs and theological questions, idth 
a good many descriptive sketches of scenery and mankind." — Spectator, 

" It is a volume which we have read with the deepest interest, and have 
closed with the highest feelings of its importance."— Cit0itt0man'# Magtufime. 

— LETTERS to YOUNG PEOPLE. By the late Right Rct. 
Walter Augustus, Bishop of Sodor and Man. Fcap. cloth, 8s. 6d. 

** We must admit the substantial escellence of much of what we find here 
and all we have perused of the volume has instructed as not a little.'*— 
English Review. 

** The volume consists of letters chiefly addressed to his son and daagh- 
ter; and exhibits the writer in a very amiable, affectionate, pious, and 
sensible light. Some of the epistles to his son contain judicious advice on 
study and critical remarks on books." — Spectator. 

** We like the general tone of these letters much. They are cheerftil. un- 
affected, kindly, without overweening conceit or laborious condescension. 
They refer, too, to real incidents and events.'* — Athenaum, 

— SERMONS Preached on yarioos occasions. 12mo. cloth, 68. 

** A direct plainness of style and purpose, which had the effect of force, 
and a sound Protestant feeling." — l^pectatar. 

** These sermons are marked by that unaffected piety and sound sense 
which characterized their revered author. The little volume deswves a place 
among the first-lass selections of practical discourses."— JMa BuU, 
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SIMEON, REV. C.-MEMOIRS of the Rev. CHARLES 
SIMEON, M.A., late Senior Fellow of King's College, and Minister of 
Trinity Church, Cambridge ; containing his Autobiography, togethei with 
Selections from his Writings and Correspondence. Edited by the Rev* 
William Carus, M.A., Canon of Winchester, and Vicar of Romsey, 
Hants. Third Edition, llhno. cloth, with portrait and fac-simile, 7t>6d. 

SINCLAIR, REV. W.-TH£ DYING SOLDIER. A Tale 
founded on Facts. By the Rev. William Sikclair, M.A., Incumbent of 
St. George's, Leeds. Second Edition. 18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

— A MANUAL of FAMILY and OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 

18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

SMITH, REV. T. T.-SERMONS. By tlie Rev. T. Ttostall 
Smith, M.A., Vicar of Wirksw.orth, Derbyshire. Seeond Edition. 12mo. 
cloth, 5s. 6d. 

— LECTURES on the TEMPTATION OP ' OUR BLESSED 
LORD. 12mo. cloth, 3s. 

** Practical discourses, full of evangelical plety, and great clearness of 
exposition." — Be(P$ Mttsenger, 

** Full of valuable matter, the result of much thought and study, and la 
eminently pnctiea,h**—JSngttA Review, 

— THE SACRAMENTS. Two Explanatory Treatises. 12mo. 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 

SOLACE of an INVALID. Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth. 
As. 6d. 

SOLACE of a MOURNER. Fcap. cloth. 4b. 6d. 

SONGS and SMALL POEMS of the HOLY SCRIPTURES : 
also, the LAMENTATIONS of JEREMIAH. New and Liteml Transla- 
tions. Small 4to. cloth. As. 

The object is to present these Poems in a form as closely as possible re* 
sembling the Original, in a literal Translation ; to give the Poetry of the 
Old Testament more in its own poetical form, as it is believed that much of 
its beauty is lost by being read as prose. 
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STOWELLy REV. H.-TRACTARIANISM TESTED by 
HOLY SCRIPTURE and the CHURCH of ENGLAND, in a Serietof 
Sermons. By the Rev. HaoH Stowbu., M.A.> Incumbent of Gbrift 
Church, Manchester, and Hon. Prebendary of Oieater. S Tola. ISno. 

cloth, each 6s. 

N.B. The object of this work is not merely nor mainly to eonfnte Traeta- 
rianism, but rather to inform and establish the minds of Cburolimtn on 
certain perplexing questions, respecting which definite Tiewa are modi 
needed. 

TALES FOR MY GRANDCHILDREN. l8mo. cloth, fi. 

" A work adapted to the capacities of very young children, to affbrd 
instructive amusement for Sunday evening." 

THOMPSON REV. F. E.~TWELVE LECTURES preached 
in St. Oeorge^s Chapel, Old Brentford, in the Season of Lent 1844 and 184S. 
By the Rev. F. E. Thompsok, B.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
Incumbent of Old Brentford. 12mo. cloth, fie. 

*' In a theological point of view his object is very snocesstaUy accomplished 
by Mr. Thompson. In a literary sense the plan of the writer gives purpose, 
variety, and interest to his discourses. Biography and applied morality are 
superadded to the general matter of a sermon. The style is agreeable — the 
nunner rapid and impressive/'— iSjwcfoior. 



THORNTON, H.-FEMALE CHARACTERS. By the late 
Hbnrt Tbobvton, Esq., M.P. With Prayers adapted to the Lectures. 
Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 

— FAMILY COMMENTARY on PORTIONS of the PENTA- 
TEUCH ; in Lectures, with Prayers adapted to the Subjects. Second 
Edition. Thick 8vo. cloth, 12s. 

— ON the TEN COMMANDMENTS, with PRAYERS. 
Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

— FAMILY PRAYERS, in a Seriei for a Month. Thirtieth 
Edition. 12mo. cloth, Ss. 
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TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

THE GERMAN TREE. A Moral for the Young. 

By the Rev. T. GOODWIN HATOHAHD, M.A., Rector of 
Havant, Domestic Chaplain to the Marquis Conyngham. Is. 

By the tame Author, * 

FEED MY LAMBS. A Lecture for Children in 

words of one syllable ; to which is added a Hymn. Seventh thou- 
sand. 32mo. 8d., or 2s. 6d. per dozen. 

MY DUTY. The Christian Duties, taken from the 

Church Catechism, printed in red and black within an ornamental 
Gothic tablet; intended for Parochial distribution. 4d. each, or 
38. 6d. per ozen. 

TRACTS for CHILDREN in STREETS and LANES, 

HIGHVaYS and HEDGES; or. Fifty-two Scripture Facts in 
simple language. By the Author of *< Peep of Day," ** Near 
Home,'* &c. In a packet containing Fifty-two Tracts, each 
illustrated with a Wood-cut, 28. 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT EXPLAINED. 

By a Sunday School Teacher. 3d., or 28. 6d. a dozen . 

THE TEACHER'S ASSISTANT IN NEEDLE- 

WORK. 6d. each, or 6s. per dozen. 

THE KNITTING TEACHER'S ASSISTANT. 6d., 

or 5s. per dozen. 

A MISFORTUNE CHANGED into a BLESSING. 

12mo. 6d., or Is. cloth. 

ELIEZER; or. The Faithful Servant. 12iqo. 3d., or 

28. 6d. per dozen. 

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE, arranged with a view 

to promote the Rkuoioos OsszaTANCf or tbk Lord's Day. By 
a Lady. 3d., or 28. 6d. per dozen. 
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TRACTS FOR DirTRIBUTIOIi. 

HOW CAN I GO TO CHURCH ? or, A Dialogue 

between » Lady mod » Poor Wobmui. 9d. each. 



WHY SHOULD I NOT GO TO I'HE MEETING- 

HOUSE? 3d. each. 

SELECT STORIES from MODERN HISTORY: 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S DAT, and JOAN of ARC ; or. The 
KiUd of Orleans. Written for the Initmction of the Chfldren of 
V iiia^ ScbooL With lUostratione. Fcap. lewed, 6d. 

" Not ill-adapted to their end. These Uttle stories are plainly and 
even fairly told ; no attempt being made to excite party feeling or to 
disguise the real troths of history. We can recommend the book ** 

ff Atkenaum 

CONVERSATION on the ADVANCE WE HAVE 

MADE in CHRISTIAN CHARITY ; or. Why U it not Enough 
for a Man to be Sincere 1 18mo. doth. Is. 

SEED TIME and HARVEST. Some Account of 

•* Schools for the Destitute." By the Author of '* The Gospel of 
Other Days.*' Third Edition. Od. 

A FRIEND to the SICK and AFFLICTED. 3d., 

or 2s. 6d. per dosen. 

THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. 12mo. 3d. 
NARRATIVE OF POLL PEG, of Leicestershire. 

3d., or 2s. 6d. per dosen. 

REPAIRING THE CHURCH. 3d., or 28. 6d. per 

dosen. 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the LITURGY of 

the CHURCH of ENGLAND. By the Right Rot. GBOneB 
Datts, Bishop of Peterborough. 18mo. 6d. 
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TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

By the tame Author, 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the PRINCIPAL 

OFFICES of the CHURCH. Fonning a Sequel to the above. 
18mo. 6<1. 

THE CURATE CATECHISING ; or, an Exposition 

of the Church Catechiam. By the Rev. W. THitTLaTHWAirs, 
A. M. Sixth Edition. 18mo. Is. 

By the tame Author, 

THE CHURCH COMMUNICATING; or. An 

Exposition of the Conununion Service of the Church of England. 
l8mo. 6d. 

THE PAROCHIAL MINISTER'S LETTER to the 

YOUNG PEOPLE of his CHARGE on CON^FIRMATION. Bj 
the Rev. Johv Lanouey, Rector of St. Mary's, Wallingford. 12mo. 
2s. per dozen. 

CONFIRMATION: its Nature, Importance, and 

Benefits. By the Rev. T. Gbiffith, A.M. 4d., or Ss. 6d. per 
dosen. 

A PLAIN and AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS to 

YOUNG PERSONS about to be CONFIRMED. By the Right 
Rev. D. Wilson, Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 12mo. 4d. 

By the tame Author, 

A PLAIN and AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS to 

YOUNG PERSONS PRBYIOUSLY to RBCEIYING the 
LORD'S SUPPER. 12mo. 4d. 

THREE PLAIN, FAMILUR LECTURES on CON- 

FIRMATION. By C. J. SpaMoait, A.M., Rector of RadweU, 
Herts. ISmo. sewed. Si. 

A SHORT CATECHISM ; or. Plain Instruction, con- 
taining the Sum of Christian Learning, set forth by the authority 
of his Mi^Mty, King Edward the Sixth, for all Schoolmasters to 
Teaoh, A. D. IMS. 18mo. M. or fie. per doien. 
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TUDOR, H.-DOMESTIC MEMOIRS of a Christian Family- 
Resident in Cumberland. With descriptive Sketches of the Scenery of the 
British Lakes. By Hknry Tudor, Esq., Barrister at-Law. Second Edi- 
tion. 12mo. cloth, 68. 

" The sale of the first edition of this pleasing volume was commensarate 
with its worth. The Author accomplished two object^ by its original publi- 
cation, — the first, a truly Christian narrative of the manners and habits of a 
religious family, combined with an elegant description of the diversified 
scenery of the lake countries; and the second, a donation, to a considerable 
amount, by the sale to the purposes of the Church Missionary Society. The 
same objects are kept in view in the second issue, and we can, therefore, do 
nothing better now to increase its circulation, than by assuring our readers 
that the excellence of the design has been sought to be performed in the 
most satisfactory manner." — Bell't Meuenger. 

TUPPER, M. F.-PROVERBIAL PHILOSOPHY. By 
Martiv F. Tuppbr, D.C.L., &c Seventeenth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 

with Portrait, 7b. 

— AN ILLUSTRATED EDITION OF TUPPER'S PRO- 
VERBIAL PHILOSOPHY. 
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C. W. Cope, R.A. 

Fred. R. Pickersgill, A.R.A. 

John Tenniel. 

Edward H. Corbould. 

George Dodgson. 

Edward Duncan. 

Birket Foster. 



John Gilbert. 
James Godwin. 
William Harvey. 
J. C. Uorsley. 
William L. Leitch. 
Joseph Severn. 
Walter Severn. 



The Ornamental Initials and Yignettes by Henry Noel Humphreys. 
In 4to. bound in cloth, gilt edges, £1 Us. 6d. ; morocco, £i 8s. ; mo- 
rocco, by Hayday, £2 12s. 6d. 

— PROBABILITIES: an AID to FAITH. Third Edition. 

Fcap. cloth, 48. 

" It is difficult to convey, by extracts, the charm which is diffused OTer 
this little book. There is, in the infinite variety of subject, a continuous 
line of thought, which fixes the attention to its progress, and leaves the 
mind amused and edified with the peroBal.**— Christian Bemembrancer. 

TYTLER, MISS A. F.-LEILA AT HOME; a Continuation 
of "Leila in England." By Ann Frasbb Tttlbr. Third Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo. cloth, Os. 

** Leila at Home," in continuation of *' Leila in England,*' is written in 
the same pleasant style, and conveys similar lessons of an instnctive and 
religions tendency."— ZMeratyOdbMttc. 

— LEILA ; or, the Island. Siztli Edition. Fcap. 8to. cloth, 6s. 
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TYTLER, MISS A. F. 

-> LEILA in ENGLAND. A Continuation of ** Leila; or, the 
Island." Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 6s. 

» MARY and FLORENCE; or, Grare and Gay. Ninth 
Edition. Fcap. doth, 6i. 

— MARY and FLORENCE at SIXTEEN. Fifth Edition. 
Fcap. cloth, Os. 

* < These works are excellent. Miss Tytler's writings are especially valuable 
for their religious spirit. She has taken a Just position between the 
rationalism of the last generation and the puritanism of the present, while 
the perfect nature and true art with which she sketches from juvenile life, 
show powers which might be more ambitiously displayed, but cannot be 
better bestowed."— Qiiar(«r/y Review. 

TYTLER, MISS M. F -THE WOODEN WALLS of OLD 
ENGLAND; or, Lives of Celebrated Admirals. By Maroa&xt F&assb 
Tttler. Containing Biographies of Lord Rodney, Earls Howe and St. 
Yincent, Lords de Saumares and Collingwood, Sir Sidney Smith and 
Viscount Exmouth. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

— TALES of the GREAT and BRAVE. Containing Memoirs 
of Wallace, Bmce, the Black Prince, Joan of Arc, Richard Coeur de Lion, 
Prince Charles Edward Stuart, Nelson, and Napoleon Bonaparte. 
Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, 6s. 

VENN, REV. H -MEMOIR and Selection from the Cor. 
respondence of the Rev. H. Yenn, M A. Edited by the Rev. Henry 
Yenn, B.D., Prebendary of St. Paul's. Seventh Edition. Fcap. cloth, 7s. 

VERSCHOYLE. A Roman Catholic Tale of the Nineteenth 
Century. 12mo. cloth, 6b. 

VICTORIA, BISHOP OF.-CHINA, HER FUTURE and 

HER PAST ; being a Charge delivered to the Anglican Clergy in Trinity 
Church, Shanghae, on October 20th, 18S8. By Oaoaoa Smith, D.D., 
Bishop of Victoria. 8vo. Is. 6d. 

— LEWCHEW and the LEWCHEWANS ; being a Nar- 
rative of a Yisit to Lewchew, or Loo Choo, in October, 1850. Fcap. 
cloth, 88. 6d. 

— HINTS for the TIMES; or, the Religions of Sentiment, of 
Form, and of Feeling, contrasted with Yital Oodliness. Fcap. sewed, 
iB.Od. 

* • A Mniible and Masoiiabla littla treatiM."— CkrMlaii evrndUm. 
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WEBB, MRS. J. B^THE BELOVED DISCIPLE. Reflec- 
tions on the History of St. John. Bj Mrs. J. B. Wsbb, Author of 
** Naomi,'* ** Reflections on the History of Noah/* &e. Fcap. 8to. eloth, 
4s. 6d. 

'* Yery sensible and well written reflections on the History of St. John. 
We can safely recommend it." — ChritUan Ouardian, 

WHITE, REV. G -THE NATURAL HISTORY and ANTI- 
QUITIES of SELBORNE. By the ReT. GiLBBBTWHrrB, M.A. A New 
Edition, with Notes, by Edward Tomer Bennett, Esq., F.L.S., &c. 8vo. 
cloth, I8s. 

WILLYAMS, MISS J. L.— CHILLON; or, Protestants of the 

Sixteenth Century. An Historical Tale. By JavbLodiba Willyams. 

2 vols. 8vo. cloth, 10s. 

** We think highly of this pathetic story. A true spirit of cheerful piety 
pervades its pages ; the characters are nicely discriminated, and many of the 
scenes are very vividly portrayed. All who read it may derive benefit from 
its perusal." — Britannia. 

WOLFE, REV. C.-SIX PLAIN SERMONS, Preached to a 

Rural Congregation. By the Rev. Charlbs Woi^va, late Curate of 

Kemsing, Kent. Fcap. cloth, 2s. Od. 

** The name prefixed to this volume is so dear to the Christian and literary 
world, that we took it up with a feeling of pleasure and interest, and have 
not been disappointed. It is by the nephew of the celebrated author of the 
* Ode on the Burial of Sir John Moore,' pronounced by Byron to be the 
ehe/'d'CBUvre of all odes in our tongue. The sermons are simple, warm, 
affectionate, scriptural, and substantial ; there is still a gleam of genius 
beneath all, which betrays that power is modulating itself to humility, and 
that there is no gap in the links of hereditary talent," dcc^Church of 
England (iuarterly Review. 

WORDS of WISDOM for MY CHILD, being a Text for 
Every Day in the Year, for the use of very Young Children. Second Edi- 
tion. 32mo. cloth, 2s. 

WOODWARD, REV. H.- THOUGHTS on the CHARAC- 
TER and HISTORY of NEHEMIAH. By the Rev. Hbit&y Wood- 
WABD, A.M., formerly of Corpus Christi College, Oxford; Rector of 
Fethard, in the Diocese of Cashel. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, ds. fid. 

" This interesting little volume is pervaded by a deep-toned piety, and a 
calm philosophy, which are truly edifying in these days of religious turmoil 
and excitement," Ac— /HA Eecietiattieal JommaL 

— SHORT READINGS for FAMILY PRATERS, ESSAYS, 

and SERMONS. 8to. cloth, 12s. 

** The most striking point in Mr. Woodward's writing!, the point whitfi 
most excites our admiration, and, we trust, improves our hearts, is the hi^ 
and elevated standard of holiness which he ever places before us, the deeply 
praetical tendency of all hla thonghta," ^c^^BUgiiO^ JUvUm, 
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